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CF GED graduate 
gives graduation address 

 
Most of the CF GED graduates participating in the ceremony on Wednesday are 
seen here. They are Jacob Anderson, Haylie Cardounel, Dominic Danzy, Harley 
Driscoll, Tracey Driscoll, Samantha Dzielak, Alexander Kennedy, Angela 
McWilliams, , Isabelle Rose, Baylee Schwarz, Clayton Sellner, Matthew Sweat, , 
Hillary Thompson and Gabriella Waters. The three graduates missing from this 
picture are Harley Driscoll, April Melton and Riley Teckenbrock. 
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     LEVY COUNTY 
– Sixteen young men 
and women each 
completed courses to 
earn their General 
Educational 
Development (GED) 
State of Florida High 
School diploma. 
 

 
Click 
the photo above to 
watch the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZwqchdIdo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZwqchdIdo0
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graduates enter the auditorium as part of the ceremony. 

 
As indicated by the gold-colored cords, these three graduates are honors 
students. They are (from left) Samantha Dzielak, Hillary Thompson and Gabriella 
Waters. One honors grad -- Harley Driscoll – was absent from the ceremonies. 
 

 
Leah Gamble, manager of instructional services at the CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy 
(County) Campus welcomes everyone to the ceremony. 
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Transition Specialist and Instructor Kim Cooper speaks to the people from the 
podium as CF Levy Campus Manager Of Instructional Services Leah Gamble, 
sitting closest to the podium and Adult Education Instructor Jennifer Dzielak 
listen to their esteemed colleague. 
 

 
Keynote speaker of the night Aimee Newell, a 2021 GED State of Florida High 
School diploma recipient, tells the graduates that she understands how difficult it 
can be to juggle family, work and learning to earn this diploma. Newell is 
continuing her education as she is in her second year toward earning an 
Associate of Science degree in medical office administration. 
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Six of the graduates participating that night are seen on one side at the front of 
the giant conference room. 
 

 
Seven of the graduates participating that night are seen on one side at the front of 
the giant conference room. 
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Aimee Newell, keynote speaker, is seen in the control booth where she initiated 
the music for the graduates’ entrance and exit. 
 
 
CF Levy Campus 
Manager Of 
Instructional Services 
Leah Gamble pours 
fresh punch into a bowl 
after the ceremony as 
people prepare to 
enjoy the post-
ceremony 
refreshments. 

     On Wednesday night 
(Aug. 3), they heard from 
another person who had 
earned her GED through 
that part of the Adult 
Education curriculum at 
the College of Central 
Florida (CF), where that 
GED graduate is now seeking to complete courses to earn her Associate of Science degree in in 
medical office administration.  
     Aimee Newell, a 2021 GED State of Florida High School diploma recipient, is continuing her 
studies at CF as she seeks her Associate of Science degree. 
     Leah Gamble, manager of instructional services at the CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy (County) 
Campus, opened the program by welcoming guests and introducing staff. Gamble has served in 
Levy County for CF for 16 years now, and she remains passionate about transforming the lives 
of students. 
     Family and friends of the graduates filled both sides of three sets of seats in the large 
auditorium. 
     Levy Campus Manager Gamble spoke about Transition Specialist and Instructor Kim 
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Cooper, Enrollment and Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn, Adult Education 
Instructor Jennifer Dzielak and Adult Education Instructor Debbie Sass. 
     Dunn and Sass were unable to attend the Wednesday night ceremony. In her absence, 
Gamble mentioned that Dunn is very happy for this accomplishment by all of the graduates, 
and she is very proud of all of them. 
     Also present for this event was CF Vice President of Regional Campuses Dr. Vernon Lawter, 
and CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus Provost Holly McGlashan. 
     During her welcome, Gamble mentioned that it is important to complete high school to 
continue education in college or to continue in some other realm to be successful in life. 
     This night’s graduates, who are from the spring and summer sessions, chose to continue this 
path to pursue their dreams, Gamble said. 
     “Most of you sitting here,” Gamble told the graduating class, “did not have the greatest 
experience with education prior to enrolling in our program. We are extremely proud of all of 
you who are sitting here tonight, and all of our other graduates who did not attend.” 
     The graduates of the night were Jacob Anderson, Haylie Cardounel, Dominic Danzy, Harley 
Driscoll, Tracey Driscoll, Samantha Dzielak, Alexander Kennedy, Angela McWilliams, April 
Melton, Isabelle Rose, Baylee Schwarz, Clayton Sellner, Matthew Sweat, Riley Teckenbrock, 
Hillary Thompson and Gabriella Waters. Harley Driscoll, Melton and Teckenbrock did not 
attend the ceremony. 
     The four students in this class who earned honors were Harley Driscoll, Samantha Dzielak, 
Hillary Thompson and Gabriella Waters. 
     To merit this designation, Transition Specialist and Instructor Cooper said, required 
exceptional commitment to this educational endeavor. Likewise, she added they must have 
exemplary attendance and model classroom behavior.  
     These honor graduates were distinguished during the ceremony by wearing a gold-colored 
honor cord, and their names were noted on the program with asterisks next to their names. 
     In addition to their diplomas, each of these four honor graduates will receive two letters of 
recommendation from the National Adult Education Honor Society with one for collegiate 
financial assistance and one for employment, Cooper said. 
     Cooper said the college expresses its appreciation to the Rotary Club of Chiefland for 
sponsoring this recognition. 
     At the start of ceremonies Wednesday night, Campus Manager Gamble said the staff and 
administration at the CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus likewise are proud for the support of 
family and friends who helped these all of the GED graduates reach their goals, adding that she 
considers it an honor to be with all of the people there on that night. 
     The dedication and demanding work by students and staff put forth in this program, 
Gamble said, shows that “… as a team we can all be successful.” 
     Transition Specialist and Instructor Cooper introduced guest speaker Newell to the 
audience. 
     Cooper is among the powerhouses of positivity and encouragement who help students reach 
their goals, as she and other members of the whole CF team in Levy County demonstrate by 
their actions that they care for the people who are placed under their supervision as those 
students sojourn through academia. 
     “Amy completed her program entirely online,” Cooper said, “as she attended during the 
COVID-19 (global) pandemic. Her determination, self-dedication and grit is what allowed her 
to push through all of the challenges that online classes can bring.” 
     Cooper mentioned that not only is Newell completing college courses, but she has enrolled 
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in the work-study program available at CF, where she assists with peer tutoring, and student 
support in the CF Adult Education Department. 
     “She has already helped to motivate many of the GED grads that you see before you today,” 
Cooper said. “And we know, she will be successful in life as she has been so far.” 
     Newell’s inspirational speech shared aspects of her life during the time she was earning her 
GED via the Internet as she attended CF online during the height of the global pandemic. 
     Newell congratulated the graduates, as she told them she knows this is not an easy thing to 
achieve, adding that she is proud of all of them for having completed the program. 
     When she began the process to earn her GED, Newell said she was scared, anxious and was 
unsure of what to expect. 
     “One thing I knew for certain,” Newell said, “was that I was not going to give up. I knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy. I knew it was going to take a lot of hard work and motivation.” 
     Newell said she felt driven to complete the task to show her children that “No matter what 
life throws at you, you can always achieve your goals with persistence and dedication.” 
     While completing her GED, Newell was working at a grocery store as a manager. She was 
working 45 hours a week. For people who have worked in the field of retail sales, she said they 
would understand what this means. 
     “Between work and my kids,” Newell said, “I was finding it hard to find a happy medium. On 
top of that, I had school. I thought to myself – How am I going to do this?” 
     She wondered about juggling priorities of her children, her job and her education.  
     Organization was a key she used to find the answer to the question about time management, 
Newell said.  
     During her time of learning and being evaluated to show what she learned, Newell said she 
saw moments of disappointment when she was mere points away from passing the required 
examinations. 
     Instructors Cooper and Dunn never gave up on her, Newell said.  
     “They encouraged me to do better than I though I ever could,” Newell said. “They are my 
biggest motivators. Without their compassion and diligence, I do not believe I would be where 
I am now.” 
     Newell is in her second year of studies to earn her AS in medical office and administration.  
     “Again, congratulations graduates,” Newell said as she concluded her speech. “I hope you 
continue your education here at CF. We are more than just a college. We are a family. Thank 
you.” 
     Cooper presented Newell with a gift of a CF shirt from the Adult Education Team. 
     Before accepting their diplomas, and turning their tassels to herald their graduation, the 
students each presented one carnation to the person in the audience who they felt best helped 
them achieve this goal. 
     After the graduation ceremony, there were cookies and punch available for graduates and 
guests, as well as photo opportunities. 


