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Two weeks of meetings  

Williston Rotary Installs Officers 
- Honors Jim Mixson 
Desiree Jerrels Mills Visits 

 
The new officers of the Rotary Club of Williston take their oath of office 
administered by Rotarian Chris Cowart. 
 
Stories and Photos 
By Jana Carlisle, Membership Chair 
The Rotary Club of Williston  
Published July 20, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON -- As the new Rotary year begins, the Rotary Club of Williston 
celebrated with its Annual Banquet and Installation of 2022-23 Officers.  
     The club congratulated outgoing Co-Presidents Chris Cowart and Danny Etheridge, 
and Treasurer Amanda Lane on a job well done and terms well served. Our outgoing 
leaders shared kind words and encouragement to incoming officers, President Blake 
Fugate, Vice-President/President Elect Kaylee Sullivan, Secretary LeeAnne Rohrer, 
Treasurer Jacqueline Bastanzi, and Sergeant-At-Arms Norm Fugate.  
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Honors Jim Mixson 
     The club also honored 50-plus year Rotarian and honorary member of the Rotary 
Club of Williston, Jim Mixson. 

 
Jim Mixson (left) holds the Lifetime Achievement Award presented to him 
as outgoing Co-President Danny Etheridge stands beside the beloved 
honorary member of the club, who has 50-plus of years of being a Rotarian, 
when he has provided service above self and continues to put service above 
self among his guiding principles. 
 
     Mixson is approaching his 93rd birthday, and the Rotary Club of Williston honored 
him by presenting him with a lifetime achievement award. 
     President Blake Fugate announced the motto for the upcoming year by saying “Let’s 
make it a Mr. Mixson year” following Mixson’s excellent example of being a father, a 
husband, a friend, and consistently demonstrating service above self, where he has 
proved to be service-above-self leader and an all-around favorite person of many! 
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Desiree Jerrels Mills, 
Candidate Levy County Commissioner District 3 

 
Flanked by Rotarian Blake Fugate (left) and Rotarian Danny Etheridge, 
Desiree Jerrels Mills holds an ink pen presented by the Rotary Club of 
Williston to her as a keynote speaker. 
 
     WILLISTON – The week before the most recent meeting, on July 12, Desiree 
Jerrels Mills, a candidate for Levy County Commissioner District 3 spoke with the 
members and guests of the Rotary Club of Williston  
     A lifelong Levy County resident and from a farming family, Desiree shared her love 
for our county and her platform to preserve the things that are important to so many of 
us with a fair balance between growth and agriculture stability. 
     The seat she’s running for was previously occupied by the late Mike Joyner, whom 
she worked closely with as his campaign treasurer. One lesson she shared from Mike 
was “Mean what you say; Say what you mean.” She also stated that “Success in 
government comes from serving others” and her goal is to be accessible to and a voice 
for constituents.  
     The Rotary Club of Williston is a service organization proud to support local youth 
projects, programs and scholarships through community fundraisers like our Purple 
Pinkie Peanut Run/5K in October and the Gun Raffle October-December.  We invite 
anyone interested in doing good deeds for our community to join us Tuesdays at 11:45 at 
the First Presbyterian Church for fellowship and to learn more. 


