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Significant improvement 
in Internet service projected 
Tri-County Area connections 
planned in three or four years 

 
Levy County Local Technology Planning Team Chairman John Meeks prepares to begin 
the meeting Tuesday afternoon in Bronson. 
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     BRONSON – Within three to four years everyone in the Tri-County Area of Levy County, Dixie 
County and Gilchrist County will have access to fiberoptic Internet connections, given that a possible 
$100 million-plus project reaches fruition as planned. 

 
In this video, George Buckner III of 
Central Florida Electric 
Cooperative speaks about Conexon 
and why it was selected for this 
$100 million-plus project. (The 
ticking noise in the background is 
from the air-conditioning unit in 
the Levy County Government 
Complex Auditorium.) CLICK ON 
THE PHOTO TO SEE AND HEAR 
THE VIDEO. 
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George Buckner III of Central Florida Electric Cooperative (left) and Nature Coast 
(Levy County) Business Development Council Executive Director Scott Osteen are seen 
moments before the meeting begins. 
 

 
George Buckner III of Central Florida Electric Cooperative brings listeners into 
awareness of the rural electric cooperative’s plan moving forward to provide fiberoptic 
Internet service to people in the Tri-County Area. 
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Owners of Vantage Point Network Systems Inc. Edward W. ‘Edd’ Suor and his wife 
Suzanne Suor of Williston are seen in the foreground as Levy County Superintendent of 
Schools Chris Cowart is seen in the background. 
 
    The Levy County Local Technology Planning Team (LTPT) met Tuesday afternoon (Aug. 9) in the 
Levy County Government Center Auditorium, 310 School St., in Bronson. 
     Committee Chairman John Meeks was joined in person by LTPT members George Buckner III of 
Central Florida Electric Cooperative (CFEC), Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, 
Levy Cunty Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis, Levy County Tourist 
Development Council Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst,  Levy County Library Coordinator 
Darlene Slattery, Nature Coast (Levy County) Business Development Council Executive Director Scott 
Osteen, Levy County Procurement Coordinator and Ali Tretheway. Representing the Business Sector 
and attending via the Internet was LTPT Member Burke Brooks. 
     Also, in attendance at this meeting in person were non-members of the LTPT -- HardisonInk.com 
owner and publisher Jeff M. Hardison, and owners of Vantage Point Network Systems Inc. Edward 
W. “Edd” Suor and his wife Suzanne Suor of Williston. 
     Another non-LTPT person attending this meeting, although present via the Internet rather than in 
person, was a woman from the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity’s Office of Broadband. 
Her name is Kiwanis Curry. Curry appears to be the liaison for Levy County with that office. 
     The Office of Broadband works with local and state government agencies, community 
organizations and private businesses to increase the availability and effectiveness of broadband 
internet throughout the state, specifically in small and rural communities. Through these 
partnerships, the Office of Broadband encourages investment in grant funding opportunities for the 
broadband program that focus on the expansion of broadband. 
     The Florida Strategic Plan for Broadband outlines a three-step approach to forge a connected 
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economy— one that yields a more robust workforce, enhanced educational opportunities, and 
healthier Floridians. The plan also promotes economic growth, workforce education and job training, 
and workforce housing, particularly in rural, unserved, and underserved areas of the state. 
     There was a bit of irony during this meeting because the people “attending” via the Internet lost 
connection a few times. Curry of the DEO, however, made sure when connections were reestablished 
that she understood the conversation points during the committee meeting. The Levy Cunty LTPT has 
been meeting monthly for five or so months, although last month (July) there was no meeting. 
     Buckner provided insight Tuesday afternoon into the CFEC plan to provide fiberoptic Internet 
access to every CFEC member, as well as to offer it to Duke Energy Florida and other utility customers 
in the area if they want it. LTPT Chairman Meeks again made it clear that the Levy County 
Commission does not want to be in the Internet service provider business, but it is happy to have 
CFEC as a partner in this service for the business interests, residents and visitors of Levy County. 
     In the monthly CFEC newsletter to members, it notes that fiberoptic connections are the fastest 
Internet connection. 
     LTPT Chairman Meeks opened the meeting by speaking about various state and federal grants that 
may help fund this venture. He also said the input from people in Levy County on forms to show the 
state and federal government about the need for better Internet service here was a bit lacking from his 
perspective. 
     People verbally complain and they note the poor service on social media outlets, but when the 
county asked people to take a simple speed test or to fill in a simple form on a survey, the numbers of 
participants left something to be desired, Chairman Meeks intimated. 
     Meanwhile, CFEC is moving forward with its plan to bring fiberoptic connections to the Tri-County 
Area. 
     CFEC has selected Conexon to head the effort for construction of fiber hardware in the Tri-County 
Area. Conexon is a broadband consulting firm that works exclusively with rural electric cooperatives 
across the country to deliver world-class fiber internet services. 
     Utility bills for CFEC members will NOT increase as a result of this broadband project, the monthly 
newsletter for CFEC members notes. The estimated $100 million-plus cost for buildout is sought to be 
funded by state and federal grants. 
     These fiber connections will run along poles or underground with the CFEC powerlines, Buckner 
said. 
     Buckner sought approval of a resolution from Levy County showing the county endorses the rural 
electric cooperative seeking grants to fund the project. He gave the committee the first draft of the 
resolution, which will be modified as the committee wants before presentation to the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners for its approval. A similar resolution is bound to be sought for 
approval from County Commissions in Dixie County and Gilchrist County as well. 
     Bucker said CFEC intends to seek support from the cities within the county as well to show parties 
the desire of the Tri-County Area for this improvement in Internet service. 
     Conexon currently has 60-plus broadband fiber groups it is working with, Buckner said, adding 
that Conexon plans to install about 57,000 miles of fiber this year. 
     Conexon is helping CFEC with grant writing as well, Buckner said. 
    The CFEC plan is to have one grant application submitted before its Sept. 30 deadline. 
    On another front, Buckner said, CFEC has identified a grant-writer who has worked with the rural 
electric cooperative in the Tri-County Area before. Within the next few weeks, CFEC hopes to meet 
with that grant-writer to seek Community Development Block Grants as a funding source for this 
project. 
     Buckner said the figure for this project is $100 million-plus, because to cover the CFEC 
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membership would cost $100 million, but with the addition of Duke Energy Florida and other utility 
customers in the Tri-County Area that accounts for the “plus.” 
     To start the project, the co-op is going to seed the project and fund some of the start-up for it, 
Buckner said.  
     First, engineers will review the existing infrastructure of poles, etc., Buckner said. After that, there 
is the “make ready” phase, where CFEC will replace poles, or add poles, or spans where it is 
determined they are needed.  
     As mentioned, wherever CFEC lines are today, that is where the fiberoptic lines will be running – 
on poles and underground. 
     “We’re going to have a lot of crews in here doing a lot of work,” Buckner said. 
     This project will create jobs during the construction phase of an estimated three to four years. 
Buckner said CFEC plans to let Conexon know about its consistent preference to hire locally first. 
     After that construction, CFEC is taking ownership of operating the service, although Conexon will 
maintain certain proprietary ownership for software programs and the like, Buckner said. The rural 
electric cooperative chose against giving Conexon everything because that way Conexon cannot sell 
the service to AT&T or some other interest, Buckner said. 
     Instead, this will be a co-op venture.  
     This CFEC-connected operation as an Internet service provider will be a separate aspect of the 
cooperative, and this separate entity will be for-profit, Buckner said. The Board of Trustees for the 
fiberoptic company will be the same as for CFEC, and Denny George, CFEC general manager, will be 
the president of the fiberoptic company that will be under the umbrella of CFEC, Buckner said. 


