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Gilchrist County adds to EMS ability 
Commission hears complaints 

 
Gilchrist County Fire Chief James Campbell pauses soon after exiting the 
meeting when asked for a photo opportunity. 
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     TRENTON – Residents and visitors in Gilchrist County are going to see some added 
equipment to help Gilchrist County Fire Rescue save lives and property as a result of 
action by the five members of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners 
Monday night (Aug. 15). 
     Gilchrist County Fire Chief James Campbell received unanimous approval to 
purchase four ventilators and two firetrucks Thursday from Gilchrist County 
Commission Chairman William “Bill” Martin, County Commission Vice Chairman 
Darrell Smith and county commissioners Sharon Akins Langford, Kenrick Thomas and 
Marion Poitevint. 
     Chief Campbell spoke during the agenda items under County Administrator Bobby 
Crosby’s reporting to the County Commission. 
     The County Commission approved the $67,394 purchase of four ventilators. 
     These ventilators are like the ones in intensive care units of hospital to help people 
breathe. Chief Campbell said they are pre-transport ventilators that are smaller than 
what are in the hospitals. 
     This is the same thing that has been used to help people suffering from COVID-19 
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symptoms that include not being able to breathe without assistance from the machine, 
Campbell said. 
     The first quote Campbell received was for $35,000 each. Four of them at that rate 
would cost $140,000, or more than twice the cost that he is going to be able to obtain 
them. This price for these new ventilators, he said, is an excellent deal. 
     This purchase includes all of the training for the Gilchrist County Fire Rescue 
personnel who will be using the ventilators to help patients, Campbell said. 
     Another great deal that Chief Campbell found, and the County Commission approved, 
for purchase was two fire trucks. 
     Campbell located three used fire engines to consider for purchase in the Tallahassee 
or Leon County area, but Gilchrist County only needs two. Each fire engine can be 
bought for $10,000, Chief Campbell said, for $20,000 both. 
     These trucks new would cost between $600,000 and $1.1 million now, he said. 
     They are 2004 and 2006 models, and they are going to improve the water transport 
capabilities significantly as well as provide the pumping action needed to deliver water 
to fight fires. Both of these trucks have about 80,000 miles on them, the chief said. 
     “We have a 1991 version of these trucks,” Campbell said, “and it is the strongest 
pumping truck we own.” 
     Campbell said the department has the money in the budget for this capital expense. 
     When asked how much it will cost to add any required maintenance, Campbell said it 
will cost another $20,000 for new tires and other parts to outfit the trucks – such as 
hoses and ladders. This cost will be covered in the next fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1. 
     The chief told the County Commission that if he finds a major issue with either truck, 
he will not go through with the purchase of that truck. As of Monday night, the potential 
deal looked like it 
would be done. 
 
 
Stephen Stringham, 
a Gilchrist County 
property owner, 
tells the County 
Commission about 
what he considers 
to be an unjust 
ruling regarding 
land that he believes 
his friend owns. 
 

PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION 
     The first man to speak with the County Commission during the public participation 
portion at the start of the meeting found this government body can do nothing to help 
resolve what he sees as a dilemma. 
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     The second man who approached this august body learned that he does not need to 
be computer literate to complain about roadwork, as he did in person that evening. 
     Stephen Stringham, the first of two men to speak during the first of two public 
participation points on the agenda for that meeting, told the County Commission that he 
owns two 64-acre parcels in Gilchrist County. 
     He told a story about a friend of his who has lost his property as the result of a 
convoluted legal tangle that began long ago with a trust in Dixie County where other 
property was involved as well, and an attorney who had his license to practice 
suspended for three years. 
     Stringham said he felt that the County Commission could have some sway in 
returning the property to the person who he believes is the rightful owner. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David M. “Duke” Lang Jr. responded to Commission 
Chairman’s Martin’s question if he knew about this property-ownership issue. 
     Lang said he knows about this disputed land ownership issue, as do Gilchrist County 
Clerk Todd Newton and the Gilchrist County Property Appraiser Damon C. Leggett. 
     The county attorney told the County Commission that it just heard Stringham’s 
presentation of facts that he sees from his understanding of the matter. 
     The matter has been before several courts already, Lang said. It has been through 
federal and state appellate courts, he said. 
     The most recent version of ownership shows the land is in John Barley’s name, Lang 
said. 
     The problem is that there is no superseding deed that shows when the land went into 
the ownership of the Stringham’s friend, whom Stringham believes owns it still. 
     This issue is a matter for the civil court, Lang said. There is nothing within the power 
of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners to change any outcome reached 
by any court, Lang explained. 

     “I don’t know all the facts (of 
this case),” Lang said. “Mr. 
Newton doesn’t know all of the 
facts. The property appraiser 
doesn’t know all of the facts. It is 
a civil issue that is in the courts. 
     “We really have no 
jurisdiction to intervene,” Lang 
said. “They can continue to 
appeal. They can continue to 
litigate. They can continue to 
work it out, but we really don’t 
have any standing as the Board 
of County Commissioners to say, 
‘You, the judges, are making 
erroneous rulings.’” 
 
County Clerk Todd Newton 
shares with the County 

Commission what he knows about the question of ownership of certain land 
in Gilchrist County. 
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     County Clerk Newton said this issue arose out of a foreclosure action in Dixie County. 
From that foreclosure, he added, there were properties sold in Alachua, Gilchrist and 
Pinellas counties as well. 
     Newton said he concurs with Lang that the County Commission has nothing to do 
with the issue or how the judges may rule on this land ownership question. 
     Ricky Crawford who lives in or near to the Butler Estates Subdivision was the next to 
speak to the County Commission. 
     Crawford told the five elected leaders that he does not know how to use a computer. 
He said he called the Road Department to request his road to be graded and was told 
that he had to make the request online. 
     Chairman Martin said he remembers speaking with Crawford on the phone about 
this. During the minutes when Crawford was speaking, he said the road has been graded 
recently. Crawford gave County Administrator Bobby Crosby his telephone number to 
speak more about grading that particular road. 
 

 
Ronald E. ‘Gene’ Parrish of Parrish Land Surveying speaks with the 
Gilchrist County Commission as he seeks the approval of the final plats for 
two separate minor subdivisions. The County Commission unanimously 
approved both the Roberts Acres and the Langford Subdivision, after public 
hearings for both. County Attorney Lang spoke well of the jobs completed 
by Parrish Land Surveying in regard to the high level of professionalism 
shown in Gene Parrish’s work. 
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OTHER ACTION 
     In other action, the Gilchrist County Commission unanimously approved: 
     * County Administrator Crosby seeking a company to bid on a new fire alarm system 
for the Gilchrist County Courthouse, after no bidders entered sealed bids. Jimmy 
Golden Fire Investigator II and Fire Safety Inspector II, who is based with the Dixie 
County Emergency Services, also helps Gilchrist County. He is aiding Crosby in finding a 
trustworthy company for this job. 
     * Payment for a trip to St. Petersburg, not to exceed $1,000, by Gilchrist County 
Extension Agent II Henry T. “Tyler” Pittman, Ph.D., on Sept. 14, 15, and 16 to attend an 
unmanned aerial systems (drone) workshop. As noted in an Aug. 7 story on the Business 
Page of HardisonInk.com, the Federal Aviation Administration has issued a reminder to 
drone pilots about penalties for taking photographs in a business, such as for the 
promotion of selling property, without the proper FAA license. Even hobbyists have 
federal laws which must be obeyed to protect manned aircraft. 
     * Funding up to $2,000 of drinks, snacks, ice, paper plates, etc., for the CareerSource 
Florida Crown Training event for senior citizens, conditioned on the caveat that 
CareerSource will reimburse the county for any costs. 
     * Applying for two state grants to improve the facilities at Hart Springs. 


