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Park Avenue named after MLK 
Southwest Second Street stays the same 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 14, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – A poll of people in Chiefland showed 94 individuals choosing to name 
Chiefland’s Park Avenue after the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
     Park Avenue will be named after Dr. King on the eastern and western sides of Main Street 
(U.S. Highway 19). Of course, this was a foregone conclusion after the Levy County government 
acted on its own weeks ago. 
     In the second of two surveys, there were 11 people who wanted to name Southwest Second 
Street in the area between Southwest Fourth Avenue (State Road 345) and Park Avenue after 
Dr. King. 
     In the end, the 94-11 tally showed Park Avenue to be the place where the civil rights leader’s 
name will be seen in Chiefland. 
     The issue again was opened for discussion Monday night (Sept. 12) at the Chiefland City 
Commission, though, and once again it was a long talk. 
     As noted in a previous story, Park Avenue is maintained by the Levy County Road 
Department. And as noted before, Michael Dockery succeeded in persuading Levy County 
Coordinator Wilbur Dean to have the Levy County Road Department create and post signs on 
Park Avenue East and West. 
     Those signs were taken down after County Coordinator Dean was brought into awareness 
that the Chiefland City Commission did not choose for that to happen. However, after a lot of 
discussion Monday night – it looks like the county’s signs are going up in the city again. 
     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones said on Monday night that the naming of Martin Luther King 
Street is something in which the community should take great pride. 
     Also, as he spoke, the mayor said 100 people have decided a question that relates to more 
than 3,300 residents of Chiefland. He did not broach the question of visitors to the city – 
including several people who own business interests or who rent post office boxes in this 
municipality. 
      The discussion during the Chiefland City Commission meeting on Sept. 12 showed in the 
second version of polling people in the city, that the municipality’s leaders chose this time 
against buying an ad in the weekly Levy County Citizen. 
     Instead, people polled people. Alice Monyei said she gave the second survey to people voting 
on election day during the primaries. The polling team set up a tent and stayed all day to get 
input, Monyei said. Of course, the group was outside an area that would interfere with actual 
voting. 
     She said people who responded to the survey this time were of every “race, creed and color,” 
not just black. Other people were polled by Monyei and other volunteers knocking on doors, 
she said; but 75 percent of the 94 people who chose Park Avenue were not found from the 
door-to-door polling method. 
     Monyei said pollsters received more results at the tent than from the door-to-door polling. 
     City Manager Laura Cain on Sept. 12 said that the City Commission on Aug. 2 voted to name 
Southwest Second Street, between SR 345 and Park Avenue as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Street. It was right after that vote, Cain said, when the county put up the signs on Park Avenue. 
     When Dean learned the City Commission had named the street after Dr. King, he took the 
signs down, Cain said. As was mentioned at the city meeting weeks ago, having a street and an 
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avenue with which it intersects having the same name, even if it is noted “also known as,” there 
would be confusion for emergency responders and others to determine where they are 
planning to go to render help. 
     Like the discussion in August, the Sept. 12 discussion was long. 
     Cain said the City Commissions chose to do away with the first survey results, where the City 
Commission had named Southwest Second Street to become Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street, 
between SR 345 and Park Avenue. 
     By the City Commission choosing in August to repeal its prior decision, it also chose by 
consensus to allow a second survey, Cain said. 
     Chiefland City Attorney Norm D. Fugate said he understands that Park Avenue is a county-
maintained road in the city. Therefore, he added, it is under the control of the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners.  
     “I don’t think that this body (the Chiefland City Commission) has the power to name 
(rename) that street (Park Avenue),” City Attorney Fugate said. 
     He went on to mention that even if the City Commission renamed Southwest Second Street 
as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street, and despite the logistical nightmare for emergency 
services, the Levy County Commission could name Park Avenue as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Avenue, or whatever else it wants. 
     Dockery, a former Florida Department of Transportation worker, said he know that the Levy 
County Road Department maintains Park Avenue and that the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners could rename the road. 
     Dockery explained, as he did weeks ago, that the county would list the road as “also known 
as” in an effort to not cause problems with 9-1-1 designated addresses on a road that is 
renamed. So, it would be Park Avenue, which is also known as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Avenue (or aka MLK Street, etc.). 
     Dockery said the county government put the signs up on its right-of-way, which is within the 
city limits but is not the city’s right of way – on Park Avenue on the east and west side of U.S. 
19 (Main Street). 
     Dockery mentioned that the ad purchased by the city in the Levy County Citizen only 
brought in 35 names of people favoring Second Street to be named after the late Dr. King. 
     He reminded the City Commission that Monyei had created her version of the survey, and 
the city did not accept her version. That is what led to the second poll, which happened from 
people going door-to-door seeking signatures, as well as manning a tent during election day 
near to City Hall. 
     In the second survey, Dockery said, this was one that was completely provided by City 
Manager Cain. It was the one version rather than two versions from before – the one published 
in the weekly and the one created by Monyei. 
     As he promoted the naming of Park Avenue in an “also known as” manner, Dockery said he 
feels like the City Commission is not willing to accept the choice of 94 people over the 11 people 
on which of the two roadways to name. He added that he doubts the 3,300 residents of 
Chiefland would choose one way or the other on naming a road. 
     Dockery said there is more traffic on and across Park Avenue than Second Street Southwest. 
     City Commissioner Lewrissa “Rissa” Johns said she is heartbroken over the fact that there is 
an argument in Chiefland about which street to name in honor of Dr. King. Johns said that 
when she suggested roads to name, she was thinking also of honoring the late Mayor Betty 
Walker (April 17, 1946-Feb. 25, 2019), because Walker lived on Southwest 12th Drive. The city 
cannot name a county-maintained road, Johns said, and that is part of what led to Second 
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Street Southwest being chosen. 
     City Commissioner Johns said that her choice would be to put the question on a city election 
ballot, and to let the qualified voters of Chiefland make the choice. She noted it seems hurtful 
that there is any argument about naming a street in honor of the civil rights leader and Baptist 
preacher who was assassinated in on April 4, 1968, Memphis, Tennessee. 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver said the Levy County Citizen is “a Williston newspaper” 
that “does not represent Chiefland.” He added that there is apathy in regard to politics by the 
people of Chiefland.  
     “People just don’t vote,” Weaver said. 
     Weaver argued against City Commissioner Johns’ idea of putting the questions on an actual 
ballot. 
     Mayor Jones told Weaver that Weaver erred when he apologized a couple of weeks ago. The 
city staff members did exactly what they were asked to do, including running an ad in the 
newspaper and counting the actual survey results that came in from that – rather than 
including the input that Monyei generated. 
     Mayor Jones added that he has been a firefighter. When a first responder gets a call and the 
person calling for help tells the dispatcher an address, and there is an MLK Street and an 
avenue that is also known as MLK, then there can be lost time in decoding where the help is 
needed. 
     Lost time in emergency responses can lead to more damage to property, increased severity 
of suffering from injuries or loss of life. 
     Jones said he is not opposing one road or another. He is unhappy with the manner in which 
the first set of two different results came to the city. 
     The bottom line is that the Chiefland City Commission is NOT naming Southwest Second 
Street after Dr. King, even though the majority of the Chiefland City Commission initially had 
named it thusly, according to the results the city leaders received from ad the government 
bought in a weekly newspaper. 
      Instead, the choice of the Levy County government to name Park Avenue, in the City of 
Chiefland, after Dr. King. Therefore, both east and west Park Avenue is a road, street or avenue 
that will also be known as being named after Dr. King as well as being named Park Avenue. 
     As for 9-1-1 designations, it will just be Park Avenue, and the same is true for addresses, and 
business letterhead, etc. 

OTHER NEWS 
     Another bit of recognition, beyond the honor bestowed posthumously on Dr. King’s legacy, 
happened Monday night in Chiefland as members of the city government’s workforce were 
honored. 
     Jackie Bennett has been working for the city for 15 years and his anniversary of service was 
noted. Randy McCumber heralds 10 years with the municipal government now. They were 
absent from the meeting. 
     Deputy City Clerk Belinda Wilkerson marked her fifth anniversary with the city. City 
Manager Laura Cain, who is the ex-officio city clerk of Chiefland, said Wilkerson is her go-to 
person.’ 
     Wilkerson began with the city as grants coordinator, and the relatively recent recognition of 
the city’s newest fire truck is thanks to the work of Wilkerson as grants coordinator, City 
Manager Cain said during the program to honor the deputy city clerk. 


