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FWC law enforcement actions 
in Tri-County Area found 
One BUI arrest and undersized fish citations issued 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 4, 2022 at 11:12 a.m. 
     LIVE OAK -- A request for public records on June 28 from activities by the law enforcement part 
of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) brought records sent via email on 
July 1. 
     The FWC provides a statewide Division of Law Enforcement Weekly Report which is very brief. The 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement has a motto to “Patrol, Protect, Preserve.” 
     That weekly report shows some of the law enforcement activity by the FWC from the various 
regions of the state.  
     These reports represent some of the many activities the FWC handles over specified weeks; 
however, it does not include all actions taken by the FWC Division of Law Enforcement, which is very 
active, especially since the former Florida Marine Patrol was merged with the FWC decades ago. 
     These requested reports were from the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties that 
were in a set of reports in the weekly digest of FWC Division of Law Enforcement reports in the May 
13-19 period. There are six regions of the FWC. 
     The regions of the FWC are Northwest Region, North Central Region, Northeast Region, Southwest 
Region, South Region A and South Region B. 
     The Tri-County Area is in the FWC North Central Region. All of the 17 counties in this FWC region 
are Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Citrus, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Duval, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, 
Levy, Madison, Nassau, Suwannee, Taylor and Union counties. 
     Charles King of the FWC noted he was unable to locate a written report for the "distressed vessel 
offshore," which was among the records sought from the FWC by the daily news website. 
     Another report requested involved a drowned person. The drowning was turned over to the 
Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, King noted. 
      Following are some of the results from that cursory search of public records regarding FWC law 
enforcement action in Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist, provided by the FWC when requested. 

 

LEVY COUNTY 
 
 
Gary Mason Clark 
Mugshot By LCSO 
 
     Gary Mason Clark, 42, of Chiefland was arrested May 
14 for boating while under the influence (BUI) of alcohol 
or other drugs. This operation of a vessel while normal 
facilities are impaired is a second degree misdemeanor, 
just like the version on land where a person is operating a 
motor vehicle and it is known as DUI. 
     Clark also reportedly was charged with another second 
degree misdemeanor for allegedly refusing to submit to a 
blood test, breath test, or urine test, according to the 
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narrative of the incident. And he was cited for not having a fire extinguisher on the boat. 
    FWC Officer Corrie Bell and FWC Officer Michael Jovanov were on water patrol on the Suwannee 
River when they stopped a 1999 19-foot Godfrey Marine Co. open motorboat to conduct a vessel safety 
inspection, according to records.  
     FWC Officer Jovanov noted in his report that he and Officer Bell were on the Suwannee River, near 
Fanning Springs State Park, at approximately 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, when they “observed a 
vessel leaving the Suwannee Belle Landing 
Restaurant traveling in a careless manner northeast in the Suwannee River on the Levy County side of 
the river.” 
     In Bell’s report, he noted that “we had to take action to avoid possible collision on the Levy side of 
the river due to a vessel leaving the Suwannee Belle restaurant.” 
     The vessel piloted by Clark came across the river into the FWC boat’s path of travel in a careless 
manner on the Levy 
County side of the river, Officer Bell noted. 
     The FWC officers following the vessel to the Joe Anderson Sr. boat ramp on the Dixie County side 
of the river, where Bell saw Clark park his vessel in a manner that obstructed the boat ramp, 
according to records. 
     When Clark exited his vessel, he proceeded up the hill while in an evasive manner, Bell noted. 
Officer Jovanov exited their patrol vessel and contacted Clark. They returned to the vessel, where Bell 
asked Clark if he was the captain of the vessel and he said that he was, according to records. 
     Officer Bell noticed that Clark smelled of alcohol and was displaying several indicators of 
impairment, which are well-documented in the narrative, including the results recorded after Clark 
consented to standard field sobriety tasks, according to records. 
     After completing the tasks, Officer Bell arrested Clark for BUI and booked him into Levy County 
Jail. 
     FWC Officer Marcus Reith, who was with FWC Officer Ryan Gilbert as they were conducting water 
patrol in Levy County on that day and time, was called by Bell to transport BUI suspect Clark, 
according to records. Officer Reith was the law enforcement officer who was told by Clark that he 
would not submit to a breath test, according to records. 
     Clark was released from jail on $10,000 bond, according to records from the Levy County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

DIXIE COUNTY 
     FWC Officers Austin Sheffield was on offshore patrol at 6:40 p.m. on May 14, according to records, 
when he observed a vessel traveling easterly toward Horseshoe Beach with several fishing rods 
displayed from the vessel. 
     The officer was on patrol at Shired Island, Dixie County, when he observed two individuals Juan 
Rodrigues, 23, and Jocsan Blas Ibarra, 28, both of Live Oak, in a 1980 16-foot Rhyan-Crafts Boats 
open motorboat. 
     Officer Sheffield observed the two people actively fishing in a that vessel near a bridge, according to 
records. 
     Officer Sheffield conducted a resource inspection, and the fishermen were found to be over the bag 
limit of trout and redfish. The fish were seized and returned to the water. The users were cited 
accordingly, records showed 
     FWC Business and Public Records Administrator Hollie Weathersbee provided the assistance 
required to obtain the public records, which included pictures of the undersized fish being placed next 
to a ruler before they were returned to the water. 


