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Dixie County Commission 
conducts hot, fast meeting 

 
(from left) Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Vice Chairman W.C. 
Mills and County Commissioner Jody Stephenson look at papers during the meeting. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 8, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 
     OLD TOWN – The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners completed a successful meeting 
Thursday morning (July 7), despite enduring hot indoor conditions at the former meeting place of the 
Dixie County School Board. 
     Due to the air-conditioner not being turned on soon enough, the meeting room was like a sauna 
from start to finish. 

 
 

Dixie County 
Attorney Chana 
Watson and 
County 
Commissioner 
James Valentine 
look at papers 
during the 
meeting. 
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Dixie County 
Manager Duane 
Cannon speaks to 
the County 
Commission about 
some of the many 
matters he deals 
with in the county. 
 
     County 
Commissioner Mark 
Hatch was absent, 
however he gave input 
via telephone. Due to 
being absent from an 
illness, he was unable 

to vote. A previous Executive Order from Gov. Ron DeSantis to accommodate remote meetings and 
actions to reduce the spread of COVID-19 during the global pandemic is no longer in effect. 
     Back then, elected officials could vote when they were on a teleconference. As for Hatch, it was 
reported that he had strep throat when this meeting happened. 
     County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey let everyone know the meeting would be moving 
relatively quickly, not just because of the very uncomfortably hot temperature in the meeting room, 
but because he and others were going to attend a viewing and funeral for his uncle early that 
afternoon. 
     As promised, the meeting progressed quickly to its conclusion with several public hearings bringing 
4-0 votes. In fact, there were no dissenting votes during the meeting that day. 
     Likewise, at this meeting, here was no line of people waiting to speak at the podium concerning 
matters. 
 

NEW DIXIE COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 

 

Dixie County Attorney 
Chana Watson sits at the 
dais with the Dixie County 
Commission on Thursday 
(July 7). She is replacing 
attorney M. Michael 
O’Steen as the Dixie County 
Commissioner. 
O'Steen was recently 
convicted of a federal 
felony and a federal 
misdemeanor. 
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     Dixie County Attorney Chana Watson served in her first regular meeting for the Dixie County 
Commission on Thursday. Watson already serves the Dixie County School Board as its attorney. The 
current agreement is short-term, only going through August. 
     There is an attorney interview-review scheduled for 1 p.m. on July 21 in the Dixie County 
Commission meeting room in the Dixie County Courthouse. That will be followed by a budget 
workshop from 3 to 5 p.m. in the same place, and then, at 6 p.m., the regular twice-monthly meeting 
of the County Commission is set to be in its normal meeting room. 
     The County Commission has been holding some of its regular and emergency meetings in an old 
meeting room formerly used by the Dixie County School Board, which is now meeting in the Dixie 
County High School Gymnasium. 
     The County Commission moved its meetings to the Old Town location while the sheriff’s plans for 
improved courthouse security were brought to bear with new construction. Another announcement 
during the July 7 meeting is the anticipated completion of paving on a parking lot across the street to 
the east from the Dixie County Courthouse. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Greg Bailey of North 
Florida Professional 
Services tells the 
County Commission 
about progress on a 
construction project at 
the Dixie County 
Courthouse and a 
parking lot near to the 
courthouse. This 
dialogue was separate 
from when he led the 
public hearing 
regarding a CDBG 
application. 
 

     Greg Bailey of North Florida Professional Services led the County Commission through the second 
of two public hearings to initiate a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Transportation 
Project. 
     This project is paving about a half-mile each of Northeast 95th Street and Northeast 97th Street on 
the north side of Cross City, Bailey said. The public hearing was to seek public input, of which there 
was none; and to authorize transmittal CDBG application. 
     Commission Chairman Storey said there was a safety issue when this project was first looked at, 
and there was another two feet needed on each side of the road. This is the 351 Bypass in Cross City, 
Storey said, and the County Commission set those two streets aside, until the safety issue was resolved 
with planning. 
     One of these streets goes to the Timber Apartments, he added. 
    After there was no public input, there was a motion and second and a 4-0 vote to approve the 
transmittal of the CDBG grant application. 
     In the next 10 public hearings on the morning, there were also no members of the public who made 
any comments. 
     Nine of the 10 were approved and one was tabled. When one of these requests were from a resident 
in the district served by Commissioner Hatch, he gave his input over the phone. The one that was 
tabled was in Commission Chairman Storey’s district. 
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     Following are those results -- all with 4-0 votes. 
     ● Richard and Mary Lou Harmon requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle 
in an Environmentally Sensitive Area zoning district at 1950 N.E. 835th St., Old Town. This is 
in   Commissioner Jody Stephenson’s district (District 1). It had been tabled on June 16. The request 
was approved. 
     ● Adrienne and Staci Janssen requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in 
an Environmentally Sensitive Area zoning district at 110 N.E. 770th St., Old Town. This is in 
Commissioner W.C. Mills’ district (District 2). It had been tabled on June 16. The request was 
approved. 
     ● Daniel and Nancy Kimble requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 
Agriculture zoning district at 39 S.E. 467th St., Old Town. This is in Commissioner Hatch’s district 
(District 3). Commissioner Hatch recommended approval. The request was approved. 
     ● John and Lisa Willis requested a Special Exception permit one recreational vehicle in an 
Agriculture zoning district at 565 NE 575th St., Old Town. (Dist. 2 - Mills) The request was approved. 
     ● Mary J. Clark requested a Special Exception permit one recreational vehicle in a Residential 
Single Family/ Mobile Home zoning district at 295 S.E. 241st St., Old Town. (Dist. 3 - Hatch) The 
request was approved. 
     ● Rhonda Wilson requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 
Agriculture zoning district at 223 N.E. 595th St., Old Town. (Dist. 4 - Storey) The request was 
approved. 
     ● Dominic Perrone III requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 
Agriculture zoning district at 280 N.E. 290 Ave., Old Town. (Dist. 4 - Storey) The request was 
approved. 
     ● Timothy and Annette Owens requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in 
an Agriculture zoning district at 640 S.E. 709th St, Old Town. (Dist. 3 - Hatch) The request was 
approved. 
     ● Brian and Deanna Hammerquist requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle 
in Agriculture zoning district at 80 N.E. 278th Ave., Old Town. The request was TABLED. There was 
an objection and Chairman Storey said he would look into the objection. 
     ● Joel A. Wieder requested a Special Exception to permit one recreational vehicle in Agriculture 
zoning district at 565 S.E. 790th St., Old Town. (Dist. 3 - Hatch) The request was approved. 
 

Dixie County Solid Waste Director 
Michael Latson speaks to the 
County Commission. First, he 
mentioned that he is thankful for 
the very warm temperature in the 
meeting room, because normally 
during County Commission 
meetings in the air-conditioned 
rooms, he is chilly. He was given 
permission to buy a used 
Caterpillar grappler machine to 
help the department with the 
required burning or tree limbs and 
the like that are brought in. The 
cheapest bid of the three was for 
$21,000, He received a 4-0 vote of 

                                                                                                         approval. 
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NEW VEHICLES 
     Dixie County Building Department Director Leon Wright was given approval to buy a four-cylinder 
Chevrolet truck from Big Bend Chevrolet for $9,000 more than the quote given for a comparable 
Dodge truck. 
     The Dodge would have been bought from a Jacksonville dealer. However there is no way to know 
when that truck will be available for purchase, and there seemed to be some uncertainty about the 
price once it came in. 
     When asked by commissioners how badly the Building Department needs the truck, Wright 
explained that this new truck is to go to code enforcement. 
     Wright reminded the commissioners that one truck was lost recently in a terrible fluke accident 
that ended the life of a Building Department inspector. 
     Meanwhile, he added, another Building Department truck is supposed to be given to Dixie County 
Mosquito Control Director Dwayne Chauncey to be outfitted with the equipment to spray for 
mosquitoes. 
     With that, Wright was given a 4-0 vote of approval to buy the truck from the dealership in 
Chiefland. 
     On another matter related to vehicles in Dixie County government, Dixie County Emergency 
Services Director Darian Brown let the County Commission know there will be more money budgeted 
for his department next year to cover rising fuel costs. 
 

ALLEGED SPEEDERS IN OLD TOWN 
     During the time when members of the public could address the County Commission on matters, 
Warren Barrow of Old Town brought them into awareness about a traffic issue. 
     He has a radar gun because he clocks his son’s pitching. He has clocked vehicles going as fast as 80 
mph through the Forest Hills Subdivision in on Northeast 790th Street near Northeast 424th Avenue 
and other parts of that street. 
     Barrow said there is one 25 mph sign. He would like another placed. 
     Commissioner W.C. Mills said that the county should not be using round aluminum poles for any 
more street signs, because people steal them and recycle the aluminum. 
     An unidentified woman yelled from the audience something about speed bumps. 
     From the conversation, it seems like the county staff will look at the issue and potentially add 
another 25 mph sign. 

 

 
 
Jered Lizotte of Locklear and 
Associates give the County 
Commission an update on a 
paving matter where the 
engineering company is serving 
the residents and visitors of 
Dixie County. 
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OTHER ACTIONS 
     Among the many other actions in that hot and fast County Commission meeting: 
     ●  Suwannee Water and Sewer District General Manager Keith Segar reported that a 12-inch water 
main break, and the subsequent required boil water notice were issued, and then when the water was 
proved safe, the notice was rescinded. Segar’s general report about this water and sewer district was 
upbeat. 
     ● As noted, Greg Bailey of North Florida Professional Services said the construction at the 
courthouse is done, and the July 21 meeting of the County Commission can be in the Commission 
Meeting Room on the southeast corner of the Dixie County Courthouse. 
     ● The County Commission agreed to a contract for legal services from Dixie County Attorney 
Chana M. Watson from June 17 through Aug. 1. 
     ● The County Commission agreed to approve a deed back to the Town of Cross City for the 
Women’s Club Building. 
     ● The County Commission agreed to increase the Worthmann Roofing bid by increasing it 
$253,460.87 as a result of the roofing company seeing higher prices for materials. The total of that bid 
is now $509,548.89. 
     ● The County Commission agreed to award the financing of a bulldozer for the Solid Waste 
Department to Capital City Bank at 3.55 percent. Drummond Community Bank and Ameris Bank 
were other bidders, but those banks’ interest rates were higher for this financing. 


