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CFEC brings Internet hope to six counties 
Fiber By Central Florida is unveiled 

 
Elected county, state and national officials join members of the CFEC Board 
of Trustees and CFEC management for a photo opportunity after the 
meeting where the announcement of Central Florida Electric Cooperative’s 
creation of a subsidiary named Fiber By Central Florida was made 
Thursday morning (Aug. 18). 
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     CHIEFLAND – About 100 invited guests showed up Thursday morning (Aug. 18) to 
hear about the official announcement of the launch of a project that heralds hope for 
people in six counties, and may be the dawn of an idea to help people throughout the 
nation. 
 

Central Florida 
Electric 
Cooperative Vice 
President of 
Member Services 
Tony Wasson (left) 
speaks with CFEC 
Manager and Chief 
Executive Officer 
Denny George 
before the start  
of the meeting. 
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     Central Florida Electric Cooperative (CFEC) has created a subsidiary named Fiber By 
Central Florida. The $100 million project is anticipated to take three or four years to 
complete. 
     When it is done, 100 percent of the CFEC members in the Tri-County Area of Levy 
County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County will be connected and the people who are 
CFEC members in Alachua, Marion and Lafayette counties will be part of the connection 
as well.

 
Construction is expected to begin in the early months of 
2023, with the first phase of fiber customers expected to 
receive Internet service by the end of 2023.

 
 

     CFEC Manager and Chief Executive Officer Denny George and others spoke about 
this potential future infrastructure that promises high-speed, reliable and affordable 
Internet service via fiberoptic cables that will run along the same service routes as the 
electric transmission lines of CFEC. Duke Energy Florida customers and others will be 
given the option to connect as well. 
     CFEC Communications Specialist Madison Redd provided a press release with 
information about this venture, and the meeting on Thursday morning provided an 
opportunity for even more. 
      In addition to providing Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH), this fiber-optic network will be 
used to bolster the electric CFEC electric distribution system, expanding CFEC’s electric 
smart grid. This will give CFEC the ability to better monitor critical downstream 
equipment, to self-heal certain types of outages, and the possibility to read meters and 
monitor home energy usage in the future, Redd noted. 
     CFEC will be working closely with rural fiberoptic network design and construction 
management leader Conexon to design and build the fiberoptic system. CFEC chose 
Conexon for its expertise and years of experience in bringing FTTH systems to rural 
electric cooperatives nationwide, Redd noted. 
     The CFEC Board of Trustees and management at CFEC are excited to work alongside 
Conexon to bridge the gap between rural and urban America and provide rural 
consumers with the internet service they need, Redd noted.   
     The future fiberoptic network will stretch across more than 4,300 miles of CFEC line 
as it reaches members’ homes and businesses in the Tri-County Area as well as in 
portions of Alachua, Marion and Lafayette counties. 
     The CFEC Board of Trustees and management team see Fiber by Central Florida as a 
continuation of the co-op’s commitment, first made more than 80 years ago, to improve 
the lives and communities of those it serves – then with electricity and now with 
Broadband, Redd noted. 
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The stage is set with two CFEC boom trucks holding the banner showing 
CFEC is ‘Your Power Partner’ and Fiber By Central Florida is ‘Your 
Broadband Partner.’ 
 

The Meeting 
     CHIEFLAND -- CFEC Vice President of Member Services Tony Wasson welcomed 
everyone to the event. 
     CFEC General Manager and CEO Denny George opened the meeting with a prayer 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
     With the warehouse area where the meeting being held was in the 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit range, George said he appreciated everyone tolerating the heat to attend. 
The co-op’s management leader introduced some of the government leaders. 
     CFEC President James McCain (Dist. 1), Vice President Carl Roof (Dist. 2), Secretary/ 
Treasurer Barbara Townsend (Dist. 9), Tony Weeks (Dist. 3), Kyle Quincey (Dist. 4), 
Donald Lane (Dist. 5), Alan Mikell (Dist. 6), Kenneth O'Steen (Dist. 7) and Bo Markham 
(Dist. 8) were noted by George for their work and vote that led to this decision. 
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This sign shows part of bridging a gap. 
 

 
About 100 people are seen milling about before the start of the meeting. 
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CFEC General Manager and CEO Denny George speaks to the people in the 
audience. 
 
     In speaking about this landmark decision, George spoke first about the 80-year 
history of CFEC serving the electric needs of people in this part of rural Florida. This 
rural electric cooperative was created eight decades ago, George said, by the pioneers 
who knew the risks, the financial requirements and the overwhelming amount of work 
to complete a project of this magnitude – providing electricity where that service did not 
exist before. 
     Those first CFEC leaders 80 years ago, he said, knew this would improve the lives of 
every person in the coverage area.  
     Now there is more than 4,300 miles of electric powerlines in the CFEC service area, 
George said. There are now more than 36,600 meters for approximately 27,500 
members in the six-county area, George said. 
     On June 27, the CFEC Board of Trustees voted to approve “another monumental 
project with risks that parallel those” faced in 1939 and the early 1940s, George said, 
with Internet service benefits that may rival the safe and reliable electric service in this 
area that may be taken for granted by some now. 
     The era of fiberoptic service in Central Florida has begun, George said. 
     Based on responses from CFEC members, George said, the trustees knew this was the 
right decision to make. 
     Having access to affordable, reliable high-speed Internet service, George said, will 
provide life-altering improvements for people. This access will make it easier to enjoy 
modern healthcare via telemedicine; students enjoying more access to the Internet for 
educational opportunities; an increase in economic development – as well as monthly 
savings for current Internet users, George said. 
     For almost two years now, George said, CFEC staff have communicated with 
fiberoptic vendors.  
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     Moving forward, George said, the cooperative will be speaking with local, state and 
national elected officials to seek support as CFEC applies for grants to help fund this 
gigantic project.   
     George shared a story about Cynthia S. “Cyndee” Munkittrick, who was appointed as 
the Dixie County judge by Florida Gov. Rick Scott in 2013. Munkittrick, who is still a 
practicing attorney in Chiefland, George said, spoke with him about the proposal for 
fiberoptic service for CFEC members. 
     “Given how badly our Tri-County Area needs this service,” George said as he quoted 
Munkittrick, “what are your apprehensions?” 
     He told her the heavy financial obligations as well as the physical requirements of 
installation, as well as the possible variables in the model – as CFEC hopes it got it all 
right. 
     “That sounds remarkably like what you all did in the 1940s. How’s that worked out 
for us?” George said as he quoted Munkittrick. 
     George was a little surprised by the comment, because she sounded like a 
spokesperson for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, he said. 
 

 
(from left) Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler, Gilchrist County Sheriff 
Bobby Schultz and Kat Cammack, one of three Republican candidates, two 
Democrats and one No Party Affiliation seeking a seat in the United States 
House of Representatives in the new district that includes Levy County, 
listen to the presentation.  

     The CFEC leader said this co-op is a member-driven organization with a mission that 
includes excellent service, competitive rates, and concern for the consumer, community 
and the environment that guide our every action.  
     “We are dedicated to providing a fiber-based network,” George added, “that will bring 
much-needed affordable access of high-speed Internet to 100 percent of our members 
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and surrounding areas.” 
     This action is a continuation of the commitment first made by CFEC 80 years ago, he 
said, to improve the lives of people in the communities it serves – then with electricity, 
and now with broadband. 
In this video, it 
is the last part 
of a speech by 
Jonathan 
Chambers 
where he 
reminds people 
that ‘If we don’t 
come together 
as a country, 
sooner or later, 
we are going to 
tear ourselves 
apart.’ CLICK 
ON THE STILL 
PHOTO TO SEE 
THE VIDEO. 
 

 
Jonathan Chambers tells about how the project will succeed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5IbY9fss9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5IbY9fss9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5IbY9fss9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5IbY9fss9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5IbY9fss9w
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Conexon Partner Jonathan Chambers 
     Jonathan Chambers is a partner Conexon, the company that is helping CFEC reach 
this goal. 
     Chambers joined the Federal Communications Commission in May of 2012, after 
working nearly 20 years in wireless Internet service sector in the United States and 
Europe. He worked in the business, regulatory, teaching and planning roles, where he 
was appointed as chief in the FCC Office of Strategic Planning Policy Analysis. 
     Before that, his experience in the federal government was with the United States 
Senate, where he worked for U.S. Sen. John Danforth (R-Missouri) as legislative 
director, and for the Senate Select Committee of Intelligence as a staff member, as well 
as for the Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation as a Republican 
staff director. 
     Chambers earned a doctorate from Georgetown University Law Center, a master's 
degree in international affairs from Columbia University and the Harriman Institute for 
Soviet Studies and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Yale University. 
     Chambers shared a couple of stories with the listeners. 
     His first story was about money. 
     Through recent acts, the federal government has approved $50 billion to $60 billion 
for rural broadband improvements in the country, Chambers said.  
     In Florida, there is an estimated $1.8 billion to be spent on rural broadband, he said.  
     The estimated $100 million cost of the CFEC plan to create broadband service in this 
part of Florida, Chambers said, should be offset by the funds designated for this very 
purpose – just as electric cooperatives built systems to provide electricity in the 1930s 
and 1940s. 
     Chambers said the $1.8 billion is enough to provide fiberoptic broadband service for 
all of the unserved or underserved areas of Florida. 
     He said it is two times enough money to accomplish that goal. 
     “I have been in the broadband business since it started,” Chambers said. “I worked 
for the companies that built the first broadband networks in this country and in Europe. 
I now do nothing but build fiberoptic networks.” 
    As a company, Conexon builds 1,000 miles of fiberoptic networks a week, Chambers 
added. The company has a good handle on the cost of building a network, he added. 
     Chambers let listeners know that while this money is enough to build the needed 
networks, it is not necessarily what will happen. 
     When he worked for the FCC, he was assigned to get Internet service to rural areas to 
people who were of low incomes and who were disadvantaged. 
     The policy of the United States government, wherever they live, Chambers said, is to 
assure everyone has access to the same level of Internet service. 
     The FCC was prepared to spend $50 billion to $60 billion of the public’s money to 
years ago, Chambers said. Today, 10 years after that FCC effort, there are still the same 
number of unserved and underserved households as there were 10 years ago, he said. 
     When Chambers met with senior staff and the director of the FCC, he made one 
proposal year after year for the four years he was chief of the FCC Office of Strategic 
Planning Policy Analysis. 
     Encourage electric cooperatives to establish fiberoptic networks, Chamber said. This 
invests the people’s money into something they own as co-op members. 
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     Over the course of the past 10 years, that $60 billion has gone to AT&T, Century Link, 
Windstream, Frontier, Fairpoint and 900 small telephone companies, Chambers said. 
     Today, however, he continued, there is a community effort at rural electric 
cooperatives in Florida to provide the service that has been lacking. 
     Chambers went on to speak about the state government’s broadband plan.  
     Earlier this year, Chambers said, when he spoke to the state government’s office of 
broadband, the staff there asked him how he would provide broadband service. 
Chambers said he would work with rural electric cooperatives. 
     The state told him co-ops don’t want to do this. 
     He said “It just takes one.” 
     At the time, he had been in conversation with Tri-County Electric Cooperative. That 
co-op serves members in Madison, Jefferson and Taylor counties.  
     Chambers said the announcement by CFEC was one of many that have been made 
and one of many more to come. 
     The last thing he said to the Florida Broadband Office, Chambers said, was “Stone 
Soup.” And that is a story about soldiers coming into a town where people hid their food 
from them. The soldiers just asked for three stones and some water. 
     They cooked it. They said it just needs some spice. A town resident gave them a pinch 
of salt. Adding some vegetables might be nice. 
     By the time the story ended, there was a complete banquet with a great beef and 
vegetables stew, bread, tables, chairs and the whole shebang. The whole village gathered 
with music and dance. 
     Chambers said that as a child, he thought it was interesting how some soldiers 
hoodwinked townsfolk into feeding them. As he got older, and told the story to his sons, 
he saw instead how a community that comes together can do anything. 
     “It’s a story about sharing what you have so that others will share what they have,” 
Chambers said. “It is a story about the whole, all of us together, is greater than our parts 
individually. It’s a story about cooperatives.” 
     If Chambers was to ask a policymaker about the money to build this fiberoptic 
network, he would tell the person that the technology is not important.  
     The single most overriding matter of importance, Chambers said is who owns the 
network.  
     “Y’all are investing in yourselves,” Chambers said. “Public officials should invest in 
you too. This network will be built. This will succeed – because we already know the 
history of this. We can see it in our rearview mirrors. It is the history of electric 
cooperatives all across the country.” 
     Chambers took his point one step beyond. He noted that he is not speaking of the 
Internet connections alone. 
     “It isn’t about the digital divide,” Chambers said. “It is about what divides us. This 
project here is a representation of what we can do together, because we all have to come 
together at some point.  
     “If we don’t come together as a country,” Chambers continued, “sooner or later, we 
are going to tear ourselves apart.” 
     Chambers said he is happy to be in any community where people work together. 
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Chuck Clemons, one of the two Republicans, who will face one of the two 
Democrats seeking election to the Florida House of Representatives seats 
for Levy County tells about progress and change that has improved the 
quality of life for people. 
 

 
Kat Cammack tells about seeing people come from all over the nation, 
including Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, to help those Floridians 
who suffered from Hurricane Michael. 
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Gilchrist County 
Commission Chairman Bill 
Martin laughs when he is  
told his house is the 
starting point for improved 
Internet service.  
Actually, engineering will 
determine which areas are 
served first. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
After the meeting, there were photo opportunities provided. Here (from 
left) Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz and Kat Cammack, pose together. 
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Carol West,  
a significant 
member of the 
Dixie County 
interests 
seeking 
economic 
development 
there, is joined 
by Conexon 
Partner 
Jonathan 
Chambers 
(center) and 
Mike Cassidy, a 
member of the 
rural electric 
cooperative who 
lives in Dixie County. 
 
 
Kat Cammack, a 
Republican, is 
seen as CFEC 
Board of Trustee 
Donald Lane 
(Dist. 5), a 
Democrat, hugs 
her. Meanwhile, 
Levy County 
Commission Vice 
Chairman John 
Meeks is seen 
standing to the 
side. Lane is 
demonstrating 
that Democrats 
and Republicans 
can get along and 
work together for 
the common good 
of everyone in a 
community.  
This picture may 
be seen as a metaphor as what is possible if people quit being on one side or 
another rather than all on the same side. 
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Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby (left) speaks with CFEC 
Board of Trustee Donald Lane (Dist. 5) after the meeting. 
 
 
Gilchrist 
County 
Sheriff 
Bobby 
Schultz 
stands with 
Chuck 
Clemons, a 
Republican 
candidate 
who is 
seeking to 
win 
nomination 
as the 
Republican 
in the race 
for Florida 
House 
District 22. 
Ty Appiah is the other candidate in that Republican primary race. On the 
Democrat side in that race, it is Olysha Magruder of Alachua County versus 
Brandon Peters of Levy County. 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Sean Brewer (left) stands with Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz after 
the meeting. Brewer is one of four candidates for the only open circuit court 
judge’s post of the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court. These two gentlemen have 
worked together for many years. Brewer as a prosecutor in the State 
Attorney’s Office and Schultz as a law enforcement officer in this part of 
Florida. 


