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FDOT project moves forward for safety 

 
 

Leon Clyatt points 
to how east-west 
travelers will be 
inconvenienced 
and why he 
believes a traffic 
signal would have 
been a better 
option for the 
intersection. 
 
 

 

 

Story and Photos (except one) 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 21, 2022 at 7:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is not in an 
information-gathering or planning phase for a resurfacing project on U.S. 19, going from 
Chiefland to the 
 Suwannee River, including the design for more safety at the U.S. Highway 19 and Northwest 
140th Street intersection. 

 

 

Charlene 
Watson Calvillo 
speaks with 
FDOT PIO 
Nathan Pick of 
Jacksonville 
about the 
project. Calvillo 
is a candidate for 
Levy County 
commissioner. 
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Tim Hodge 
(left) tells 
FDOT worker 
Jim Hannigan 
what he knows 
about log-
hauling trucks 
that will have to 
make a U-turn 
on U.S. 
Highway 19 
north of 
Chiefland. 
Hodge is a 
candidate for 
Levy County 
commissioner. 
 
 
 

 

(from left) 
Nathan Pick, 
FDOT public 
information 
officer of the 
Jacksonville 
Office, Nick 
Hope of the 
FDOT office in 
Jacksonville, 
Jim Hannigan of 
the Lake City 
FDOT office, 
and Matt Nance 
of the FDOT 
Jacksonville 
office. They all 
stand behind the 
RCUT method 

for safety, rather than a traffic signal that stops traffic. The gentlemen agreed to a 
photo opportunity before the start of the safety workshop. There were other 
FDOT employees present, and there were two independent contractors at the 
safety meeting as well. 
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Nathan Pick of the FDOT office in Jacksonville shows Leon Clyatt the expanded 
lane space where traffic will be making the U-turns on U.S. Highway 19 after the 
median-control structures stop east-west travel on Northwest 140th Street from 
crossing U.S. Highway 19, as well as stopping people from turning left if they are 
going either way from Northwest 140th Street. The right-turn only structure of 
concrete will be more than just a sign. Drivers will not be able to ignore the 
concrete that forces compliance. There were several FDOT workers at the event to 
help people understand the planned improvements for safety and traffic 
efficiency. 
 
     This crossroads just north of Chiefland is where Beef O’Brady’s is located on the southwest 
corner. Northwest 140th Street is also known as Clyatt Road. 
     The Tuesday evening (July 19) FDOT Safety Workshop showed that the March 22 public 
hearing about the project did not change the state’s plan from revising access across the 
intersection with structural changes, rather than the traffic stop signal that the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners endorsed. 
     In fact, that evening, none of the FDOT personnel present said they had heard of, nor seen. a 
letter from the County Commission in that regard. Earlier that day, Levy County Commissioner 
Lilly Rooks said she would be unable to attend the Safety Workshop, but she asked any of the 
other three sitting County Commission members to attend. 
     In the first hour of that Safety Workshop, there were no active Levy County Commission 
members, however candidates Charlene Watson Calvillo and Tim Hodge attended the 
workshop, as did Levy County resident Leon Clyatt, and a number of other Levy County 
residents. 
     Clyatt retired from the FDOT after 40 years. Now, he is a cattle rancher, and is known for his 
direct matter-of-fact statements. 
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This is an FDOT picture to show before and after the RCUT, or Restricted 
Crossing U-turn intersection design improvements. 
FDOT Photo 
 
     While Levy County Commissioner Rooks was unable to make a stand for a stop light, Clyatt 
did not hold back on expressing his opinion of that being the better method for providing more 
safety – in contrast with the FDOT’s plans. 
     And yet, the FDOT representatives held their own as they spoke about how the RCUT is 
better. 
     RCUT is FDOT-speak for Restricted Crossing U-turn intersection, and traffic safety 
engineers see this as the most effective manner to provide more safety at this intersection that 
has claimed some lives in fatal crashes there. 
     The milling and resurfacing project will start, weather and other factors permitting, in the 
summer of 2023, according to FDOT spokesman at the Chiefland FDOT Maintenance Facility 
in Chiefland, where the Safety Workshop was held on Tuesday evening (July 19). The whole 
project is hoped for completion in late 2024. 
     While the big discussion Tuesday night was about U.S. 19 and Northwest 140th Street, an 
intersection south of there, where Northwest 60th Avenue crosses U.S. 19 at a strange angle, 
causing motorists on 60th to not see vehicles on U.S. 19, will be fixed. 
     The FDOT is going to fix that messy intersection, too, as part of this whole resurfacing 
project. 
     Meanwhile, back to the RCUT at Clyatt Road, Leon Clyatt told 
FDOT employee Jim Hannigan of the Lake City office, and Nathan Pick, the FDOT public 
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information officer from the Jacksonville office, that he does not agree with this solution for 
safety, in comparison with just putting up a stop signal for traffic control. 
     Clyatt said the drivers of big agricultural trucks and semi tractor-trailers that are going east 
and west on Northwest 140th Street will not like having to turn right and then go down U.S. 19 
to make a U-Turn rather than just being able to turn left or cross U.S. 19 as they go either east 
or west.  
     Likewise, Clyatt said, people who live on either side of U.S. 19 who use that intersection to 
go east and west will be significantly inconvenienced. 
     Nevertheless, the decision is finished, according to what was said at the safety workshop on 
July 19. 
     Hannigan told Clyatt that the two fatal crashes at that intersection would not have happened 
if the RCUT had been installed to direct traffic. The RCUT, he added, is the FDOT’s method to 
focus on eliminating crashes at this intersection as well as to improve the efficiency of traffic 
flow there. 
     Clyatt said the current RCUT plan shows all east and west traffic will not be able to cross 
U.S. 19 or to turn left at that intersection. Instead, the drivers must go north or south and make 
a U-turn further down U.S. 19. 
     When Clyatt told FDOT PIO Pick that he does not believe the added pavement at the U-turn 
locations will accommodate semi tractor-trailers, Clyatt was told this process has proved 
successful in other parts of Florida. 
     Tim Hodge, who is familiar with logging trucks, said these vehicles will have to take some 
time to make a U-turn, even with the added pavement to accommodate the turns. Both Clyatt 
and Hodge mentioned that a foggy condition will make the U-turn proposals far more 
dangerous, in their opinions, in contrast with a traffic stop signal. 
     Hannigan explained that a traffic stop signal is not warranted at that intersection at this 
time, according to data the FDOT has and how Florida Statutes control the placement of a 
traffic signal to stop traffic. Hannigan added that a red light stops traffic on U.S. 19 or on 
Northwest 140th Street, and that delays drivers who approach the stopped vehicles until traffic 
flow resumes.  
     Beyond that, Hannigan added, some motorists are not inclined to stop when they see a red 
light and this causes the person traveling under the green light to be hit by the traffic law 
violator. 
     Clyatt said that is why there are law enforcement officers, to help people be inspired to stay 
within the bounds of the law. 
     Hannigan said there is a law enforcement officer shortage all over the nation at this time. 
     The RCUT Design Improvements, the FDOT notes, reduce the number of conflict points at 
this intersection from 32 to 14. This safety countermeasure being put at that intersection, 
according to the Federal Highway Administration, yields a 54 percent reduction in fatal and 
injury crashes when it is placed at a two-way stop-controlled intersection such as this one. 
     When an FDOT employee said there is not a lot of east-west traffic by semi tractor-trailers, 
Clyatt said there are more trucks and big vehicles when harvesting season happens for peanuts, 
watermelons, silage, as well as when timber or cattle are moved east and west through that 
intersection. 
     Also, there are parents who use this road to go east and west to reach charter schools on 
either side of U.S. 19 near that intersection, Clyatt said. Beyond that, he added, there are 
healthcare workers and other employees who go east and west through that intersection to 
reach Trenton and Gainesville, and then travel through there to return to their homes. 
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     The proverbial bottom line to the July 19 FDOT Safety Workshop in Chiefland is that it 
provided people with a detailed look at what the FDOT is going to do in regard to safety at that 
intersection. 
     As for the impact of an alleged letter from the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
endorsing a red-green traffic control light there, the letter was reportedly unseen, and it would 
not have outweighed the Florida laws regulating what is required to place such a traffic control 
device at an intersection like this one. And the traffic engineers believe drivers of big vehicles 
are going to be able to make the required U-turns at that intersection. 
     As for Clyatt, he knows what he has seen in regard to semis and farming equipment, 
especially in regard to U.S. 19 at the intersection with the road that carries his family’s name. 
Like Commissioner Rooks and the Levy County Commission, Clyatt thinks a traffic stoplight at 
the intersection is a better plan than the RCUT Design Improvements. 
     Nevertheless, the FDOT “wins” if it is a question of traffic signal or RCUT. 

 


