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Chiefland hears about future MLK Road 
New survey deadline is Sept. 6 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 23, 2022 at 7:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The regular Chiefland City Commission meeting Monday night (Aug. 22) 
included more than an hour of occasionally heated discussion about the future designation of some 
throughfare in the city to be named in honor of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
     Dr. King was born Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia, and was a leader in obtaining civil right for all 
Americans. He was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
     After the long, convoluted discussion, verbiage at the meeting showed that as of this minute 
Southwest Second Street between West Park Avenue going south to Southwest Fourth Avenue (State 
Road 345) is now also known as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Road. 
     But the confusion thickens. 
     Now the Chiefland City Commission is taking another two weeks to take a survey to see if this is 
really what “the community” wants. The survey forms from before are to be disregarded. Now the 
city’s form will be redistributed, and people can choose to fill them out again, or fill them out for the 
first time ever, or they can choose not to fill them out again. 
     The deadline for submission of completed survey forms is Sept. 6 at 5 p.m.  
     The single reason for the confusion is a well-meaning person creating her version of the previous 
survey. 
     As for whether every residential property owner or business owners on whatever road is chosen to 
rename must change their 9-1-1 listing, their United States Postal Service listing as well as their 
address on their Florida driver's license, and all other documents like mortgage loans -- that decision 
remains in the air. 
     If the City Commission names whatever street, road, or avenue as “also known as Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Road,” then property owners need not take those drastic actions. If the City 
Commission chooses to completely rename whatever section of whatever throughfare as Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Road, then those changes will be required. 
     Maggie Allen of Chiefland was the first to speak Monday night about the ongoing efforts to decide 
which road in the municipality is to be named to honor the slain pastor. 
     Before speaking about this matter, Allen first thanked the City Commission for making a four-way 
stop at the intersection of Southwest Second Street and Second Avenue, where people had been 
speeding as they drive between West Park Avenue and Southwest Fourth Avenue (State Road 345). 
     In speaking with the City Commission, Allen learned from City Manager Laura Cain that the 
process to name Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) after Dr. King was tabled. Cain explained the history 
of trying to name a road in honor of the late civil rights leader. 
     The City Commission discussed various roads for consideration, Cain said.  
     Southwest Second Street going north all the way to State Road 320 (also known as Manatee 
Springs Road), which would include Northwest 12th Drive, was the first street considered, Cain said. 
Part of the reason there, Cain said, was because the late Chiefland Mayor Betty Walker (April 17, 
1946-Feb. 25, 2019), because she lived on Southwest 12th Drive. 
     Walker’s service to the residents and visitors of Chiefland began when she started as a city 
commissioner in 1997, where she served in that office until 2007. She was reelected in 2013 until her 
death in 2019. She served as mayor from September or 2000 to 2002, as well as from September of 
2003 to September of 2004, September of 2006 to September of 2007, and finally from September of 
2016 until she passed away. Walker also was the executive director of the Levy Association for 
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Retarded Citizens (LARC), where she had first served as an aide, and ultimately dedicated 38 years of 
her life in service to LARC’s clients and families. 
     City Manager Cain mentioned that Chiefland City Commissioner Lewrissa “Rissa” Johns’ idea for 
that long stretch to be so named was to honor Dr. King while recognizing the late Mayor Walker. 
     Over time during the past couple of months, area residents brought up other roads to consider, 
Cain said. She mentioned that the City Commission noted some roads were preferred – such as 
Southwest Second Street. 
     With that, though, Cain continued, U.S. Highway 19 (Main Street) was the biggest roadway 
considered for designating in Chiefland as the street to name in honor of Dr. King. 
     It was determined through research that to name U.S. Highway 19 “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Road” in Chiefland, it would take a procedure with the Florida Legislature and the Florida 
Department of Transportation, Cain said.  
     The City Commission at that meeting, Cain said, chose to table the effort to name U.S. 19 in 
Chiefland for Dr. King, as the city considered naming another street or avenue. Cain noted this 
motion to table that consideration of U.S. 19 did not cause the highway to be out of consideration. 
     There were a couple of more regular Chiefland City Commission meetings, City Manager Cain said, 
and there was no ability to determine which road should be named in honor of the late Dr. King.  
     The City Commission sought written input from the residents of Chiefland via a survey. A tally of 
those survey results in the first meeting of August (Aug. 8), Cain said, showed Southwest Second 
Street received the most votes. 
     Allen said she lives on Southwest Second Street, and southern Chiefland is an area of the city where 
primarily African Americans live.  
     The city resident feels that naming a road after Dr. King will cause property adjacent to the road to 
be devalued. Allen said that rather than having a citywide ballot to decide which roadway is named for 
the late reverend, it should be a choice of the residential and business property owners next to that 
street. 
     Allen said that as she improves the quality of the home she purchased, which already is seen as 
being in an African American neighborhood, she will not see the best appraised value on the property. 
Then, she said, if it is noted to be on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Road, which will cause the appraised 
value of the property to be lower than if it was just noted to be on Southwest Second Street. 
     Cain said that the city’s attempt to seek input from the people of Chiefland, by purchasing an 
advertisement in the Levy County Citizen, only resulted in 35 people casting a vote. 
     “It’s 2022,” Allen said. “Everybody don’t get a newspaper. Everybody don’t read a newspaper.” 
     Allen said she cast her ballot. For some reason, more people did not become involved in choosing a 
road, she said. 
     Cain said that every single one of the 35 ballots cast were counted, despite what Allen may have 
heard in contrast with that truth. 
     Alice Monyei said she created a different ballot than the one published by the city in the weekly 
newspaper that listed “the three favorite streets” that she found from polling people in the African 
American community. Monyei is a former Chiefland City Commission member. 
     “The only thing I did,” Monyei said, “is take the very same form she (City Manager Cain) had 
printed out and at the bottom, I put the three choices down there that was the favorite of the 
community, and I also put at the bottom ‘other.’” 
     Monyei said that at the Juneteenth Celebration (June 18) in Eddie Buie Park, her group collected 
50 ballots of the version she provided to people there. 
     Monyei said Cain chose not to accept the altered form that was created by Monyei and that she 
tried to submit as votes for which road to name. 
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     “So, it’s more than 35,” Monyei said. “It’s 35 plus 50.” 
     Cain tried to help Monyei understand that the ballot approved by the City Commission in the 
newspaper ad was for the whole city, where Monyei’s version did not show the same choice verbatim. 
     This choice, Cain said, has to do with the City of Chiefland rather than “a particular end of town.” 
     This is not a vote only by people in one section of the city, Cain said. This was a vote for all of the 
people in Chiefland. 
     One person said they felt that since they filled out the Monyei ballot, a person may not have filled 
out the city-approved ballot. 
     Chiefland City Attorney W. Blake Fugate said that from his understanding this was a survey by the 
City Commission.  
     “When these five guys (actually four guys and a gal) make a decision about where the road goes, it’s 
not an election,” Fugate said.  
     The attorney said it is the responsibility of City Commissioner Johns, Mayor Chris Jones and the 
other three City Commission members – Rollin Hudson, Lance Hayes and Norman Weaver to decide 
which road to rename. 
      Cain said the City Commission had decided. 
      Mayor Jones called Michael Dockery to the podium to hear Dockery’s input before the City 
Commission moved forward on the matter Monday night. 
     Dockery, a member of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force Committee, said he became 
“passionate about MLK” because he was told as a young man that he needs to do certain things to 
become an asset to the community. Dockery said the late Dr. King was an asset to all communities – 
black and white. 
     During one meeting, Dockery said he learned that Park Avenue is a road maintained by Levy 
County rather than by the city. Therefore, he said, it would be a county decision if that byway should 
be renamed “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Road” or something to honor the civil rights leader who was 
assassinated in 1968. 
     Most municipalities rename a road by listing it as “also known as” because that makes it so that a 
person does not need to change a 9-1-1 address listing. Dockery said he learned this by speaking with 
Levy County government officials. 
     Dockery said that after learning this, he asked Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean. Levy County 
put up signs along Park Avenue to show it also named in honor of Dr. King. Dockery said the signs 
were quickly taken down by the county, however. 
     “Now those were county signs, put up by county workers on county right-of-way,” Dockery said. 
     “And they were taken down by county workers,” City Manager Cain said. 
     “Yes,” Dockery said. “Right, after someone from the city asked them (to do so).” 
     Dockery added that the county, on his request as a member of the Neighborhood Task Force 
Committee, created a driveway adjacent to the road near Chiefland Elementary School to ease traffic 
problems from parents parking to drop-off and pickup children from CES. 
     When the Levy County Road Department completed that work, there was no pushback from the 
city government to undo that road improvement, Dockery said. 
     Dockery expressed his opinion that the road named for Dr. King should be on a major arterial 
roadway. Park Avenue is such a roadway, he said, and the county added those signs at no cost to 
Chiefland taxpayers (other than what is paid in county taxes). 
     Dockery added that the overhead sign that crosses U.S. 19 to designate Park Avenue could be 
altered by the FDOT Traffic Operations, and that sign creation and placement would be covered by 
FDOT funds if the city requested it. 
     Everyone traveling through Chiefland going north or south past Park Avenue, would see the new 
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MLK designation, at no cost to the city, Dockery said. 
     Dockery went on to say that after County Coordinator Dean made it so the signs were installed on 
Park Avenue, he felt it was a winning solution for Chiefland. The city taxpayers did not have to pay for 
the signs, and they are on a very well trafficked street, Dockery said. 
     He urged the City Commission to consider Park Avenue as becoming also known as (aka) Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Road. 
     Mayor Jones said that to have Park Avenue as aka MLK Road and Southwest Second Street to be 
known MLK Road would create issues for dispatchers trying to send first responders to the correct 
place. 
     Mayor Jones said he spoke with County Coordinator Dean, who was under the impression that the 
Park Avenue choice was a decision made by the whole community. Obviously, the City Commission 
was not in favor of that action. 
     The decision to name Southwest Second Street as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Road, Mayor Jones 
said, was made after the City Commission polled the people and received input before the deadline. 
     The mayor said the City Commission chose to name Southwest Second Street from Southwest 
Fourth Avenue (SR 345) to Park Street West as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Road based on the 
information provided by city staff from the survey that was conducted. 
     City Commissioner Weaver said he felt there was a problem with communicating from the City 
Commission to the general public. By using a newspaper ad, Weaver said, the city left out 90 percent 
of the people. 
     Carolyn Cohens said she is 73 years old and has tried to represent Chiefland and Levy County well 
throughout her life. Cohens is an artist, an author and an historian as well as being a former Miss May 
Day in years gone by. 
     Cohens said the issue about Southwest Second Street running through Hardeetown before it 
reaches SR 320 came up about 20 years ago. Back then, she said, the city leaders decided no street in 
Chiefland would be named for any person. 
     Things have changed since then, Cohens said.  
     She said if the Hardee family-owned slaves, then what better way than to name this street through 
the area known as Hardeetown along Southwest Second Avenue after Dr. King. 
     “Free at last. Free at last,” Cohens said. “That’s what I felt. And when I heard about Park Avenue, I 
was elated. You know, because the thing about it is, give us the best that you’ve got. Let’s do the best 
that we can. I hate the arguing and bickering.” 
     Cohens said when she visits other places, and she hears people speak ill of Chiefland and Levy 
County, then she tries to bring them into awareness of the best parts of Levy County. 
     City Attorney Fugate brought the issue into more clarity after the first hour of discussion about the 
matter. 
     The five members of the Chiefland City Commission can consider the survey forms provided, or 
they can disregard them completely, or they can decide in any manner they like about which road to 
name, Fugate said. The survey forms were not ballots in an election. If the city wants, it can put this 
question of the next regular city election ballot in April, and then it would be an actual vote by 
qualified electors in the city of Chiefland. 
     City Commissioner Hudson said he hears differing opinions about which road to name. 
     Police Chief Scott Anderson said Allen made a point about naming a road after Dr. King as causing 
a loss of value in property adjoining that street or avenue. Chief Anderson said there are businesses 
and residential property owners on Park Avenue, including himself, who might like a say in the matter 
if Park Avenue is to be renamed. Chief Anderson said the City Commission should put the question on 
the ballot. 
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     Mayor Jones said it is only opinion that naming a street after the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
will cause the property to be appraised lower than when the street has a different name. 
     Allen said that what she stated is fact, and she can provide documentation to support her claim. 
     Mayor Jones said that given there are people who live on Southwest Second Street and people who 
live on Park Avenue who do not want their street named after an American civil rights leader who was 
assassinated, the matter should be put on the ballot for voters to decide. They mayor said that is his 
preference, however it will be up to a person to make a motion to go forward with any action. 
     That is when the City Commission chose to redistribute the survey and set the deadline for Sept. 6 
at 5 p.m. for submission. This should result in a vote on Sept. 20 to determine which road to name in 
Chiefland, as so many roads have been named in so many American cities, to honor a Baptist preacher 
who was killed while he sought equality for all Americans. 

 


