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WPD honors man for service 
Audit shows Williston’s financial health 

 
Williston Police Department Det. Owen Confessore (left) shakes hands with Hunter 
LaRoche. 
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     WILLISTON – Among the actions at the most recent regular meeting of the Williston City 
Council, a man was honored for helping a stranger, and the city’s audit for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
was reviewed. 
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Williston Police Department Det. Owen Confessore and Hunter LaRoche provide a 
photo opportunity after the presentation. 

 
 
      After the brake system on a semi tractor-trailer malfunctioned and caused a fire, a worker at a 
Williston business took quick action to help preserve life and property on June 14. 
     Hunter Laroche accepted a certificate of appreciation on Monday night (Aug. 2) from Williston 
Police Department Det. Owen Confessore on behalf of WPD Chief Mike Rolls and the WPD. 
     Detective Confessore spoke to the audience at the regular twice-monthly meeting of the Williston 
City Council that Tuesday night before presenting the certificate to LaRoche. 
     Both the WPD and Williston Fire Rescue were dispatched to Main Street (U.S. Highway 41) on 
June 14, the detective said, in response to a reported vehicle fire. 
     As Confessore responded to the call, he said smoke billowing up from the scene on North Main 
Street, he said. On arrival, the responding law enforcement officer saw Troy Sparks, the owner of the 
semi. When the brakes on the truck locked up, it caused a fire, Det. Confessore said, and the man 
stopped. 
     Sparks exhausted the fire extinguisher he had onboard the semi, but the fire continued, the 
detective said the truck driver told him.  
     The detective then shared more that the truck owner told him. 
     LaRoche was seen running across the street where he works at Myhree Motors 461 N. Main St., 
Confessore said. LaRoche used the fire extinguisher he had carried to the scene, and he put the fire 
out. 
     A couple of minutes later, the WFR arrived to check the scene for safety and add a little water, 
Confessore said. 
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     Mayor Charles Goodman, Confessore said, call WPD Chief Rolls to express the gratitude of Sparks 
for helping save his semi from more damage. 
     Confessore said he has heard former WPD Chief Dennis Strow, as well as Chief Rolls and others 
say, “If you see something, say something.” 
     The detective told listeners that LaRoche took that motto a step farther. 
     “He (LaRoche) saw something, and he did something,” Confessore said. “He was over there 
working (at Myhree Motors), saw a man’s truck on fire, grabbed an extinguisher that Drew had for his 
employee’s there at Myhree Motors, ran over across the street and he did something. 
     “There’s no doubt in my mind,” Confessore said, “that Hunter’s quick actions and getting involved 
with the fire extinguisher saved (the semi from) a lot more damage that could have occurred.” 
     Sparks is the owner-operator of that semi, Confessore said, and by his action LaRoche saved the 
truck. 
 

 
Helen Painter, a CPA with the firm Purvis, Gray & Co., speaks to the Williston City 
Council on Tuesday night (Aug. 3). Painter specializes in audits of local governments, 
employee benefit plans, and not-for-profits. Among the many things she told the City 
Council members is that she worked with Williston Finance Director Stephen Bloom 
and Inframark – Infrastructure Management Services. There were three other auditors 
with Painter, and Kathryn ‘Katie’ Eno. Painter said Eno performed the lion’s share of 
the work from the Purvis, Gray & Co. part of this work. Painter said the annual 
financial audit for Oct. 1, 2020, through Sept. 30, 2021, shows Purvis, Gray & Co. can 
note that the City of Williston has attained an unmodified opinion, which in the world 
of financial audits is the highest attainable review. Painter provided management and 
leaders of Williston with a thorough review of the financial status of the city. 


