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11th Annual Epic Back to School 

End of Summer Bash precedes 

schools’ opening on Aug. 10 
This year, the bash is Tri-County Area again 

 
Leon Clyatt (left), the longest senior usher ever serving at First United Methodist Church 

of Chiefland, welcomes Sean Brewer, one of four candidates seeking election to be the 

Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge (Group 12), as the candidate arrives at the big event 

in Chiefland on Saturday (July 30). 

 

Story and Photos  

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 31, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND -- It became an annual tradition after having started as an alternative to Vacation 

Bible School at First United Methodist Church of Chiefland, 707 N. Main St. (U.S. Highway 19) 11 years 

ago, in the summer of 2011. 

 
One part of an exceedingly lengthy line of people stand together as they prepare to enter 

the 11th Annual Epic Back to School End of Summer Bash. On the other side of this view is 

the former front entrance to the older sanctuary of First United Methodist Church of 

Chiefland, 707 N. Main St. (U.S. Highway 18), Chiefland.  
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Some of the hundreds of backpacks sit ready to be presented to people at the event. 

 

 
Some of the equipment used by Chiefland Fire Rescue is parked near to the event. Seen 

here, it is open for display; however, on a moment’s notice, this machine would be rolling 

to respond to a call for help in the city or the surrounding part of Levy County designated 

for its service, or as Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris has mentioned, beyond that area 

to assist other fire departments. 
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Two of the Chiefland Fire Rescue team are seen at the bash and grant a request for a 

photo opportunity. They are Firefighter Norman Bray and CFR Capt. John Lake. 

 

 
This view somewhat captures the extent of how the annual event draws people to one 

place to accept school supplies, have a bit of fun and camaraderie as well as enjoy many 

opportunities to accept information and promotional items. 
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Amber Williams, 

the sexual 

violence advocate 

for Levy County 

with Another Way 

(left) and 

Shannon Cannon, 

the domestic 

violence advocate 

for Levy County 

with Another Way 

tell visitors about 

what this 

organization does 

to help people. 

Another Way, the 

Florida Diagnostic 

& Learning 

Resources System, 

and Episcopal 

Children’s Services were among the 23 organizations at the event providing people with 

information, school supplies and promotional items. 

 

 

 

(from left) Jo 

Cayer, a volunteer 

with The 

Children’s Table, 

also helps here 

with Sam Hall, 

Emmylou Dubord 

and Malachi Davis 

(standing behind 

Dubord) as part of 

the University of 

Florida Child 

Advocacy Center 

at the event. 
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At the table distributing popcorn and hotdogs are (from left) Katie Granger, Merci 

Roberson and Shelby Crane.  

 

 
Amandalyn Cranford, 14, a student at Chiefland Middle High School tosses a ball into a 

cup to win a prize (swag) at the table staffed by representatives of Palms Medical Group. 

 

https://www.palmsmg.org/
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Among the leaders of 

the bash again this 

year is Tri-County 

Community Resource 

Center Manager 

Beverly Goodman, 

and sitting behind 

her is A.D. Goodman, 

Beverly's husband 

and renowned 

volunteer in many 

realms including as a 

leader in firefighting 

with the Chiefland 

Fire Rescue 

Department. A.D. 

Goodman also serves 

as one of the many 

great employees of 

Central Florida 

Electric Cooperative. 

 

 

Bill Brown, 93, and Jim Menasco, 65, agree to a photo opportunity at the bash. Brown is 

the founder of The Children's Table, a relatively well-known established resource in the 

war against local food insecurity in North Central Florida. Menasco, who like Brown is a 

member of the First 

UMC Chiefland 

congregation, has 

served many years 

as a volunteer with 

the United 

Methodist Men as 

well as having 

previously been the 

among the lead 

volunteers for the 

church’s video and 

acoustic needs 

during worship 

services. 
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Levy County Sheriff’s Office Citizens On Patrol Lt. Dan Kelly is the sole LCSO COP 

volunteer helping with traffic at the bash this year. Lt. Kelly is a longtime member of this 

volunteer force that assists in the community. There were marked LCSO units on streets 

this year, too, to reduce traffic hazards. 

 

 
(from left) First United Methodist Church Pastor Dallas Monismith, his wife Catherine 

Monismith and their daughter First UMC Chiefland Youth Director Caitlin Savage are 

seen at the table where the youth director was giving away folders with information 

about the programs for young people at the church. 
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The 

LifeSouth 

Bloodmobile 

is seen at the 

11th Annual 

Epic Back to 

School End of 

Summer 

Bash in 

Chiefland on 

Saturday 

(July 30). 

LifeSouth is a 

community blood center. That means the blood supply collected from our donors directly 

serves the needs of patients in the local community. Blood donors are a vital part of a 

team of individuals working together to save lives. For more information about 

LifeSouth Community Blood Centers, click HERE. 

 

     Pastor Terry Wines and the other leaders of the church, back in 2010-2011, wanted to reach out more 

into the greater Chiefland area community. Nowadays, this annual event is aimed at the whole Tri-

County Area of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 

     On Saturday (July 30), First United Methodist Church of Chiefland Pastor Dallas Monismith 

continued the evolved and evolving tradition of partnering with the Tri-County Community Resource 

Center (TCCRC) to host the annual event before the start of the regular school year. 

     TCCRC Manager Beverly Goodman led the effort for the Epic Back to School Bash again this year, 

helped by volunteers and partners galore. The TCCRC, which opened its doors on March 23, 2015, as a 

result of collaboration among area residents, faith-based organizations, advocacy groups, local 

businesses and community leaders who envisioned improving the lives of those in need and reducing 

the rate of child abuse and neglect in Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties, is one of the community centers 

that is part of the Partnership For Strong Families, based in Gainesville. 

     Back in 2015 and continuing today the City of Chiefland donated and is donating space to house the 

TCCRC in a building that used to accommodate the needs of the Chiefland Building Department at 15 N. 

Main St. (U.S. Highway 19) on the east side of the road just north of East Park Avenue. 

     Thanks to financial support from community partners including the University of Florida/Child 

Advocacy Center – Child Protection Team, CDS Family and Behavioral Health Services and First United 

Methodist Church of Chiefland, the Tri-County Community Resource Center opened. Today, the 

Partnership For Strong Families and other entities and individuals keep the TCCRC operating as an 

excellent central locale to help people in the Tri-County Area.  

     As for this year, the 2022 Annual Epic Back to School Bash has changed a bit from 11 years ago. The 

C. Doyle McCall Pavilion was the center of the distribution of backpacks, school supplies and many 

promotional items from the 23 organizations participating again this year, although there was a time 

not so long ago when that was just part of the grassy field behind the main structure of First UMC of 

Chiefland. 

     Built mostly by the First UMC of Chiefland’s United Methodist Men, with help from contractors, the 

pavilion honors the late Coach C. Doyle McCall (Oct. 14, 1928-Aug. 9, 2021), who was a Sunday school 

teacher there, as well as being a lay pastor when he was called upon. 

     Beyond that service to his brethren, the late Coach McCall was a force for youth athletics and 

https://www.lifesouth.org/
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learning at Chiefland High School, as well as in the whole state of Florida. He and other coaches from 

years ago were the cornerstones of the Florida High School Athletic Association’s organized state 

championship titles in high school sports for the Sunshine State. 

     As for the 2022 Annual Epic Back to School Bash, First UMC Chiefland again provided free hotdogs 

and popcorn to anyone who wanted it. Like last year, prayers requests were collected written on paper 

and put into a box, which was then later prayed over. 

     In years past, there has been a prayer tent on the grounds but health concerns from the ongoing 

mutations of COVID-19 have changed that previous practice. The global COVID-19 pandemic affected 

Chiefland, Levy County, the Tri-County Area, Florida and the whole planet as it caused the deaths of 

577 million people worldwide, with 91 million of those humans dying in the United States of America so 

far, according to information from the World Health Organization and the United States Centers for 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

     As for the host location this year, many of the church’s congregation members who actively helped 

before, after and during the event again participated this year. 

     This year, the event happened on the same day as the funeral for a former Sunshine Disciple, which 

is the women’s group at First UMC Chiefland. Several of the congregation left the Bash to attend the 

funeral of Evelyn McGehee Etheredge (May 18, 1922-July 7, 2022), who passed away Thursday, July 7, 

2022, at Haven Hospice from complications of COVID. She was 100 years old.  

     Many people spoke well of this beloved former teacher. She was known for her kind heart, and like 

the late Coach McCall, her positive influence on people and the community carries forward generations 

after she was an active teacher. 

     As for the history of this bash in Chiefland, the 2022 version included a bit of irony when looking 

back on this event. At the Third Annual Epic Back to School Bash in 2013, Pastor Wines mentioned that 

eventually the Epic End of Summer Bash may have to move to a bigger venue, like the C. Doyle McCall 

Football Field at Chiefland High School at the Wayne Pridgeon Stadium. Back then, the pavilion to 

honor Coach McCall did not exist. 

     Also back in 2013, Pastor Wines mentioned the then “new office administrator Diana Child.” 

     Child was a strong advocate in the forefront of the initial work to bring the TCCRC to fruition as well. 

     This event has changed over time in the activities that were there in previous years, too. The Scout 

Tower erected by Boy Scout Troop 514, has not been put up for some years now. It was a lookout tower 

constructed of cypress wood held together by rope and it was very tall. 

      Another fun activity from years gone by allowed participants to travel quickly through the air. 

     A zip line put up by Cub Scout Pack 514 was active for some years. It became longer one year thanks 

to help from Central Florida Electric Cooperative for providing the sturdy metal line. 

     Other aspects of former bashes included a dunk tank, a bounce house, and a water slide. There were 

alligators brought for education by the Florida  

     And Smokey Bear of Florida Forest Service fame made appearances in years gone by as well. 

     This year, as in years past, there were free clothes available in the First UMC Chiefland Fellowship 

Hall (the basement). 

     While there were not as many activities as in some years past, the spirit of giving abounded and 

everyone seemed grateful for the help with getting students geared up for the coming year. 

     And without any doubt, some number of providers, participants, guests, vendors, visitors and 

observers involved this year gave their thanks first to God for being able to participate in an overall 

wonder-filled annual event, again, and then let their human cohorts know they were grateful for help to 

start the school year. 


