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Story and Photo 
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     OLD TOWN – It is written on the wall. 
     Actually, it’s words put on a broken clock, but the thought is very sweet. It is southern 
hospitality heralding kindness in its finest hour. 
     “This moment in time brought to you by: HardisonInk.com,” was put on a clock on a 
wall. 
     Somehow, with no prompting or request from Jeff M. Hardison, who is doing 
business as HardisonInk.com, a clock that has been published in the daily news website 
for the past month, with the clock’s time noting as not changing, served as the 
mantelpiece for some clever person to put the promotional phrase. 
     “As I approached the former meeting room of the Dixie County School Board in Old 
Town,” Hardison said, “I saw Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon outside the meeting 
room. It was already 80-plus degrees Fahrenheit, but Duane greeted me and said it was 
cooler outside than inside the meeting room.” 
     As it turned out, when the room was opened at about 9 a.m., it was as hot as a car that 
had been sitting in the sun. Some off-site location reportedly controls the air-
conditioner, and no one turned it on for a meeting to start at 10 a.m. on July 7. 
     “I walked in and was glad to know I was wearing a button-up short-sleeve shirt with 
dress shorts and my go-t0-town sneakers,” Hardison said. “I flitted around the room 
shooting the breeze with people. I looked up at the clock to see if it has been moved in 
time. I thought before that it just needed new batteries. I noticed the words from a 
distance, but I couldn’t believe it.” 
     The former daily newspaper editor and daily reporter, weekly newspaper editor and 
weekly reporter who has earned several awards from the Florida Press Association since 
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1983 and the Florida Press Club since 1989, 2020 and in 2021, including most 
recently as a publisher, said he was very pleased with the phrase. 
     “I thought it was very nice to see some person showing they had read the stories and 
looked at the pictures closely enough to notice that clock issue,” Hardison said. “I guess 
the clock is broken. Oh well, even a broken clock is correct twice a day.” 
     The publisher said in a couple of weeks, the Dixie County Board of County 
Commissioners are slated to resume their regular meetings in the meeting room in 
Cross City. 
     “I do have quite a collection of letters and trophies from individuals and 
organizations,” he said. “This little gift was a very nice way to help me get through a 
meeting that was truly uncomfortably hot.” 
     The journalist said he answered telephone calls and received emails later that day 
from people in Inglis.  
     “As far as I can tell,” Hardison said, “from the northern coverage area I focus on in 
Dixie County through the southern coverage area I focus on in Levy County, there are 
people who want me to know they appreciate my work. It was a real day-brightener for 
me on Thursday. Of course, I go elsewhere on occasion beyond this part of Florida...” 

 


