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NCBDC employee funded for another year 
Tri-County group set for Alabama trip 
Leader balks at public records request 

 
Agreeing to a photo opportunity late Thursday afternoon at the College of 
Central Florida Jack Wilkinson Levy Campus, just south of the City of 
Fanning Springs, the people present (in person) for the NCBDC Board of 
Directors meeting are seen here. They are (seated) NCBDC Secretary Joyce 
Wilson and NCBDC Treasurer Bob Krefting, and (standing, from left) 
Director Greg Galpin, Executive Director Scott Osteen, Vice Chair George 
Buckner III and Director Holly McGlashan. (Not pictured but attending the 
meeting via telephone were Director Richard Streeter and Director Phil 
Geist). Absent directors were Denny George, Melissa Saco, Mary Swoope 
and Daniel Vaudreuil.  
 
Story and Photo 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 12, 2022 at 11:12 a.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion has agreed to extend the 
memorandum of agreement to keep Scott Osteen as the executive director of Nature 
Coast Business Development Council (NCBDC), according to information released Aug. 
11. 
     Osteen enjoyed a $50,000 annual salary paid by the state agency that is designed to 
link employers and employees in Citrus County, Levy County and Marion County. 
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     The second $50,000 annual salary to Osteen was extended to cover the state’s fiscal 
year of July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023, according to information at the monthly 
NCBDC Board of Directors meeting held Thursday afternoon (Aug. 11). Of course, that 
fiscal year started last month. 
     Levy County taxpayers put an additional $33,200 into the NCBDC from Jan. 1, 2022, 
through June 30. Expenditures other than the salary of Osteen, which is covered 
separately by the state government agency – CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion, so far in 
2022, as of June 30, included $13,200 for consulting services; $7,500 for advertising; 
2,421.48 for the vehicle lease for the vehicle Osteen drives; and $549.77 for travel as 
part of the total expenses of $27,167.18 from January through June. 
     And the NCBDC appears to be relatively stable financially as of June 30, according to 
information provided at the Aug. 11 meeting.  
     The NCBDC had $40,457.75 in its Capital City Bank account and $45,954.21 in its 
Drummond Community Bank account, according to records. That is $86,411.96 in the 
two bank accounts combined. 

NO OBJECTIONS TO MOTIONS 
     The August monthly meeting rolled July and August into one meeting, because there 
was no July meeting. 
     Osteen found directors quickly making motions he suggested and then his method to 
call for a vote was to ask if there were any objections. No one voiced any, and that 
therefore was recorded as a positive vote by all members. 
     Of all the government entity meetings ever covered by one Florida journalist since 
1971, this is the first time the method of -- “Are there any objections to the motion?” And 
then not hearing any, that means everyone who must vote, voted "Yes," has been 
witnessed. 

ALABAMA TRIP 
     Twelve people from three counties are going to Thomasville, Alabama, with that trip 
set for Sept. 21, 22 and 23. 
     Dixie County and Gilchrist County are sending representatives to go with the Levy 
County economic development entity (NCBDC), which initiated the trip. Thomasville 
Mayor Sheldon Day is providing insight into this small town’s economic development. 
     The state NCBDC goals are to: 
     * See how successful economic growth can occur while maintaining a small town 
identity. 
     * Compare assets and challenges among the three counties – Levy County, Dixie 
County and Gilchrist County. 
     * Revitalize a plan to create a Tri-County Area version of the NCBDC, although two 
months ago the NCBDC Board of Directors followed Osteen’s idea of not going forward 
with this project. 

PUBLIC RECORDS 
     A request for a copy of the public record of the agreement between NCBDC and the 
North Florida Economic Development Partnership, which includes a fee to be paid from 
NCBDC to NFEDP, was delayed. 
     Osteen told the journalist requesting the public record that he had to check to see if 
that was excluded from the public’s right to view it. 
     There is not an attorney present at NCBDC Board of Directors meetings. 
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     As part of his report about this agreement, Osteen noted “After not having any luck 
with our county attorney nor with the previous county attorney, I reached out to 
(attorney) Doug McKoy to have him review our contract with NFEDP. He has done that, 
and I have a copy here ready for us to sign later today.” 
     From the conversation at the meeting, it was apparent that Osteen had sent the 
approved copy to each of the directors; however, there was no copy made available for 
view by anyone else at the meeting. 
     The directors present approved the contract by a motion and second that was met 
with no objections, in contrast with directors present actually casting a “Yes” vote 
verbally as individuals. 

NCBDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
     The Thursday afternoon meeting brought into focus the current and potential future 
members of the NCBDC Board of Directors. 
     The current NCBDC Board of Directors are George Buckner III, Chris Cowart, Greg 
Galpin, Phil Geist, Denny George, Bob Krefting, Holly McGlashan, Dick Streeter, 
Melissa Saco, Mary Swoope, Daniel Vaudreuil and Joyce Wilson. 
     Cowart, Geist, George, McGlashan, Streeter and Wilson have two-year terms that 
expire early next month (September). Cowart and George were absent from the Aug. 11 
meeting, but the other people with terms ending next month agreed to serve two more 
years if called upon to do so. 

OTHER NEWS 
     Osteen announced that he will be sharing an office with SCORE of the Nature Coast 
(Levy and Citrus counties) that is within the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkson 
Levy Campus, just south of the City of Fanning Springs. 
     Osteen also announced his intent to have regular NCBDC meetings at the CF Levy 
Campus on the second Thursday of each month, starting at 3 p.m. Therefore, the next 
meeting will be Sept. 8. 
     Osteen announced a plan that is still very much in the early formative stage where he 
would have a lunch and learn session with business owners from around the county. 
This will be similar to what some Chambers of Commerce do to help business interests 
meet with one another. These future NCBDC lunch and learn sessions will be by 
invitation only, and not open for general public attendance. 

 


