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World champions honored 
by Levy County Commission 

 
Avery Emerick 
(left) and Lillian 
Hampton-
Fortner hold the 
plaques 
presented to 
them on July 19 
by the Levy 
County Board of 
County 
Commissioners 
to recognize 
them for the 
world-level of 
horsemanship in 
the sport of 
ranch sorting. 
 

 

 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 
20, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The four 
members of the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners 
honored two young women 
Tuesday (July 19) for the youths’ 
global level of achievement in an 
equine-oriented sport.  

 
 
Michelle Fortner explains 
the sport of ranch sorting. 
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The Levy County Commission provides a photo opportunity as its members stand with 
the world-level of champions. Seen here (from left) are County Commission Vice 
Chairman John Meeks, County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, Avery Emerick, Lillian 
Hampton-Fortner, Commissioner Matt Brooks and Commission Chairman Rock 
Meeks. 
 
     Avery Emerick and Lillian Hampton-Fortner were honored for their achievements in ranch 
sorting.  
     Emerick was named the 2022 Youth World Champion and Reserve World Champion, as well as 
being named the Reserve World Champion in the Youth High Point Division at the 2022 Cinch Ranch 
Sorting World Championship held in Fort Worth, Texas. 
     Hampton-Fortner earned the title of 2022 Youth Reserve World Champion and earned seventh 
place in the Youth High Point Division at the 2022 Cinch Ranch Sorting World Championship held in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 
     Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks led the program to recognize the outstanding youths. 
     Michelle Fortner, upon a request from Commissioner Brooks, spoke to the audience to explain this 
sport. 
     Ranch sorting is when a team of two horse riders have 60 seconds to sort as many cows as possible, 
Fortner said. That’s how both team members were honored as 2022 Youth Reserve World Champion, 
while Emerick took the 2022 Youth World Champion title in Ranch Sorting. 
     The start/foul line is a 12-foot wide opening between the two pens, with the cattle bunched in the 
center of the pen on the back wall. There are many finer points in this sport, however Fortner kept the 
explanation simple for the audience. 
     The contest begins when the nose of the first horse crosses the line, and the judge drops the flag. 
The clock is ticking, and the competitors seek to accomplish their goals within the limits of time. 
     These girls competed against teams of other teams of riders from throughout the whole United 
States, as well as from Spain, France, Australia and Mexico, Fortner said.  
     The girls received certificates of recognition that Tuesday morning in Bronson. These awards are 
mounted on wood and signed by the four members of the County Commission – Commission 
Chairman Rock Meeks, Commission Vice Chairman John Meeks, Commissioner Brooks and County 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks. 

In Other Action 
     In other action at the July 19 meeting, the County Commission by a 4-0 vote approved County 
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Commissioner Lilly Rooks being able to vote at the later 1:30 p.m. meeting that day, where Jared 
Blanton, the finance officer in the office of Levy County Clerk Danny Shipp, presented a report about 
the budget for the current fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30, 2023. Blanton also sought approval of 
municipal fire agreements with the cities’ fire departments that help the Levy County Fire Rescue 
(also known as the Levy County Department of Public Safety). 
     Levy County Attorney Levy County Attorney Nicolle M. Shalley said that while the previous 
executive order by the governor to allow voting via teleconference has expired, she believed this vote 
by Rooks was permissible because she believed Blanton would not be adopting any resolutions or 
ordinances. 
     The Levy County Commission also approved: 
     * A 6 percent premium increase on health insurance for employees. The county pays 85 percent of 
the insurance and the employees who participate pay the other 15 percent of the premium for health 
insurance. 
     * A $100,000 budget increase to the budget due to increased material costs for Levy County 
Maintenance and Construction in the current fiscal year. 
     * A $10,500 increase to the budget due to an emergency repair of the chlorine analyzer for Manatee 
Springs Utilities, which is the water service provider owned by the county, which serves the Chiefland 
Golf and Country Club as well as the subdivision in the area. 
     * A $100,000 increase to the budget for the continued renovation of the Levy County Government 
Center, which is where the County Commission conducts meetings, and it is the location in the county 
seat of Bronson for the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office, and the Levy County Tax Collector’s 
Office. There is a dedication ceremony set for Aug. 5 at 9 a.m. to recognize the latest round of 
improvements to the structure, that was once the Bronson High School. 

 


