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     WILLISTON – Two people running for the Levy County School Board District 5 seat spoke 

to the people during a forum in Williston on June 24.     Larry E. Jones and Devin Whitehurst 

are the non-partisan candidates seeking this job. 

 

Larry E. Jones 
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     Larry Jones said 

he has more than 20 

years of building 

maintenance, 

grounds 

maintenance and 

construction 

experience. He has 

managed and 

motivated a diverse 

workforce, he said. 

     If elected, Jones said he intends to maintain the schools by utilizing all of the resources the 

county has available for that purpose. 

     He is married to Carolyn Garreau-Jones, a middle school science teacher in Levy County. 

     Jones said he believes in lifelong learning, and that this can be used to instruct students – by 

showing them the life that was led by today’s adults. 

     He returned to college in 2015 and earned his bachelor’s degree. 

     “I believe all Levy County students are capable of graduating, going into college, or in some 

cases enlisting in the service, or finding their own avenue for a career – maybe starting their 

own business. Maybe working for another company like at the University of Florida, or 

something like that.” 

     Jones said that while today’s students are more globally connected than in years past, it is the 
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duty of people in the community to guide and teach them to lead them in the right direction. 

     One key part of his platform is to assure that every student in Levy County has an equal 

opportunity for education. 
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      Devin 

Whitehurst said he 

is a 1997 graduate 

of Williston High 

School, where his 

grandfather and 

father also 

graduated. 

     Whitehurst graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in finance, he said.  

     After that, he started to work as a financial adviser at Nature Coast Financial Services. He 

married his wife, Annie. They have three children, with one each at Williston Elementary 

School, Joyce Bullock Elementary School and Williston Middle High School. 

     Then, Whitehurst went to work at his family’s construction company -- V. E. Whitehurst & 

Sons Inc., where he has worked for the past 19 years. 

     He is involved as a parent in Levy County 4-H, FFA, and the Williston Youth Athletic 

Association. Whitehurst is the secretary-treasurer for the Levy County Cattlemen’s Association, 

as well as being part of the congregation of First United Methodist Church of Williston. 

     He mentioned that his children were at the Church of God vacation bible school, which 

caused him to arrive after the start of the forum that night. 

     “I believe God leads me in everything I do,” Whitehurst said. “I’m always going to be a public 

servant if I can.” 

     Whitehurst said he feels led to run for Levy County School Board.  

     “I feel like I can be a voice for the kids,” Whitehurst said, “and as a parent, I am very involved 

and very service-minded.” 

     He added that he is the treasurer of the construction company, as well as for the cattlemen’s 

association, and he believes this background in business will help him as a School Board 

member. He mentioned that V. E. Whitehurst & Sons Inc. has 69 people currently employed, 

and the company has had as many as 120 employees – right here in Levy County. 

     Being a fourth-generation Levy Countian, Whitehurst said he thinks he knows what the 

people of the county want. And as a parent, he believes he knows what parents want for their 

children from the school system in Levy County.     


