
HardisonInk.com 
Convicted attorney set for sentencing Oct. 

12 O’Steen wants a new trial 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 25, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 

     JACKSONVILLE – Attorney M. Michael O’Steen and former Third Judicial Circuit State 

Attorney Jeffrey Siegmeister are scheduled for sentencing Oct. 12, according to information 

from the United States Middle District of Florida Court.     As noted in a press release from 

United States Attorney Roger B. Handberg last month, a federal jury found O’Steen, 43, of Cross 

City guilty of interfering with commerce by extortion and failing to timely file a Form 8300 

reporting the receipt of more than $10,000 in currency. 

     O’Steen faces a maximum penalty of 25 years in federal prison and the soon-to-be former 

attorney may be required to forfeit at least $60,000 in proceeds received, according to federal 

law. 

     Siegmeister was previously charged and pleaded guilty to conspiracy to use a facility of 

commerce for unlawful activity, conspiracy to commit extortion, wire fraud and tax fraud, 

United States Attorney Handberg has noted. The former state attorney is looking at a maximum 

of up to 40 years in federal prison. 

     It is not anticipated by court watchers, though, that either man will receive maximum 

penalties. 

     These alleged violations of federal laws against Siegmeister and O’Steen were investigated by 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Internal Revenue Service - Criminal Investigation. 

As noted, it was through federal jury trials that these two men were convicted of violating 

certain federal laws. 

     These cases were prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys Kelly S. Karase and David 

B. Mesrobian, and others over time as the cases went through months of processes, including a 

point where speedy trial issues were dealt with by the Court, according to records. 

     While O’Steen is convicted now, the Florida Supreme Court ruled to give him a 30-day 

reprieve from the suspension of his license to practice law in Florida, as O’Steen wraps up legal 

matters that are in process now. The Florida Supreme Court noted, however, that any appeal by 

O’Steen will not stop that 30-day clock for his taking care of business, and the attorney may not 

accept any new cases, according to records. 

     Meanwhile, in a recently filed motion in the United States District Court for the Middle 

District of Florida, O'Steen's attorneys filed for a new trial. 

     Through his legal representatives, O’Steen is noting his opinion for the court that a new trial 

is merited due to allegedly prejudicial statements from Siegmeister made related to the O'Steen 

case, where the former state attorney used such as the words "clannish" and "good old boys" in 

his testimony. O’Steen’s seeking of a new trial notes other issues from the trial in which the jury 

ruled that the federal government proved its cases beyond and to the exclusion of reasonable 

doubt, according to records. 

     While O'Steen was convicted of one federal felony and one federal misdemeanor, the jury 

acquitted him from two other federal felony charges of conspiring with the former state 

attorney, according to records. 


