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     JEMLANDS – “The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.” 

     This is the text of a cable sent by Mark Twain from London to the press in the United States 

after his obituary had been mistakenly published.     One local writer said he understands this 

idea expressed by Samuel Langhorne “Mark Twain” Clemens (Nov. 30, 1835-April 21, 1910) 

about someone jumping the gun on something that has not happened. 

     Jeff M. Hardison, the journalist who has been doing business as HardisonInk.com for 12-plus 

years now, said early Wednesday morning (Aug. 24) that he laughed when a person told him 

that she had heard he was closing his business. 

     “No, I am not closing the business,” Hardison said. “This daily news website has another 20 

years of me selling ads left in it. I’m only 66 and one-half years old. I figure at 86, I will ‘86’ it. 

‘86’ is a verb I learned in the 1970s as a waiter. The kitchen staff told me the oysters were 86ed, 

which meant they had run out of them.” 

     Among his many jobs, this multiple award-winning journalist worked at some very posh 

restaurants in his hometown of St. Petersburg. 

     The publisher thinks some person misunderstood him when he spoke about collecting money 

that the federal government promised him. 

     Hardison started accepting payments in July from the Social Security Administration for the 

many decades he worked, up until he was 66 and a half years old. Then, after learning he could 

earn as much money as he wanted and still accept this “retirement” pay, he completed the forms 

and other aspects of the process to accept those monthly checks. 

     “I could have waited until I was 70 years old,” Hardison said, “to start accepting the money 

the federal government has put where it keeps the money I gave to the government from my 

decades of previous paychecks. 

     “Each year after the point where I did accept it,” Hardison said, “those payments from Social 

Security allegedly would have been destined to increase by a certain percentage. Well, I decided 

to go ahead and accept the money now. Meanwhile, I will continue writing stories, taking 

pictures, making videos and publishing them in my 12-year-old daily news website. 

     “Likewise, I will sell the ads that fund that work,” he continued. “I think I may have 

mentioned an idea to change the name of the daily news website next year, because it will be 13 

years old starting on Feb. 1, 2023, and some people fear the number 13,” Hardison continued. “I 

have no fear of the number 13, though. From my perspective, God created all numbers, and no 

number is scarier than any other. Even infinity does not frighten me, because I have made my 

choice for where my soul will go when I enter that realm. Therefore, Year 13 of the daily news 

website will be that, and so on all the way until year 33 or so.” 

     In the year 2043 or so, Hardison said he will consider selling the daily news website to “some 

zillionaire for an incredible amount of money.” 

     After that, he plans to enter a totally new venture in the world of reporting the news. 

     “Then, I will open a TV station with nothing but news on it,” Hardison said. “It’s such a novel 

idea, I know I have another 20 years before I need to start it.” 

     The award-winning writer, editor and publisher said he is joking a little bit, because there 

may be TV stations that run only the news already. However, the website is going into the future 

each day. 

     The proverbial bottom line here is that whoever is trying to spread gossip about the daily 

news website closing needs to stop it, he said. 
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     “I think it’s silly that someone thinks they know about what I am doing more than I know 

what I am doing,” Hardison said. “Yes, I ‘retired’ last month. That is just to get the money that 

the federal government was holding for me. Hooray for Mark Twain sending that cable to 

newspapers. I enjoyed reading the books with Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer when I was a 

child.” 

     The publisher added that he changed health coverage when he turned 65 years old. He left 

Florida Blue. That was the year when Medicare Mike bought a significant advertisement 

in HardisonInk.com. 

     “Now, I am on a special whoop-tee-do plan that supplements my Medicare coverage,” 

Hardison said. “It pays to reach 65 years old. As for retirement, that’s for people who are so 

inclined. I’ll take the money the federal government has held for me. I am still going to work, 

and I am still going to pay my federal taxes, etc.” 

     The journalist said he has no qualms about selling ads to insurance sales interests. 

     “Over the years, Randy Stefanelli and Medicare Mike bought ads in the daily news website,” 

Hardison said. “I sold ads to one credit union and two banks in the area as well. I’ll sell almost 

anyone ad space to help fund HardisonInk.com -- the best daily news website in Florida.” 

     The journalist said he hopes business interests understand the value to the United States of 

America, as well to all of humanity, by helping to sponsor his part of the free press in this free 

society. 

     “I’m glad some enterprisers are inspired to sponsor me as a member of The Fourth Estate -- 

one of the key elements of our American democracy,” Hardison said. “Go freedom! Go free 

enterprise! Go HardisonInk.com! As for the naysayers, go away from me!” 


