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Artemis I launch builds for space economy 
Publisher offers perspective from Levy County 
Launch scrubbed 

 
The rocket sits on the launch pad Monday morning. It will be taking off for the Moon later. 

Photo Taken From NASA Live Video Feed 

 

Story and Photos (except the top photo) 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 29, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 

     JEMLANDS -- Artemis I, formerly named Exploration Mission-1, is the first integrated flight test of the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) Deep Space Exploration Systems: the Orion 

spacecraft, Space Launch System (SLS) rocket, with the newly upgraded Exploration Ground Systems at 

Kennedy Space Center, NASA noted. 

     The primary operations goal of this NASA mission is to assure a safe crew module entry, descent, 

splashdown and recovery. In addition to sending Orion on its journey around the Moon, SLS will carry 10 small 

satellites that will perform their own science and technology investigations, NASA noted in previous press 

releases. 

     The first in a series of increasingly complex missions, Artemis I will provide a foundation for human deep 

space exploration and demonstrate the commitment and capability to extend human existence to the Moon 

and beyond prior to the first flight with a crew on Artemis II, NASA noted.  

     Artemis I is foundational to the space economy, fueling new industries and technologies, supporting job 

growth, and furthering the demand for a highly skilled work force. Men and women in all 50 states are hard at 

work building the Deep Space Exploration Systems to support missions to deep space. NASA prime 

contractors, Aerojet Rocketdyne, Boeing, Jacobs, Lockheed Martin, and Northrop Grumman currently have 

more than 3,200 suppliers contributing to the milestone achievement that heralds the success of America’s 

human spaceflight program, NASA noted. 
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Photographs are of a spider and its big 

web. This web went from a tree limb 

that was at least 15 feet off the ground, 

all the way to the ground. It was 

discovered as a photographer headed 

toward a hayfield to see about 

conditions for watching a launch 150 

miles to the east. 

 

 

 

     The 322-foot rocket is the most powerful 

ever built by NASA, including being more 

powerful than the Saturn V engine that was 

used during the Apollo program that carried 

astronauts to the Moon, NASA has noted. 

     Test dummies are strapped in the Orion 

space capsule, which will hold four 

astronauts. This unmanned Moon-orbiting 

mission is expected to last six weeks, NASA 

noted. 

     Artemis is named after the Greek god 

Apollo’s mythological twin sister. 

     Artemis II is anticipated to be a crewed 

mission to the Moon and back. It may occur 

as soon as 2024. A two-person lunar landing 

of Artemis III may happen as early as the end 

of 2025.  

     The Apollo series of flights to the Moon 

included a total of 12 astronauts who landed 

on the Moon between 1969 through 1972. 

     NASA has noted its plan to establish a 

lunar base during the Artemis series. Then, 

NASA has noted, it would seek to complete 

crewed missions to the planet Mars, possibly 

in the late 2030s or early 2040s. 
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This is the eastern horizon from one point of view early Monday morning. 

 

 
The western horizon is seen from one point of view early Monday morning. 
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Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands lets his human pal know that he is not going to follow 

the photographer into a field with tall, wet grass on Monday morning. 

 

     HardisonInk.com publisher, owner and sole proprietor Jeff M. Hardison completed forms in January of this 

year to be part of the members of the press who are allowed to cover the launch of Artemis I. 

     On July 28, Hardison said, he received the email from NASA Kennedy Space Center Media Accreditation, 

which noted his request submitted in January had been approved for the Artemis I Launch, as of that date set 

for Aug. 29, with the launch viewing location being noted as Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. 

     “Your credentials will allow you access to NASA Kennedy Space Center’s Press Site from L-11 through L-1 

day,” the email noted. “For launch day, you will be escorted by the Space Force and will view the launch from 

the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. You will be receiving further emails with the badging instructions and 

logistics information.” 

     The publisher said that if he owned resources like some media interests, he would go for the whole 11-day 

preflight bailiwick.  

    “Given the limits of my resources,” Hardison said, “I booked a room at La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham 

Cocoa Beach Oceanfront. I had noted for NASA about a previous rocket launch I was approved to cover that the 

short notice then was not enough for me to book a room. This time, I reserved the last room available at my 

favorite inn in Cocoa Beach.” 

     The journalist said he met challenges even to book the room. With The Ink Pad and The Code Orange Office 

being on the fringes of no cell service or Internet service on occasion, and an event after an attempt to book a 

room on July 28 did not appear to go through. 

     “That next morning (Friday, July 29), I parked the 2013 Nissan Juke on the southside of Levy County Road 

347 just east of Jemlands Hill and I called the inn,” he said. “A kindhearted lady walked me through the 

reservation procedure, and I booked the room. She said if it proved to be double-booked due to the AARP 

Travel folks not getting information through within 12 hours, she would tend to that.” 

     The next phase of the operation was the planned care for Inky the cat Hardison, who has not experienced 

her human owners being gone for more than 48 hours. Needles the community cat of Jemlands, and the poster 

cat for Levy County Trap-Neuter-Release, had an arrangement made for him being fed twice daily, too. 

     After learning in early August that an anticipated 100,000 tourists would be in the same area of Florida, the 

journalist revised his plan for coverage of the launch. He scrubbed his trip to the East Coast. 

     “I met my wife when I was the bureau chief of the Palm Bay Sun (Brevard County) in 1986,” Hardison said. 

“She was the office manager for that newspaper and the Sebastian Sun (Indian River County). She invited me 

out on our first date, and ever since then, we have been a couple.” 

     The former Space Coast-Treasure Coast journalist moved to the Lake Panasoffkee area of Sumter County in 
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November of 1986 to accept the job as editor of the Sumter Journal. 

     “The East Coast of Florida had become too crowded then,” he said. “Sharon and I have visited the area since 

then a few times, and I was at Kennedy Space Center twice for NASA-related stories, photos and videos.” 

     The owner of the 12-year-old daily news website said he was ready, willing and able to cover the Artemis I 

launch up to the point where it dawned upon him the level of traffic compared with the capability of the 

infrastructure. 

     “I could have coped with the significant inconvenience for the three days,” Hardison said. “The increased 

odds of injury, property damage and loss of life went up too much with that many strangers coming together in 

an area that I was not familiar enough with to have alternate routes and the like. So, I scrubbed our mission 

trip to be at the Artemis I launch, first set for Aug. 29.” 

     Instead, he opted for coverage of the rocket launch from the hayfield adjoining The Ink Pad on the southern 

side of the property. 

     “It was too foggy on Sunday morning (Aug. 28) for any hope of launch coverage,” Hardison said. “So, it was 

a flip of the coin to see if it would be good on Launch Day.” 

     Regardless of anything, the journalist had a method to cover the event. At the least, he would watch the 

NASA channel on TV, and he hoped his Internet connection would allow simultaneous monitoring via the 

Internet. 

 

Actual Launch Coverage 

6 a.m. (Monday, Aug. 29) 

     Batteries for one of the two cameras destined for use are charging. The laptop battery is charging. While 

there is no exact coverage plan started, the skids are greased for rollout of the human to open the fence and 

walk southbound for 50 yards through waist-high Bahia grass. Stars are visible, indicating a relatively strong 

likelihood of the rocket launch to the east of the hayfield being visible 150 miles away. (Inky and Needles are 

fed.) First of two cups of coffee are in the cup and ready for consumption. 

6:30 a.m.  

     A report of a fuel leak earlier in the countdown caused a delay. (First cup of coffee consumed.) An outdoor 

review while feeding Needles showed the “star” seen earlier may have been an airplane. Clouds were noticed as 

a rooster crowed in the distance. The rain gauge showed a two-inch delivery of rain from the night before. A 

spider and web were discovered and photographed. 

7 a.m. 

     Needles is seen as not choosing to go into the field with wet, tall grass for a camera test that shows clouds. 

While it is light enough to store a flashlight, the cameras still produce light with flashes. Continued reviewing 

live NASA stream coverage via the Internet and grabbing some still shots. 

7:23 a.m. 

     The Launch Clock stopped at T-minus 40 minutes and holding as NASA briefs launch director Charlie 

Blackwell-Thompson, NASA's first female launch director and a native of Gaffney, South Carolina. As flight 

director, Blackwell-Thompson is responsible for ensuring the rocket is ready for blastoff, and she will be the 

one who makes the “go for launch” call. Derroll Nail of NASA Communications (the voice of Artemis Launch 

Control on Monday morning) continues providing updates. This is an unplanned hold as engineers discuss an 

issue with one of the rocket engines. 

8 a.m.  

     The unplanned hold continues. Launch Director Blackwell-Thompson remains on standby. 

8:34 a.m. 

     The launch is scrubbed for today. The earliest opportunity for possible launch is 12:48 p.m. on Friday (Sept. 

2), however, there is a wait to determine a remedy for fuel leak issue. Derrol Nail signs off. Publisher Jeff M. 

Hardison signs off. 


