
HardisonInk.com 
Taylor County 
joins 
other coastal 
counties with 
shark bites 
First shark bite 
recorded in 
Taylor County 
since 1958 

 
This International Shark 
Attack File map of Florida 
shows that as of 2021, there 
were zero confirmed shark 
bites in Taylor County. 
Now, there has been one. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 2, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. 
     TAYLOR COUNTY – A June 30 press release from the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office shows a girl 
was bitten by a shark while harvesting scallops offshore on Thursday (June 30). 
     Deputies with Taylor County Sheriff’s Office, along with Taylor County Fire and Rescue and 
Century Ambulance EMS, responded to Keaton Beach that Thursday to provide emergency assistance 
to a juvenile who had sustained a shark bite while scalloping near Grassy Island in water 
approximately five-feet deep, the TCSO said. 
     The girl was bitten by an undetermined type of shark, described as approximately nine feet long, 
the TCSO said. 
     A family member reportedly jumped in the water and beat the shark until the juvenile was free, the 
TCSO said. The victim was taken by helicopter to a Tallahassee hospital with serious injuries, where 
she underwent surgery and is expected to fully recover, the TCSO said. 
     Swimmers and scallopers are cautioned to be alert, vigilant, and practice shark safety, the TCSO 
said. 
     The International Shark Attack File notes tips to keep safe this summer in regard to shark bites: 
     * Swim with a buddy 
     * Stay close to shore 
     * Don’t swim at dawn or dusk 
     * Don’t swim around schools of fish or where people are fishing 
     * Avoid wearing jewelry 
     * Avoid excess splashing 
     As for shark bites, The International Shark Attack File (ISAF) is the world’s only scientifically 
documented, comprehensive database of all known shark attacks. Initiated in 1958, there are now 
more than 6,800 individual investigations covering the period from the early 1500s to the present. 
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     The International Shark Attack File is housed at the Florida Museum of Natural History and is the 
only scientifically-generated database that documents and monitors shark attacks on a global basis. 
While most attack investigations are performed by ISAF staff as parts on ongoing research, the File 
benefits from a globally-distributed network of collaborating regional scientists who investigate 
attacks in their own regions (and in some cases maintain regionally-oriented databases) and 
cooperatively forward reports to the ISAF. 
     ISAF records show that as of 2021, Volusia County had the most bites since 1958 with 337 being 
recorded there. 
     After that, from most to least bites in Florida counties, the ISAF shows the following numbers from 
1958 through 2021: Brevard  155; Palm Beach 81; Duval 46; Saint Johns 45; Martin 40; Saint Lucie 
37; Indian River 22; Miami-Dade 19; Monroe 17; Broward 16; Pinellas 13; Bay 9; Collier 8; Lee 8; 
Nassau 7; Sarasota 7; Flagler 6; Escambia 6; Manatee 5; Okaloosa 4; Gulf 2; Franklin 2; Charlotte 1; 
Santa Rosa 1; and Walton 1. 

 


