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3 property appraiser candidates speak 

 
(from left) David Rogers, Jason Whistler and James Allen stand at the front 
of the R. Gerald Hethcoat Community Room in Williston City Hall on June 
24 as they prepare to answer questions during the non-partisan candidate 
forum that night. 
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     WILLISTON – All three candidates seeking to be elected as the next Levy County 
Property Appraiser spoke June 24 in Williston at a very long candidate forum. 
 

This is how the 
choice will 
appear for people 
of all political 
parties, or no 
party, when they 
go to vote in the 
Aug. 23 primary. 
This will be the 
election to decide 
the winner. 
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Seen here six years ag0, the late Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn 
‘Oz’ Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) waves to journalist Jeff M. 
Hardison during the 2016 Independence Day Parade through Williston. 
This parade went about two city blocks away from where the candidate 
forum was held six years later in 2022. 
 
     James Allen, David Rogers and Jason Whistler all qualified for the Levy County 
Property Appraiser’s race and they are listed on the official sample ballot. Allen, Rogers 
and Whistler are seeking to fill the unexpired term of the late Osborn “Oz” Barker, who 
died from COVID-19. 
     Although Gov. Ron DeSantis could have appointed a person to fill that unexpired 
term, the governor did not. Hence, the added election for this office and for another 
constitutional Levy County elected official are races on the Aug. 23 primary ballot for 
Levy County voters. 
     Like every elected office being sought in Levy County government, only Republicans 
are running. Therefore, Republicans and registered voters who are Democrats, or who 
registered as “NP” or “Other,” will see this on their ballots for the Aug. 23 primary 
election, which in this instance and others will be the final election. 
     This race will be decided, like some others in the Tri-County Area of Levy County, 
Dixie County and Gilchrist County, on Aug. 23, rather than in the General Election of 
Nov. 8. 
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James Allen 

 
 

James Allen 
speaks to the 
people. 
 
 

     James Allen 
said he loves 
serving the people 
of Levy County, 
and he is a fourth-
generation 
member of his 

family who are from Levy County. He has lived here for his whole life. 
     He graduated from Chiefland High School in 1993. His two children attend Chiefland 
Middle High School.  
     “If I was elected,” Allen said, “I would serve the people of Levy County. And I would 
be honored to serve the people of Levy County. That’s what I love doing. You know, I 
love serving the people.” 
     Allen said he will stand up for the rights of the people of Levy County, as much as the 
law will allow him to help. Appraising taxable property values and providing exemptions 
are governed by Florida law. 
     “I will honor you with integrity and I will not forget where I came from,” Allen said, 
“because I am a humble servant, serving you, the people of Levy County.” 
     Like every candidate that night, Allen thanked The Lighthouse Church, Pastor 
Johnnie Jones III and Gussie Boatright, the chair of the Levy County Democratic Party, 
for bringing the forum to fruition. Pastor Lance Hayes of Chiefland had brought 
together the first candidate forum earlier this year. 
     The City of Williston provided the meeting place for this forum. 
     Other opportunities are being held in all three counties – Levy County, Dixie County 
and Gilchrist County, where candidates are speaking. HardisonInk.com has created 
another forum, where candidates can participate or be listed as non-responsive. 
     The only race where that is not happening is the Levy County Property Appraiser 
race, because between the forum held at the church in Chiefland and this forum held in 
the R. Gerald Hethcoat Community Room in Williston City Hall on June 24, the voters 
will have seen enough of these three candidates to make a choice.  
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David Rogers 
 
 

David Rogers speaks 
to the people. 
 
     Rogers was the first 
and only candidate to 
mention that he is a 
Republican, although all 
candidates in Levy 
County are Republicans 
in the races for elected 
county officials this year. 
     Like Allen, Rogers has 

lived his whole life in Levy County.  
     With his experiences in the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office, combined with 
his work experiences in the Florida Department of Corrections, and the Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office, Rogers said, he believes he has gained a multitude of skills, as well as the 
personality, a work ethic and the fierce drive that will be needed to serve the citizens of 
Levy County in this elected office. 
     “I’m honest, hardworking and trustworthy,” Rogers said. 
     He has been married to his wife April for 21 years and they have two daughters. Allen 
mentioned that for the past 15 years, he has worked in the LCSO. Before that, he worked 
for the Florida Department of Corrections. 
     Before those 18 to 19 years in corrections and law enforcement, Rogers worked for 
nine years at the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office, he said. 
     “We need a leader that will be fair and honest to all property owners,” Rogers said, 
“and treat everyone with the utmost respect.  
     “I believe it takes skill in managing and focusing in developing others,” Rogers 
continued, “and to encourage strategic thinking. I have a multitude of skills, personality 
traits, a work ethic and the fierce drive that will be needed to serve the people of Levy 
County.” 
     Rogers said he knows that to meet the needs of the people, it will take a team working 
together in the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office.  
     “I will promise to have an atmosphere of rapport, of respect, to work together to solve 
all of your property assessment needs,” Rogers said. “You will be greeted as an equal 
with professionalism. My door will always be open.” 
     Rogers said his experiences in the Property Appraiser’s Office and the LCSO has 
given him the opportunity to increase his management skills and to bring employees 
together as a cohesive unit. 
     He reminded everyone to exercise their right to vote on Aug. 23. 
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Jason Whistler 

 
Jason Whistler 
speaks to the 
people. 
 
 

     Whistler 
apologized to the 
audience because 
he had just 
returned from 
church camp in 
Georgia, where he 
was with 35 

children and four other adults. 
     With that math making it so there were seven kids per adult for a whole week, and 
with his just returning, Whistler said he hoped the people can forgive him if he seemed a 
bit tired that night. 
     “If your question was ‘Can you handle, politics, the public and issues?’ that is a piece 
of cake,” Whistler said. “Nothing to it. Now, dealing with 35 kids at youth camp in 
Georgia, that’s a whole nother matter, But I proved myself to myself this week.” 
     Whistler said he has been married for 21 years to B.J. Lowe Whistler. They have three 
sons, who are all involved in sports.  
     Whistler has served in the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office for 22 years, 
starting first with Francis Akins and then through the years when the late Osborn ‘Oz’ 
Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) served the people of Levy County as the property 
appraiser. 
     Whistler is state-certified as a Florida property evaluator. Currently, he is responsible 
for all new construction permits in Levy County in regard to property value. He also 
reviews records for accuracy to assure they are fair evaluations of property value. 
     He has been cross-trained in the office for exemption relief, entering data, analyzing 
Truth In Millage (TRIM) and sales prices of real property. 
     Whistler let everyone know that he and the other two candidates for this position are 
all close friends. He works with Allen currently. Keeping in mind that they are all 
friends, Whistler said he thinks that of the three men, he is the easiest to come talk to. 
     Whistler said that not only does he want to be property appraiser, but he wants to be 
the people’s friend in county government.  
     “If you have a problem with the roads; if you have a problem with the commissioners; 
if you have a problem with this or that,” Whistler said, “know that I can’t help you. But 
call me. Get it off your chest. That’s what I’ve done all my life.” 
     While he may not be able to solve a problem like those himself, Whistler said he may 
be able to point the person toward the right person, agency or department to fix an 
issue. 
     Before his 22 years in the Property Appraiser’s Office, Whistler spent 10 years at 
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Walmart in Chiefland. 
     “That will prepare you for real life as well,” Whistler said. “At the (Walmart) customer 
return desk, that will get you ready for anything you can handle.” 
     Property Appraiser Barker laid a strong foundation, Whistler said, and although they 
have been short-handed for staff members in the office, the team of workers there have 
been getting the job done. 
     When the three candidates were asked if they saw a trend in Florida property values 
right now, they all concurred that property values in Florida appear to be on the rise, 
and people may expect to see as much at least a 10 percent increase in their appraised 
taxable property value within the next year. 


