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Judge grants motion leading to dismissal 

of murder charge 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 27, 2022 at 7:12 p.m. 

     DIXIE COUNTY – A man who was 38 when he was arrested in June of 2020 for first 

degree murder, and who is now 40 years old, had the murder charge dismissed, according to a 

Feb. 8, 2022, order by Dixie County Judge Jennifer Johnson.     Gary Stanton Land Jr., 40, of 

Old Town was arrested June 4. 2020, on one count of first degree murder, according to 

information provided in a press release on June 8, 2020, by then Dixie County Sheriff’s Office 

Maj. Scott Harden. 

     After that, the charge was reduced to second degree murder, according to court records, and 

as noted, it was eventually dismissed. 

     The court action leading to Dixie County Court Judge Johnson, who was acting as the Third 

Judicial Circuit court judge in Dixie County in February of this year, showed Third Judicial 

Circuit Assistant State Attorney Chase Earl Larsen was the prosecutor for this case and private 

attorney Christopher James Anderson of Neptune Beach (Duval County) was the court-

appointed defense attorney for Land, according to records. 

     Defense attorney Anderson successfully sought dismissal of the murder charge on a “Stand 

Your Ground” motion, according to records, and Judge Johnson granted the motion earlier this 

year, as noted. 

     Evidence leading to the accusation against Land showed there was enough to accuse Land of 

murder, but testimony from the two remaining witnesses showed a different picture than the 

first one painted on the night of the fatal shooting. 

     The following story shows how the State of Florida found reason to prosecute Land and then 

this story will show how the whole story unfolded to reflect the reason that Dixie County Judge 

Johnson, acting as a circuit court judge, ruled in favor of the defense’s motion to dismiss the 

charge. 

THE PROSECUTION 

     On June 4, 2020, at approximately 9:10 p.m. Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(FDLE) Special Agent R. Bunton responded to 2286 S.E. 317 Highway in Old Town, in reference 

to a homicide, according to Agent Bunton’s probable cause affidavit for arresting Land. 

     The alleged murder victim was identified as Richard Kincaid, according to records. 

     Witnesses were identified as Christina Bays and Vanessa Simpson, according to records. 

     FDLE Special Agent Tori St. John conducted interviews of both of those witnesses, according 

to records. 

     Simpson, the live-in girlfriend of Land, the arrest affidavit from 2020 noted, told the FDLE 

that the victim Kincaid and Bays had arrived at the residence on the evening of June 4, 2020.  

     According to what Simpson told investigators on the scene of the fatal shooting, Kincaid and 

Bays knocked on the door and Simpson answered. 

     Simpson told Land about the arrival of the two at the door and Land said to let them inside 

the residence, according to the narrative of the probable cause affidavit. 

     Simpson told the investigating agents that Land and Kincaid have been friends for some time, 

and they were very familiar with each other. 

     Simpson stated that she told Land she did not want them (Kincaid and Bays) at the residence 

because she believed they were thieves and they may steal from him, the FDLE reported.  

     Simpson stated Kincaid began to argue with her about her attitude toward Kincaid and Bays, 
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which led to a verbal argument between Kincaid and Land, the narrative of the document used 

as evidence to charge Land with murder noted. 

     Simpson said Land told Kincaid not to speak to Simpson negatively and at some point, Land 

pulled a handgun from the couch where he was seated and he confronted Kincaid with the 

firearm, the probable cause affidavit noted. 

     Kincaid saw the handgun and stated he was not afraid of Land or the gun, according to 

Simpson’s recounting of the moments leading to the death of Kincaid. 

      Simpson stated that Land then fired the weapon at Kincaid, striking him as he stood in the 

living room area. Simpson said she then ran out of the residence because she did not know if 

Land would shoot her also, it was noted in the affidavit. 

     An interview with Bays was conducted by the FDLE, too. 

     Bays said she was the girlfriend of Kincaid and she had just recently bonded Kincaid out of 

jail in Columbia County, the affidavit noted. 

      Bays stated she and Kincaid traveled to Land’s residence on the evening of June 4, 2020. 

According to Bays, Kincaid and Land were good friends and had known each other for some 

time, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays advised she and Kincaid had travelled to Land’s house in order to purchase drugs from 

Land, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays said they knocked on the sliding glass door of Land’s residence and were let in by 

Simpson, the affidavit noted. Bays stated Land was in the living room area, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays stated Kincaid and Simpson began arguing with each other. Bays further advised she 

believed Kincaid and Simpson had a sexual relationship prior to Kincaid being arrested in 

Columbia County, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays stated she believed that is part of the reason why Kincaid and Simpson were arguing 

with one another, the affidavit noted. According to Bays, Simpson and Kincaid had been having 

an affair behind her (Bays’) and Land’s backs, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays stated that while Simpson and Kincaid were arguing, Land pulled a handgun out and 

displayed it. 

     According to Bays, Kincaid asked Land if he (Kincaid) was supposed to be afraid of his little 

gun. Bays stated Land then “squared” the gun up with both hands toward Kincaid and fired one 

time, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays stated Kincaid was struck by the bullet, and she then ran out of the residence because 

she was in fear. Bays stated she ran and hid under a boat which was in the yard of Land’s 

residence, the affidavit noted. 

     Both witnesses stated Kincaid never had a weapon, nor threatened to have any kind of 

weapon before Land pulled his gun and fired, the affidavit noted. 

     Bays and Simpson both stated Land never once asked or told Kincaid and Bays to leave the 

residence during the argument. Simpson and Bays both advised Kincaid never physically 

touched Land during the argument and never physically threatened Simpson, the affidavit 

noted. 

     The deceased victim (Kincaid) was discovered seated on the floor, leaning against the wall 

with his car keys still present in his hand, the affidavit noted. 

     Based upon the witnesses’ statements, Land was arrested and transported to the Dixie County 

Jail, the affidavit noted. 

     Eventually, the motion to dismiss was filed by attorney Anderson. 

REASON FOR DISMISSAL 

     The 19-page motion to dismiss filed Nov. 5, 2021, and the subsequent ruling by Judge 
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Johnson recorded with the Dixie County Clerk’s Office on Feb. 8, 2022, shows a different 

version of what happened in contrast with the probable cause affidavit filed by law enforcement. 

     The motion notes that Land is charge with second degree murder, possession of marijuana, 

possession of pipes for smoking marijuana, resisting arrest and battery of law enforcement 

officers. 

     Facts related to Kincaid and Bays arriving at the residence on June 4, 2020, are similar to 

what the FDLE noted. 

     The motion notes that the only persons present during this fatal shooting were the victim 

Kincaid, his girlfriend Bays, defendant Land and his girlfriend Simpson. Only Bays and Simpson 

were not parties to the shooting, the defense attorney notes in his motion. 

     Anderson notes that there is immunity for Land from prosecution of as a result of Florida’s 

“Stand Your Ground” law. 

     Attorney Anderson noted that defendant Land had no duty to retreat from Kincaid and Land 

had the right to remain and stand his ground and use deadly force against Kincaid, and is 

immune from prosecution because three requirements were met. 

     First, Anderson said, defendant Land reasonably believed that the use of deadly force was 

necessary to prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to himself, or to prevent the 

imminent commission of a forcible felony. 

     Second, defendant Land was in a place where he had a right to be. 

     Third, defendant Land was not engaged in criminal activity. 

     Using sworn testimony given by the two women, attorney Anderson showed Judge Johnson 

the three requirements had been met. 

     Those depositions showed that when Kincaid overhead Simpson tell Land that she did not 

want Simpson or Bays in the house because she felt they might steal from Land, “… Richard 

Kincaid called Ms. Simpson a ‘stupid bitch.’” 

     That led Land to tell Kincaid to calm down and not speak to Simpson like that, according to 

depositions. Then Kincaid is said to have replied “Well, what the f*** are you going to do about 

it?” according to information in the motion to dismiss. 

     Land told Simpson that he had a gun. 

     A different point here in the depositions in contrast with the FDLE report of what those 

witnesses said on the night of the shooting is that Land then told Kincaid to leave Land’s house. 

     “I’m not leaving,” Kincaid is reported to have said. 

     “If you don’t leave my house,” Land is reported to have said, “I’m going to shoot you.” 

     While Kincaid never indicated that he had a gun of his own, testimony showed, and Kincaid 

never “faked” possession of any kind of weapon, “… he was acting like he was going to jump on 

Gary (Defendant Land) or on me (Ms. Simpson),” according to the information in the motion to 

dismiss the charges. 

     Kincaid was showing himself to be aggressive. 

     “Like he was pointing at Gary (Defendant Land) and was like, you know what I mean, ‘I’ll 

beat your ass,’ like pretty much saying he (Kincaid) wasn’t scared of him (Defendant Land).” 

     Testimony given in depositions shows Kincaid was ready to fight Land, according to 

information in the motion to dismiss. 

     In the new information shown in the motion to dismiss, Kincaid was reported to be kind of 

high stepping toward Land, “… like he was fixing to jump on him.” 

     And the deposed testimony showed that Land jumped off the couch and backed up a couple 

of feet before fatally shooting Kincaid once in the chest. 

     “At no point before getting fatally shot,” the motion shows, “did Kincaid start to back off or 
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retreat. He ‘wasn’t scared at all.’” 

     Simpson said she is certain Land shot in self-defense. Both women said they did not “egg on” 

anyone or otherwise enflame the situation, according to information in the motion to dismiss. 

     Simpson said Kincaid was “a lot bigger” than Land, according to records, adding reason to 

understand the level of fear Land is reported to have had at that moment. 

     In her deposition, Bays indicated that Land was known to have a gun and to exhibit it. 

     “Ms. Bays said Richard Kincaid did not step back or retreat ‘Because it was common for Gary 

(Defendant Land) to pull a gun,’ and ‘… he was always pulling it out …. He always pulled it out 

and waved it around. He’s even fired it a few times,’” the motion to dismiss showed as it recited 

some of the deposed testimony of Bays. 

     This incident, however, was different, according to the information in the motion to dismiss. 

     “However, Ms. Bays admitted that just before the gun was fired, Defendant Land had pointed 

it directly at Richard Kincaid in a way that Defendant Land had never done before. (p. 39)” 

     While Kincaid and Bays reportedly had purchased illegal drugs from Land before, in her 

deposition Bays said that no drug deal had been completed the day of the shooting, and that 

those present had not even had a chance to talk about drugs before the shooting occurred. 

     The motion to dismiss the case included that Gary Land Sr., the father of the defendant, was 

in the home at the same time, but that he was upstairs. He heard the “pop” of the gun and went 

downstairs, where he viewed the deceased Kincaid in the home. 

     By the offensive language and aggressive movements by Kincaid, attorney Anderson noted, 

and the subsequent demand for Kincaid to leave and the warning that Gary Land Jr. was armed 

with a pistol, the burden of proof was met to show the defendant feared great bodily harm would 

befall him if not for firing the fatal shot. 

     “Predictably, the deposition testimony of Christina Bays, the decedent Kincaid’s fiancée, was 

somewhat different (than Simpson’s),” Anderson noted on page 14 of the 19-page motion. 

“However, her (Bays’) testimony indicates that Kincaid became confrontational and menacing 

very shortly after entering Defendant Land’s Home with Ms. Bays.” 

     Further in his motion to dismiss on the grounds of “stand your ground,” attorney Anderson 

noted the second requirement of the law was met. The defendant was in a place had had a right 

to be – in his residence, where he lived with his father. 

     With the defense having proved it met the burdens of the Florida law for the “stand your 

ground defense,” and given the state’s inability to overcome that defense with facts and 

evidence, the judge ruled in favor of the defense. 

  


