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Hotdogs At The Hall 
Event Offers Fun For All (Video) 

 
(from left) Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham, Dixie County Commissioner 
Mark Hatch, City Councilman J. Ryan Fulford and City Councilman Kirk 
Marhefka agree to a photo opportunity. This is Councilman Fulford mere 
moments before he became soaked by being dunked in the dunk tank. Please visit 
the  LIFE PAGE to see the story, more photos and a video. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 13, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
All Rights Reserved 

 

 
City Clerk Heather 
Bellot holds up one 
of her brownies that 
she cooked and gave 
away during the 
Hotdogs At The Hall 
event. 
 
 

 

https://hardisonink.com/florida-life-news.php
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Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison ©Aug. 13, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – People flocked to the city park near Cross City Town Hall late Friday 
afternoon (Aug. 12) for free hotdogs, chips, drinks and homemade brownies. 

CLICK ON THE PHOTO TO 
SEE THE VIDEO. This is two 
clips of video that lasts about 
16 seconds. It shows Cross 
City City Councilman J. Ryan 
Fulford being dunked twice 
in the dunk tank at the 
Hotdogs At the Hall event in 
Cross City on Aug. 12, 2022. 
In the first clip, a person 
throws the ball and dunks 
the councilman. In the 
second clip, a boy runs up 
and pushes on the lever to 
cause the man to be dunked. 
The dunk tank was a big hit 
at the event. 
    Video By Jeff M. Hardison 
    All Rights Reserved 

 
 
 

City 
Councilman  
J. Ryan Fulford 
watches the 
trigger that 
puts him into 
the water when 
a ball or 
something else 
pushes it. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saHfp7Nlpjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saHfp7Nlpjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saHfp7Nlpjs
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City Councilman J. Ryan Fulford is seen soon after being dunked. 
 

 
Cross City Mayor Kenneth ‘Tank’ Lee shakes hands with City Manager John 
Driggers as the event begins to launch at 4 p.m. on Aug. 12. 
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Justin Bellot puts hotdogs on the grill. 
 

 
City Manager John Driggers turns a hotdog as part of the grilling process. 
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Cross City Mayor Kenneth ‘Tank’ Lee and Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague stand with 
American Legion Riders of Post 383 Old Town. The riders came on motorcycles 
and motorized trikes. Seen here those American Legion Riders of Post 383 Old 
Town are Ray and M.J Dalphond; David ‘Cookie Jar’ Newman; Carl and Linda 
Rich; Gary and Connie Pruss; Post Commander Dave Forsman and Lisa McGee. 
 

 
People start lining up for the free hotdogs and other treats, including homemade 
brownies. 
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Providing a photo opportunity when asked are (from left) Heather Smith, Karen 
VanAernam, Cross City Police Chief Jamie King holding Emersyn King and Nikie 
Waits. Waits is active with the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition (DCADC), and 
she provided a lot of people with spiffy foldable fans that said 'Rise Up For 
Recovery – Recovery Community Organization.' The DCADC is making progress 
in the county in its efforts to help people get off of drugs, as well as to not get on 
them. Drug abuse fuels a significant amount of all of the crime in any community. 
 

 
Cross City 
Water Plant 
Operator 
George 
Edmonds (left) 
and Dixie 
County 
Commissioner 
Jody 
Stephenson 
are seen at the 
event.  
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(from left) Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham, Dixie County Commissioner 
Mark Hatch, City Councilman J. Ryan Fulford and City Councilman Kirk 
Marhefka agree to a photo opportunity. This is Councilman Fulford mere 
moments before he became soaked by being dunked in the dunk tank. 
Councilman Marhefka was instrumental in this event being listed on the 
Community Calendar. 
 

 
A Dodge Charger is 
seen before the 
Cross City Volunteer 
Fire Department 
demonstrates how 
extrication 
equipment (The 
Jaws of Life) can be 
used to cut a person 
out of a vehicle in a 
crash, when the 
person is trapped 
inside. The mat 
below the car is to 
catch the loose glass 
and metal pieces to keep them out of the grass. Mowers can turn glass and metal 
pieces into dangerous projectiles when the blades hit them. (Another 
photographer may provide some shots after it was cut up during the 
demonstration. Maybe not.) 
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     Beyond the food at the Hotdogs At The Hall event, there was fun at a dunk tank, and an 
extrication demonstration by the Cross City Volunteer Fire Department. 
     The event showed a couple of changes from last year’s event. A new city clerk was appointed 
by the Town Council in February, because her predecessor went to work for the county as the 
county’s finance officer. 
     The former police chief went to work with Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler, and instead of 
being chief he is now DCSO Lt. Duane Sullivan. 
     Meanwhile, City Clerk Heather Bellot is serving in that office now. She plans to seek election 
in the Sept. 27 Cross City Municipal Election. Qualifying for this post is set to happen from 
noon on Aug. 15 through noon on Aug. 19. 
     “I am grateful to have served my city so far,” City Clerk Bellot said. “I look forward to serving 
the citizens in the future.” 
     City Clerk Bellot brought her homemade brownies to give away at this event. 
     Police Chief Jamey King said the Hotdogs At The Hall event is a continuation of the program 
started by former Police Chief Sullivan as an outreach into the community, and as a fundraiser 
for the Cross City Police Department Scholarship. 
     This event on Friday was an immense success. Not only did children and adults from the city 
show up for the fun, but there were many officials from the county and judicial circuit were 
there too. 
     Among the people from the Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office at this event were 
the Dixie County supervisor for the State Attorney’s Office – Carey Carmichael, and Assistant 
State Attorney Jarrett Thomas. Thomas also serves as the pastor at Lydia Baptist Church of 
Cross City. 
     A dunking booth provided lots of fun, and the Cross City Volunteer Fire Department 
demonstrated the use of extrication equipment on a car donated by John Desilet, owner of 
Cross City Cars. 
     Other donors included the Old Family Market, which provided all of the hotdogs and buns, 
and Save-A-lot that gave the CCPD $100 to cover the costs for condiments, paper products and 
the like. 
     It was a fun event that helped the scholarship fund of the municipal police agency, and a 
good time was had by all. 

 


