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Camp Valor Progresses 
Elvis Show Kicks Off 2-Day Vet Fest 2022 

 
Gilchrist 
Prevention 
Coalition (GPC) 
Treasurer Alesha 
Smith stands near 
one of the big 
graphic displays 
to show Camp 
Valor. Smith not 
only serves as the 
volunteer 
treasurer, but she 
volunteers to be 
among the 
members of the 
Planning 
Committee of 
ForVets. The GPC 
helps people prevent the abuse of drugs. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 6, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY – Vet Fest 2022 started with an Elvis show and lasagna 
dinner on Friday night (Aug. 5) and it culminated with vendors at Otter Springs Park 
and Campground on Saturday (Aug. 6). 
     The lasagna dinner and Elvis show were a big hit Friday night as award-winning Elvis 
Impersonator Jimmy Fields put on the Elvis GI Blues Show from 7 to 9 p.m.  
     The Vet Fest event on Saturday at Otter Springs Park and Campground, 6470 
S.W. 80th Ave., near Trenton, was a bit toned down from original plans, where food 
truck owners changed their minds about showing up. 
     Proceeds from the weekend events at Vet Fest 2022 went to the benefit of the Camp 
Valor project. 
     Otter Springs Park and Campground Manager and Camp Valor Chief Operating 
Officer Debbie Destin on Saturday said she is pleased to announce the septic system 
required to start Camp Valor is being built, and construction on Camp Valor itself is 
soon to start. 
     During Vet Fest 2022, there were opportunities to see the layout and an artist’s 
rendition of Camp Valor. 
     There were many vendors at the event this year, and next year’s Vet Fest 2023 is 
slated for the first Saturday in August. 

http://ottersprings.com/
https://forvets.us/
https://forvets.us/
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Gilchrist 
Prevention 
Coalition 
Executive 
Director Robert 
Wells mans the 
table for the GPC, 
which helps in 
the prevention of 
drug abuse in 
Gilchrist County. 
He provided 
visitors with 
information, both 
in writing and 
verbally, and he 
gave away 
promotional 

items of ink pens, sticky memo pads, cups and candy. There was also a 50-
50 drawing at the GPC table, with proceeds going to help Camp Valor. 
 
     Park Manager Destin said she is thankful for all of the vendors who came this year, as 
well as the guests and donors during this event, and she is especially grateful for the 
work put in by Gilchrist Prevention Coalition Executive Director Robert Well. 
     Wells opened the event Saturday morning with a prayer and he led the people present 
in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
Face-Painter Crystal 
‘Nana’ Huber stands 
with one of the paint 
brushes she uses in 
her art. Huber owns 
Nana’s Funny Face 
Painting, and she was on 
hand ready to paint 
faces at Vet Fest 
2022. In the 
background are 
Debbie Destin, top 
event coordinator, 
park manager and 
more, and Robert 
Wells of the Gilchrist 
Prevention Coalition. 
Caring. Hope Health. – That’s the Gilchrist Prevention Coalition. 
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Vet Fest 
2022 is a 
family-
oriented 
event. Here 
is one of the 
vendors with 
her family 
who joined 
her 
Saturday. 
They are all 
from 
Hillsborough 
County. Seen 
here are 
(from left) 
grandson 
Matthew 
Molesy, 16, 
grandmother and face-painter Crystal ‘Nana’ Huber (of Nana’s Funny Face 
Painting), granddaughter Zoey Stevens, 12, and grandfather David Huber. 
 
 
Robert Wells 
welcomes 
everyone to the 
event as he 
urges people to 
buy things from 
vendors who are 
selling them. He 
mentioned that 
all of the 
vendors would 
receive a free 
Vet Fest tee-
shirt, and that 
those tee-shirts 
cost $10 for 
anyone else. 
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This diagram of Camp 
Valor was among the 
art displayed at Vet 
Fest 2022 at Otter 
Springs Park and 
Campground on 
Saturday (Aug. 6).  
 

 

 
 
 

Daughter and 
father duo 
Terri McIntyre 
with the python 
Snaky, and Ray 
McIntyre with 
the python 
Thor. Ray 
McIntyre is the 
maintenance 
man at Otter 
Springs Park 
and 
Campground. 
He brought six 
of the 13 Bald 
Pythons he 
owns, including 

Thor – an Albino Bald Python. He has a wide range of different mutations 
of the Bald Python. The father-daughter team were at the event to help 
people learn more about snakes, and that these reptiles are not all bad. 
 

https://hardisonink.com/florida-leisure-news.php
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Ray McIntyre holds Thor – a young Albino Bald Python. 
 
 
 

The domestic 
violence and rape 
crisis center named 
Another Way was a 
vendor at this event. 
Seen here from 
Another Way are 
Amanda Silcox 
(left), the sexual 
violence outreach 
coordinator for 
Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties, and 
Samantha Scott, the 
domestic violence 
outreach 
coordinator for 
Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties. 
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The Tri-County DAV 
Chapter 63 had three 
of its representatives 
at Vet Fest 2022. 
Seen here are (from 
left) Commander 
Larry Foland, Senior 
Vice Commander 
Ken Bamberger and 
Treasurer George 
Wood. 
 
 
 

 

Sophia Hampson, 
11, of Gainesville is 
the youngest 
entrepreneur at 
the 2022 Vet Fest. 
Beauty Beads By 
Sophia, Bracelets 
and More, is in its 
second year. 
Sophia’s mother, 
Joy Hampson, was 
a vendor at this 
year’s event, too. 
Joy was selling 
kitchen utensils, 
tools, cutlery and 
the like that are of 
The Pampered Chef 
brand. Sophia 

Hampson has bought a television, a tablet and a cotton candy-making 
machine, her mother said, from her earnings via Beauty Beads By Sophia. 
Joy said her other two daughters, Samantha and Sabrina, are supportive of 
their sister and they ‘love to help Sophia spend money.’ 
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Marianne Medley of Old Town 
(left) owns Mare’s Minerals. 
She sells rocks in the native 
state as well as polished, and 
she sells her handmade 
jewelry. In this scene here, 
Davonte McCutheon, 16, of 
Chiefland (center) and 
Lauren Cabeza, 24, also of 
Chiefland, select from the 
rocks that Medley was giving 
away for free from the ’free 
bowls of rocks’ area of her 
display. (One visiting 
journalist chose an amethyst 
in its raw form. amethyst is a 

violet-colored variety of quartz. Amethyst is a semi-precious stone. Many 
semi-precious stones are rarer than precious stones. The term 'semi-
precious stone'" does not mean that it is less beautiful than a precious 
stone.) As for the two people selecting their free stones, McCutcheon was a 
volunteer that day, helping Cabeza distribute free tee-shirts to vendors. 
Cabeza was putting in voluntary time, too, in tee-shirt distribution. She also 
serves the ForVets Planning Committee. 
 
 

Present at the Vet 
Fest 2022 event, 
too on Saturday, 
were (from left) 
Jane Phipps, 
Marquise Fuce, 
Charnice W. 
Johnson and 
Carmen Roberts. 
These four ladies 
are part of the 
Supportive 
Services for 
Veteran Families (SSVF) Program. The Gainesville SSVF provides 
supportive services for veterans and veteran families with low or no 
income. To qualify for the program, the participant must be a veteran who 
was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. Furthermore, 
the participant must be homeless or in danger of becoming homeless; and 
meet income guidelines. The Gainesville Volunteers of America Florida 
SSVF Program serves Alachua, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and Putnam 
counties. To learn more about this program, click HERE. 

https://www.voaflorida.org/gainesvillessvf#:~:text=Gainesville%20SSVF%20provides%20temporary%20and,those%20at%20risk%20of%20homelessness
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Eric Zimmer, veterans affairs 
specialist with the College of 
Central Florida, was present 
at the Vet Fest 2022 and he 
was ready, willing and able to 
help veterans know all about 
veteran services at CF. He 
does not do this single-
handedly. He has assistants 
and they help vets, too. 
 
 
 


