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Williston celebrates Independence Day 
with phenomenal parade 
and spectacular fireworks 

 
Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross serves as Grand Marshal of the 2022 
Williston Independence Day Parade. He waves an American flag as he rides 
in the back seat of a convertible with his wife Anne. 
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     WILLISTON -- Williston’s Independence Day celebration Saturday brought 
thousands to see the annual parade on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) and a spectacular 
fireworks show at Horseman’s Park on Saturday (July 2). 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Desiree Jerrels Mills, candidate for the Levy County Commission District 3 
seat, hands out frozen treats to parade watchers. 
 

 
Quinn Whitehurst rides on her Uncle Devon Whitehurst's float waving to 
the crown. Devon Whitehurst is a candidate for the Levy County School 
Board District 5 seat.   
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Williston Council President Debra Jones (above) and Williston Council Vice 
President Marguerite Robinson ride on a city firetruck in the parade. 
 

 
The parade route on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) was decorated with 
American flags fluttering in the wind. A heavy rainstorm with lightning 
swept through the city in the early afternoon but ended well before the 
parade started. The parade was drenched in Williston sunshine. 
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Members of Williston Girl Scout Troop 385 wave American flags as they 
ride in the parade. 
 

 
Brandon Peters, one of two Democratic candidates for the Florida House of 
Representatives District 22 (which includes Levy County), waves to the 
crowd from his float. 
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Georgia Grimm, granddaughter of Levy County Commission District 4 
candidate Billy Hinote, promotes her grandfather's candidacy in a fancy toy 
car. Her mother walks behind the vehicle controlling its speed and steering 
it. 
 

 
Rebekah, Emaligh, Luke and Alyssa Nobles accept candy from a woman 
passing by them in the parade. 
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Levy County Commissioner Rock Meeks, who was reelected without 
opposition, tosses candy to a photographer snapping his photo. The 
Williston Independence Day parade has a tradition of placing incumbents 
ahead of political newcomers in the parade route. Meeks is an incumbent. 
 
     Floats were decked-out in red, white and blue as the parade passed by American flag-
waving residents and visitors on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27). Children seated along the 
parade route gladly accepted candy thrown their way.  
     Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross, senior member of the City Council, served as 
the Grand Marshal for the parade -- much to his surprise. He rode in the back of a 
convertible with his wife Anne. 
     City Council President Debra Jones said Councilman Ross normally isn’t able to 
climb aboard a firetruck to ride in the parade, but he was told the city had arranged for 
him to ride in a different firetruck that would accommodate him. It was a bit of a yarn, 
and his wife Anne was in on it. The honorable ruse worked. He wasn’t feeling well, but 
he agreed to go to the fire station. When he saw the convertible arrive, Councilman Ross 
knew he was the Grand Marshal of the 2022 Williston Independence Day Parade. 
      “It was a surprise. We kept it from him till the last minute,” Council President Jones 
said. 
     Jones said her father worked with Ross when Ross as an insurance adjuster. She said 
Ross was an excellent adjuster. She said he is quiet on the City Council, but when he 
says something, it’s worth listening to. 
      “He’s very business oriented, but he’ll come up with something at the end you need 
to hear - all of us really need to hear,” she said. 
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2022 Williston Junior Woman’s Club Citizen of the Year Missy Maguire is 
introduced by Miss Williston Olivia Nussell on the right and Jr. Miss 
Williston Karley Boyer on the left. The announcement of her win was made 
at Horseman's Park. 
 
 

 
Connie and Tim Taft sing a song at Horseman's Park. They are part of a 
talented band called Doc Adams, the featured band at Horseman's Park for 
the celebration this year. The band is from the Morriston area of 
unincorporated Levy County. 
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A brilliant blast of fireworks lights up the night sky at Horseman's Park. 
 

 
An explosion of color illuminates the night sky as part of the fireworks 
show. 
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Dr. Ken Schwiebert wins first place in the group horse competition with his 
entry. Riding beside him is his wife, the lovely and talented Heidi 
Schwiebert. 
 
     Last year’s Independence Day celebration at Horseman’s Park was a bit different than 
Saturday’s version. Last year, the city used a laser show with a fireworks display at the 
very end. 
     This year, the city hired Bill Foster of Premier Events to handle all the entertainment 
at Horseman’s Park including the band Doc Adams, and the fireworks show. Foster, a 
Williston resident and a professional promoter, charged the city less than the $10,000 
the city had paid in the past for the fireworks show alone. 
     Foster also handled the fireworks show in Archer. Doc Adams is a talented band from 
the Morriston area of unincorporated Levy County. 
     Williston City Council President Jones said the fireworks were ordered early this year 
to ensure there wouldn’t be a repeat of last year, when the city found out too late it 
couldn’t purchase any fireworks for the 2021 celebration. 
     During the show by Doc Adams, an announcement was made that Missy Maguire had 
been selected as 2022 Citizen of the Year by the Williston Junior Woman’s Club. 
     The Williston Junior Woman’s Club is affiliated with the Williston Woman’s Club, 
which is part of the General Federation of Women's Clubs (GFWC). The GFWC was 
founded in 1890 during the Progressive Movement. It is a federation of more than 3,000 
women's clubs in the United States, which all promote civic improvements through 
volunteer service. 
     2022 Miss Williston Olivia Nussel and 2022 Junior Miss Williston Karley Boyer 
introduced Maguire to the crowd, describing her as a tireless community volunteer 
whose commitment to Williston is widely known and much appreciated by everyone 
who knows her. 
     Williston Mayor Charles Goodman, a combat-wounded Vietnam veteran, gave the 
Independence Day prayer and message to the crowd at Horseman’s Park noting that this 
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is the 246th birthday of the United States of America. 
     He encouraged people to remember the precious freedoms that were won with 
enormous sacrifices by American patriots throughout the years of this nation. 
     Goodman participated in the parade and the Horseman’s Park celebration despite 
taking a serious fall recently while working on the new animal shelter near to Williston 
Municipal Airport. The mayor missed a rung on a ladder as he was climbing down and 
crashed to the floor, hitting his head. He didn’t have any broken bones. 
     The parade, as expected, had plenty of political candidates walking along the parade 
route -- shaking hands with voters. The political floats were professionally decorated. 
There was competition among the entrants in the parade. 
     Levy County Property Appraiser candidate Jason Whistler won first place with his 
float, Levy County Property Appraiser candidate David Rogers won second and Levy 
County Commission District 3 candidate Cliff Harrell won third place. 
     Among the horse entries, the first place group award went to the Rafter Cross Cowboy 
Church, the Best Individual was Tammy Chilton and the Most Patriotic was Dr. Ken 
Schwiebert representing Two Hawks Hammock. 


