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CMHS has its ribbon cut 
School starts Aug. 10 in Levy County 

 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart starts the program 
before the ribbon-cutting to open two wings of Chiefland Middle High 
School on Thursday (July 21), about three weeks before school starts for 
students in Levy County on Wednesday, Aug. 10.  
 
Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 22, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – A $38 million project that took three years and overcame 
significant challenges was officially heralded as complete late Thursday morning (July 
21). 

The top of the 
building above the 
administrative 
office at the front 
shows ‘Chiefland 
High School’ 
although it is 
Chiefland Middle 
High School now. 
The plaque on the 
front lists the year 
2023, because that 
is when the 
gymnasium part 
will be finished. 
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In this photo 
are (from left) 
are, Levy 
County School 
Board Member 
Brad Etheridge, 
Levy County 
Superintendent 
of Schools Chris 
Cowart, Levy 
County School 
Board Member 
Paige Brookins, 
Levy County 
School Board 
Member 
Tammy Boyle 
and CRA 
Architect Greg 
Kelley all cut the ribbon on the newest part of Chiefland Middle High 
School. This is the second of three phases. The final phase is the 
gymnasium, and it is planned for completion in April of 2023. The VIDEO of 
the ribbon-cutting is further down the page. 
 

Levy County 
Superintendent 
of Schools Chris 
Cowart stands 
with Chiefland 
City 
Commissioner 
Lewrissa Johns 
before the start 
of the program. 
Behind them, 
Director of 
Maintenance 
William 
‘Breezy’ 
Stockman 
speaks with a 
weekly 
newspaper 
reporter. 
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     The final phase will be a new gymnasium and it is planned for completion in April of 
2023. 
     As for the stadium and football field, those are not funded under the state’s special 
projects programs. Therefore, Chiefland Middle High School will be using its “old” 
football facilities of the Wayne Pridgeon Stadium and the C. Doyle McCall Football 
Field. That’s where the high school gridiron matches in the coming year are set for the 
Chiefland Indians. 
     The most recent middle-high school construction in Levy County before the one in 
Chiefland was in Williston, and that was six years ago. 
     The ribbon-cutting ceremony for Chiefland Middle High School on July 21 included 
speeches, a special award presentation and a bunch of happiness and joy, as well as a 
guided tour of the facilities for a daily news website publisher, and other members of the 
press. 
     This construction project merged the former Chiefland Middle School and Chiefland 
High School into one campus, where all of the classrooms are under one roof. 
Administrators, faculty, staff and students who eat in the new cafeteria, though, will 
need to cross a tiny bit of open space. 
     Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart opened the ceremony before 
the ribbon-cutting. 
     Levy County School Board members Paige Brookins, Brad Etheridge and Tammy 
Boyle were at the event, as was Devin Whitehurst, one of the two candidates seeking to 
fill the seat being vacated by Etheridge. 
     Other elected officials at the celebration were Chiefland City Council members Norm 
Weaver and Lewrissa Johns. 

THE CEREMONY 
     Levy County Superintendent of Schools Cowart welcomed everyone. 
     “Alone we can do so little,” Cowart said as he used a quote attributed to Helen Keller 
(June 27, 1880 - June 1, 1968). “Together, we can do so much.” 
     This new school facility coming to fruition, Cowart said, resulted from many people 
working together. 
     The schools in each of the communities across Levy County, Cowart said, are the 
bedrock. The superintendent of schools for Levy County then expressed his gratitude for 
many of the people who were at the forefront of this successful project. 
     Levy County Assistant Superintendent of Schools John Lott was the first person 
Cowart recognized with his expression of gratitude. 
     Lott is the man in the district office who spearheaded the project, Cowart said. 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools Lott was on the campus almost every Thursday to 
watch as the project progressed, Superintendent Cowart said. 
     The next individual Cowart spoke about was Director of Maintenance William 
“Breezy” Stockman. Cowart said Stockman was among the people who made sure every 
dollar went as far as it could in this project. Mark Perkins, an electrician in the school 
district who was instrumental, was also thanked by Cowart as he went through a list of 
people to thank. 
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Levy County 
Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Schools John Lott 
stands near one of 
the doors in CMHS 
as he grants a 
request for a 
photo opportunity. 
Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Schools Lott was 
noted as being the 
individual from 
the district level 
who spearheaded 
the project, which 
reached a 
successful conclusion of two of its three phases so far. 
 
     Cowart spoke about Levy County School District Finance Director Kim Lake and her 
excellent work to assure money went to the contractor and others involved in this 
project. He also mentioned his gratitude to three other members in the finance 
department for their efforts on that team. 
     Cowart also thanked former State Rep. Charlie Stone, former State Sen. Rob Bradley, 
and their successors who represented Levy County in the state government for helping 
the Florida Legislature see the need and to approve this special facilities project for Levy 
County. 
     Just before his conclusion, among the people Cowart recognized were James Allen 
and Jason Whistler, two candidates for Levy County Property Appraiser. 
     Cowart recognized one person who was not at the ribbon-cutting. His widow Lori 
Arrington Barker was in the audience. 
    The late Osborn Gray “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) was a gigantic 
supporter of Chiefland High School, Cowart said, as well as the Chiefland community 
and Levy County.  
     Cowart asked everyone in the audience to have a moment of silence to recognize his 
“great friend to this community and Levy County.” Barker, as Cowart said, is terribly 
missed. Everyone bowed their heads for a moment of silence to remember Oz Barker. 
     Cowart then recognized the architect and the construction company that made the 
new CMHS. These buildings, Cowart said, are the “beacon for our communities” and 
they are built to last. 
     The architect was present. Greg Kelley, of Clemons Rutherford & Associates Inc. 
(CRA) was among the speakers that day. Cowart called for the audience to give CRA a 
round of applause. 
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     Anthony Messina of Parrish-McCall Constructors Inc. was mentioned by Cowart as 
the member of that construction company. Michael “Mike” Walsh, president and 
founder of Parrish-McCall Constructors Inc. was among the speakers at the event. 
     Walsh is a past president of the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce as well. 
     Cowart prompted the audience for a round of applause for the company that built the 
new school -- Parrish-McCall Constructors Inc. 
 
 
Levy County 
School Board 
Member Paige 
Brookins speaks 
to the people 
about the new 
school. 
 
     Levy County 
School Board 
Member Paige 
Brookins spoke 
next. 
     She said it is an 
honor to rejoice for 
the completion of 
the beautiful new structure that will “mean so much in shaping the minds and careers of 
our students.” 
    The first Chiefland High School was founded in 1922 with 10 students, Levy County 
School Board Member Brookins said.  
     Therefore, this year herald a century of continuous progress in the tradition of 
educational excellence here. Brookins said she knows that everyone there that day was 
experiencing the same deep sense of pride for the completion of this Chiefland Middle 
High School structure. 

 
Michael 
'Mike' Walsh, 
president and 
founder of 
Parrish-McCall 
Constructors 
Inc., talks about 
how great it is to 
work in a setting 
where everyone 
is working 
toward a 
common goal. 
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     Parrish-McCall Constructors President Walsh spoke next. 
     He said the company appreciates being called upon to build this great facility for the 
community.  
     This three-year, three-phase project on a campus occupied by active administrators, 
teachers, students, staff and others presented challenges that this construction company 
has dealt with before, Walsh said. 
     “There’s a lot that could go wrong in a long process like that,” Walsh said, “and 
everything hasn’t gone perfectly. But, overall, I’d say it’s gone very smoothly.” 
     Walsh credited this level of success to the great teamwork of all of the parties – from 
CRA Architect Kelley and CRA Construction Administrator Don Mixson, through the 
leadership of Levy County Assistant Superintendent of Schools Lott, and his staff, 
through the individuals in the accounting department of the school district, as well as 
Maintenance Director Stockman, Electrician Perkins, and C0-Coordinators of 

Technology Lawrence 
Frields and Joseph “Jo 
Mac” Locke, and most 
especially CMHS 
Principal Matt 
McLelland and the 
school’s staff members. 
 
 
CMHS Principal Matt 
McLelland provides a 
photo op, when 
requested, inside the 
media center of the 
school. 
 
 

Here is another view 
of part of the media 
center in the new 
school. All of the 
students will be 
provided with 
tablets, and they will 
have connections to 
the Internet to help 
them learn by using 
that resource. The 
media center 
includes shelves and 
shelves of books as 
well as charging 
stations for 
electronic devices. 
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     Everyone worked together, Walsh said, the whole time with one single agenda – to 
complete the creation of this successful project. 
     Walsh added that he anticipates the same success when Parrish-McCall Constructors 
starts the gymnasium project. 

 
CRA Architect Greg Kelley lets people know this school construction project 
went very well. There is a video of part of his speech below. Click on that 
photo to see the video. 

 
In this video, which can be seen by clicking on the STILL PHOTO above, 
CRA Architect Greg Kelley is heard giving part of his speech. 
 
     CRA Architect Kelley spoke next. 
     Kelley said CRA is blessed to be able to work on special facilities projects in school 
districts throughout Florida. This particular project turned out to be exceptional in a 
good way, he said. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fuxavq6kBf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fuxavq6kBf0
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     The teamwork of everyone involved in this project is the key to its success, Kelley 
said. The Levy County School Board and Superintendent of Schools Cowart are to be 
commended, Kelley added, for their success with the Florida Legislature to get this 
project funded. 
     Other projects that were funded at the same time, he added, are not as far along with 
their progress as this school has reached. 
 

SPECIAL 
AWARD 
 
Levy County 
School Board 
Director of 
Maintenance 
William 
‘Breezy’ 
Stockman 
explains why 
Anthony 
Messina of 
Parrish-
McCall earned 
a special 
plaque. School 
District 
Electrician 
Mark Perkins holds the plaque as Levy County Superintendent of Schools 
Chris Cowart puts away the cardboard box it came in. Standing in the 
background behind Messina are CRA Architect Greg Kelley and Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools John Lott. 
 

 
 

Anthony Messina 
(left) accepts the 
award as Mark 
Perkins presents 
it to him and 
Breezy Stockman 
talks more about 
the work of 
Messina and 
Parrish-McCall. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Anthony Messina of Parrish-McCall Constructors looks at the award as 
everyone applauds. 
 

 
Anthony Messina shakes hands with Breezy Stockman before telling 
everyone how honored and happy he is to be named an honorary member 
of the Levy County School Board Maintenance Department. 
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     Director of Maintenance Breezy Stockman spoke from the podium next. 
     As he began his speech, Mark Perkins stood behind him with a cardboard box. 
Stockman mentioned that Perkins is the school district electrician who deals with fire 
alarms, intercoms and everything electrical, as well as working with the two C0-
Coordinators of Technology Lawrence Frields and Joseph “Jo Mac” Locke. 
     McSween “Mac” Huber is the foreman for this project, Stockman, said but he like 
Locke was out of town during this event. 
     Stockman said he thanks the whole team at Parrish-McCall for its working with the 
maintenance department of the school district. 
     “Y’all don’t understand what they’ve done working with us, to help us for years down 
the road for things that might come up,” Stockman said. 
     Stockman gave Anthony Messina of Parrish-McCall, a special plaque with hardhat 
attached – for going above and beyond on all things big and small in the construction of 
this school. 
     One example of this, Stockman said, was when Messina poured concrete for a 
sidewalk that was part of the project, he added conduits under it. This will allow wires, 
cables or for drainage to be placed under the sidewalk in the future, without having to 
destroy the sidewalk, put in the wires and then repour concrete for the walkway. 
     The creation of the plaque, Stockman said, was with help from some Parrish-McCall 
colleagues. 
     The plaque makes Messina an honorary member of the member of the Levy County 
School Board Maintenance Department "In appreciation of his dedication in 
coordinating our team, to ensure an outstanding project.” 
     Stockman said he especially appreciates all of the extra work that Messina did when 
the school staff asked them to complete tasks that really were duties of the Levy County 
School Board Maintenance Department. 
     Messina said he is honored and grateful for the award. He mentioned that in his 25 
years of building, the most difficult projects are on occupied, active campuses. At 
Chiefland, though, the people made it as easy as possible to get the job done. 
     Superintendent of Schools Cowart ended the program, before the actual cutting of the 
ribbon, with a quote. 
     “A school is a building which has four walls with tomorrow inside,” Cowart said, as he 
noted he could not think of anything more fitting to say for this occasion. 
     Of the 13 million references to this quote found within part of one-second, Gen. 
Ferdinand Foch (Oct. 2, 1851-March 20, 1929) is noted as having said this, too. 
     Foch added to this statement by saying “Our deeds determine us, as much as we 
determine our deeds. There are many ways of going forward, but there is only one way 
of standing still. A lot of us would like to move mountains, but few of us are willing to 
practice on small hills. Doing your best is more important than being the best. Giant oak 
trees started out as little nuts. The most powerful weapon on earth is the human soul on 
fire.” 
     Foch was a French general and military theorist who served as the Supreme Allied 
Commander during the closing of the First World War. 
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THE RIBBON 
IS CUT 
 
In this video (from 
left), Levy County 
School Board 
Member Brad 
Etheridge, 
Parrish-McCall 
President and 
Founder Michael 
Walsh, Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, Levy County 
School Board Member Paige Brookins, Levy County School Board Member 
Tammy Boyle and CRA Architect Greg Kelley all cut the ribbon on the 
newest part of Chiefland Middle High School. This is the second of three 
phases. The final phase is the gymnasium. CLICK ON THE PHOTO ABOVE 
TO SEE THIS VIDEO. 
 

THE TOUR      
     Before the other members of the press were given a walking tour, the publisher of the 
daily news website was shown parts of the new school, and then he joined the other 
members of The Fourth Estate for the post ribbon-cutting tour. 

 
This is a view of the front office of CMHS, where all visitors must check in. 
It is relatively secure, as is the whole campus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ppwa-8xeMDM
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CRA Architect 
Greg Kelley 
(left) and CRA 
Construction 
Administrator 
Don Mixson 
are seen 
inside the 
front lobby of 
Chiefland 
Middle High 
School shortly 
before the 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

C0-Coordinator of Technology 
Lawrence Frields is seen inside 
the Communications Room, 
where there are connections for 
telephones, intercoms, and 
Internet connections to serve the 
school and C0-Coordinator of 
Technology Lawrence Frields 
Joseph “Jo Mac” Locke was 
unable to attend the event 
Thursday. 
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This is a view of the hallway looking toward the high school part of 
classrooms at Chiefland Middle High School. 
 

 
Linda Jones, confidential secretary to Principal Matt McLelland, stands in 
the hallway looking toward the middle school part of classrooms at 
Chiefland Middle High School. Jones provided the guided tour for three 
journalists -- a daily news website publisher, a reporter with a local weekly 
newspaper and a writer for a government watchdog blog. 
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Adam Gore, coordinator of school safety for the Levy County School 
District, stands in the classroom of Amy Frields, a science teacher at CMHS. 
 

 
This view of the classroom where Amy Frields teaches science shows a 
poster that says, ‘May The Mass Times Acceleration Be With You.’ For 
science buffs who are familiar with Star Wars franchise of films, they will 
see that mass times acceleration equals force. Hence, ‘May the Force be 
with you,’ is understood. The phrase is used to wish someone luck with a 
difficult endeavor. In the movie, "the Force" is an omnipresent energy that 
can influence events and may be harnessed by gifted individuals. 
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This view of the classroom where Nathan Hicks teaches English, or 
language arts, shows some of the modern furniture used by tomorrow’s 
students in Chiefland. 

 
These tables and chairs in the classroom of math teacher Megan Wooten 
are yet another example of something other than traditional desks that are 
remembered by students who were in high school in the early 1970s. 
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This is a view of the as-yet never-occupied music room. Here is where the 
CMHS Band can practice. 
 

 
Some of the jackets for the marching band hang here before the start of the 
2022-2023 school year. 
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A 
separate 
room for 
the LBHS 
Chorus is 
sound-
proofed, 
just like 
the band 
room. 
There are 
also 
singular 
rooms for 
musical 
practice 
in the 
school. 
 

 
Levy County 
Sheriff’s 
Office Lt. 
Max Long, 
who is the 
LCSO 
Community 
Relations 
Division 
supervisor 
(which 
includes all 
of the school 
resource 
officers) 
stands with 
C0-
Coordinator 
of 
Technology 

Lawrence Frields, the other Levy County School Board C0-Coordinator of 
Technology -- Joseph ‘Jo Mac’ Locke was unable to attend the ribbon-
cutting ceremony. Seen here Lt. Long and C0-Coordinator of Technology 
Frields bid adieu to a journalist, whom they helped learn more that hot 
Thursday in July. 


