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GCSO and 
FWC team 
up to 
recover 
stolen ATV 
from the 
Suwannee 
 

Area 
residents 
help recover 
property  
 
          

 GCSO Capt. Scotty Douglas in scuba gear (left) and FWC Officer Jordan Hilliard 
enter the Suwannee River to begin the process to recover a stolen ATV that 
presented a hazard to boaters. 
 
Story and Photos Provided 
By Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
Aug. 25, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 
     TRENTON --  
Hard work, 
determination and 
teamwork recently 
produced constructive 
results after northern 
Gilchrist County 
experienced a series of 
rare, connected 
burglaries. 

The four-man team 
of GCSO and FWC 
law enforcement 
officers work to 
recover the stolen 
ATV from the river. 
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Stolen property emerges from the Suwannee River thanks to teamwork by law 
enforcement officers and members of the community. 
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GCSO Capt. Scotty Douglas, GCSO Deputy Adam Bryan, GCSO Det. John Dyle and 
FWC Officer Hilliard stand with the ATV they recovered. 
 
     The Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office, with cooperation of area residents, worked together to 
obtain an arrest of one individual and additional charges are forthcoming on another suspected 
criminal as a result of the investigation. 
     Most of the stolen property was initially recovered and returned to the property owners. 
     One ATV, however, was not recovered at first. GCSO Capt. Scotty Douglas tirelessly 
continued his investigation, again utilizing witnesses and obtained information that the 
remaining ATV had been discarded in the Suwannee River. 
     Knowing that this posed a threat to the river and boaters that navigate the waterways, Capt. 
Douglas enlisting the help of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Officer 
Jordan Hilliard. 
     While patrolling the area where the ATV was reportedly discarded, FWC Officer Hilliard 
located the stolen ATV. 
     On Monday (Aug. 22), GCSO Capt. Douglas, FWC Officer Hilliard, GCSO Det. John Dyle and 
newly hired GCSO Deputy Adam Bryan returned to the location, where Captain Douglas (a 
certified scuba diver) and Officer Hilliard entered the water and secured the ATV. 
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     Detective Dyle and Deputy Bryan pulled it from the river. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz acknowledged the success of the “One Team One 
Mission” concept, which again worked efficiently.  
     The GCSO always works diligently to solve all cases and recover property, Sheriff Schultz 
said. While sometimes this may not be possible, he believes the GCSO has a success rate and 
dedication which are commendable. 
     Sheriff Schultz thanks Officer Hilliard and all of FWC officers for their continued, 
tremendous assistance. 
     The sheriff commends Captain Douglas for not giving up and for locating the ATV to prevent 
a dangerous situation in the river for boaters.  
     More charges on the suspect for discarding the ATV in the navigable waterway are 
forthcoming, the sheriff said. 
     Publisher's Note: To see a story and photos from the FWC on patrol from some coverage 
in May of 2017, including FWC Officer Jordan Hilliard, click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/5-21-19-hardisonink-com-fwc-saves-lives-and-conserves-natural-resources.pdf

