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Thursday 
afternoon trip to 
the 
Appleton Museum 
of Art is intriguing 

 
Levy County resident Jeff M. 
Hardison poses during his first 
visit to the Appleton Museum of 
Art in Ocala. 
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     OCALA – A first brush with the 
Appleton Museum of Art in Ocala on Thursday (Aug. 25) proved to be as intriguing and as 
breathtaking as was anticipated by a daily news website publisher. 
     Jeff M. Hardison, owner and publisher of HardisonInk.com, was joined by his lovely and talented 
wife Sharon Hardison as followed their old Garmin’s directions to Silver Springs Boulevard, where 
they arrived in a parking lot that was relatively bereft of vehicles other than the 2013 Nissan Juke in 
which they traveled to Marion County's county seat of Ocala. 
 
 
This marquee shows samples of what is able to be viewed inside, including Young 
Shepherdess (1868) by the artist William-Adolphe Bouguereau. A print of this artwork 

was among those 
on display at the 
former College of 
Central Florida 
location in 
Chiefland, where 
reproduced 
works from the 
Appleton 
Museum of Art 
were on display 
for a while, years 
ago. 
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This picture of pictures on display in the Portrait category of the ‘Mobile Photography: 
Contest and Exhibition’ area shows participation from the general public in a contest 
where pictures taken with cell phones were entered.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Jeff M. Hardison is seen posing next 
to a portrait of him, where the 
longer version of the small photo 
shows a dragonfly on his index 
finger, after he had saved the 
dragonfly from drowning in a pool. 
The displayed version does not show 
as much of the dragonfly as the 
original photo. 
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This horse 
funerary 
figurine was 
sculpted in 
China during the 
Tang Dynasty 
(the first half of 
the 8th Century). 
It is buff 
earthenware 
with lead glaze. 
It was a gift to 
the museum 
from Arthur I. 
Appleton. The 
few pictures 
shared in this 
story fall short of 
doing justice to 
what a visit in person to the museum will give to people who enjoy art. 
 
     “It was great when we first arrived,” the publisher said. “I don’t know how we did it, but we seemed 
to have arrived at the perfect time. It was noonish.” 
     Walking up the steps and then through the swinging glass door brought the couple face-to-face 
with a friendly man who helped the United States Army veteran see that the $10 fee for each adult was 
waived. Also, being among the elderly, the couple were given free access. 
     Every first Saturday of the month, the museum is free to tour by everyone. 
     After learning flash photography was forbidden, the couple had the go-ahead to tour the two-story 
museum. They were presented with small stickers. 
     The Appleton Museum of Art opened in 1987. It has continuously changing attractions as well as 
some standing displays. 
     To grasp some of the history of its founding, visitors may want to look at the informative area titled 
“Artistic Legacy: The Story of Arthur I. Appleton.” It provides visitors with insight about the 
gentleman and his actress wife who helped bring today’s museum into existence. 
 

 
This picture of pictures on 
display in the Nature category of 
the ‘Mobile Photography: 
Contest and Exhibition’ area 
shows participation from the 
general public in a contest 
where pictures taken with cell 
phones were entered. To see the 
many splendid photos 
submitted by people is best 
enjoyed by visiting the museum. 
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A figure pendant  
from Costa Rica (800-1522 CE)  
is seen through a magnifying glass. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This bronze sculpture of a seated 
Bodhisattva is from China in the 16th 
to 17th Century. It is a gift to the 
museum from Arthur I. Appleton. 
The displays provide visitors with 
information about the cultural 
significance of the art in many 
instances. 
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This picture of 
pictures on 
display in the 
Accidently 
Awesome 
category of the 
‘Mobile 
Photography: 
Contest and 
Exhibition’ area 
shows 
participation 
from the 
general public 
in a contest 
where pictures 
taken with cell 
phones were 
entered. This is 
an amazing set 
of photos by 
contributors 
and printed for 
viewing. 
 

 

This picture of 
pictures on 
display in the 
In Motion 
category of the 
‘Mobile 
Photography: 
Contest and 
Exhibition’ 
area shows 
participation 
from the 
general public 
in a contest 
where pictures 
taken with cell 
phones were 
entered.  
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These Senufo helmet 
masks from Côte d’Ivoire 
of Africa are from the 
early 20th Century. The 
helmet masks, displaying 
the characteristics of 
animals, are danced at 
funerals of important 
people and other 
ceremonies by the all-
male Poro association. 
Information at the 
display provides visitors 
with much more insight 
about the cultural 
significance of this art 
form. Art from Europe, 
Asia, Africa and 
elsewhere is on display 
at this museum. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Jeff M. Hardison poses next 
to two Famille Rose 
Enameled Vases, created in 
China in the late 19th 
Century. 
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This Oni Supporting a 
Curved Cylinder Vessel is 
Japanese from the 19th 
Century. It is made of 
wood, ivory and mother of 
pearl. It is a gift to the 
museum from Arthur I. 
Appleton. 
 
     Sharon Hardison was 
among the contributors to 
“Mobile Photography: Contest 
and Exhibition,” which first 
went on display on Aug. 18 
and will run until Sept. 11. 
Three winners were chosen 
from each of the four 
categories in that contest. 
     “Dianora Niccolini: Works 
from the Permanent 
Collection” started on Aug. 8 
and is set to be visible until 
Oct. 16. 
     “Connecting Pop!” is an 
enjoyable area to visit, too, 
with pop art and information 
about those works and artists. 
It started June 13 and is set to 
be on display until Oct. 23. 
     “Sintiendo la Exposición: 
Works from the Permanent 
Collection” started Aug. 12 and 
will be on display until Jan. 8, 
2023. 
     “Finding Beauty: A 

Collaborative Exhibition with Ocala Civic Theatre” started May 13 and is able to be viewed until Jan. 
15, 2023. This is a set that shows a connection with the performing arts as well as the fine arts. 
     “Finding Beauty” merges costumes, drawings and more from Ocala Civic Theatre's production of 
“Beauty and the Beast” with the objects from the Appleton collection that inspired them. 
     The Thursday afternoon visit was a wonderful experience. This two-hour self-guided tour was a 
wonderful break from everyday life as the couple visiting from Levy County sauntered through the big 
museum and enjoyed some of the humanities of eastern and western civilization. 
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Jeff M. Hardison strikes a 
pose next to a statue of a 
man thinking, after the 
journalist thought about 
posing in the museum. 
Hardison has been known to 
say 'It is better to be 
thoughtful rather than 
thoughtless.'  
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Cutty Sark, made of 
wood, resin and string is 
a work by Harald F. 
Henningsen (American, 
1929-2015). This model is 
on loan from Dr. James 
and Jeanne Henningsen. 
As noted on a sign next to 
the display, ‘Sailing a 
route from England to 
China and back in order 
to supply Victorian 
England’s never-ending 
thirst for tea, the famed 
clipper Cutty Sark could 
reach an astonishing 
speed of over 15 knots. 
Today, at over 140 years 
old, the only surviving 
extreme clipper in the 
world has been carefully restored and service as a floating museum in Greenwich, 
England.’ 
 
     To learn more about the Appleton Museum of Art, click HERE. 

https://www.appletonmuseum.org/

