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Six Levy County Commission 
candidates speak at forum 
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     WILLISTON – As part of the forum for candidates held in Williston on June 24, six 
candidates for two seats on the Levy County Board of County Commissioners spoke. 
     First up were the two for the Levy County Commissioner District 3 seat and then the 
four candidates seeking the Levy County Commissioner District 4 seat. 
     All of these candidates are Republicans, therefore the winners in the two races will be 
decided Aug. 23. 
     Whichever candidate wins the District 3 seat will be in office for one year before he or 
she has to run again, if they want to be reelected. The late Levy County Commissioner 
Mike Joyner passed away while he was in office. 
     Gov. Ron DeSantis chose against appointing a person to fill the remainder of Joyner’s 
term. Therefore, this seat is on the list for elections. County Commissioner Rock Meeks 
had his term expire, too, but no one chose to run against Meeks. So, he was reelected. 
     The candidates in the District 4 race are seeking to fill the seat to be vacated by 
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks. She chose to retire rather than to seek reelection. 
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Levy County Commission District 3 
 
Cliff Harrell 

 
Cliff Harrell speaks to the people. 
 
     As Cliff Harrell introduced himself, he said he has been married to his wife Brenda 
for 27 years. They have two sons, one of whom is a firefighter in Marion County and the 
other son is a member of the United States Marine Corps, currently stationed in Hawaii. 
     Harrell was born in Pensacola and would spend summers with his grandparents who 
lived in Levy County. This candidate for County Commissioner graduated from Bronson 
High School after he moved here. Harrell teaches economics and American government 
at Chiefland Middle High School now. 
     He also coaches high school football.  
     And just as he felt called to coach football players, Harrell said he feels called to be a 
member of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners. 
     Harrell said that when he heard about the governor and Florida Department of 
Transportation considering the construction of a toll road through Levy County, it 
kickstarted him to run for office. 
    “We have generational family farms in this county,” Harrell said. “Ag business is one 
of the largest revenues that is in this county.” 
     He mentioned that farmers spend most of their earnings locally. 
     Another issue that he wants to help resolve, Harrell said, is for Levy County to meet 
its critical need for more first responders. The first part of healthcare in Levy County, 
Harrell said, is first responders. 
     The candidate was in Yankeetown the other day, he said, and he was speaking with a 
paramedic there. Harrell said that if there is a crash that requires three ambulances, one 
comes from Chiefland, one from Bronson and one from Williston.  
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     If the teams on those ambulances are working on the Yankeetown crash, Harrell said 
he was told, and there is a call for emergency help in Williston, then that ambulance 
crew must come from some other county. 
     Harrell said he intends to solve issues if he is elected to the County Commission. 
     In answering a question from Albert Fuller Sr., Harrell said he would seek to add 
people to serve as paramedics and EMTs, and he would do what he could to help Sheriff 
Bobby McCallum add the 9-1-1 operators that are needed. 
 
Desiree Jerrels Mills 

 
Desiree Jerrels Mills speaks to the people. 
 
     As she began her presentation, Desiree Jerrels Mills said she concurs with Harrell 
that there are many tasks facing the County Commission. 
     Mills said she lived in Bronson for her whole life and graduated from Bronson High 
School. She married her husband Jerry Mills. They live in Morriston, where they have a 
farm. 
     They have had this farm for 25 years. Hard work and dedication are the backbone of 
their lives, she said. 
     “Nothing comes easy when you are farming,” Mills said, “and I think most of you 
know that. We work hard and we believe in what we do. 
     “Why do I want to be a county commissioner?” she asked. “I believe in Levy County. I 
love Levy County. I have a passion for Levy County. Being a fourth generation Levy 
County resident, Levy County means a lot to me. I want to be able to help shape the 
future of our county.” 
     The candidate went on to say she will listen to each and every voter. She learned that 
government is only as successful as those who serve. 
     Mills said she will listen to the voters and respond to represent them and do as they 
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would like her to do. 
     Mills promised to leave her door open and to take phone calls to hear the concerns of 
the people, so that she can help solve problems. She enjoys speaking with people, too. 
     “I am a problem-solver,” Mills said. “That’s my personality.” 
     Not only is she a farmer, but she has worked in banking and in real estate. 
     “All of those positions are some where you have to be resourceful,” Mills said, “and 
reach out to bodies of business and get answers.” 
     As for the toll road proposal, Mills said she does not support putting it through Levy 
County. She avoids the Interstate and Turnpike when she drives, opting instead to other 
routes – even if they take longer. 
     In answering a question from Albert Fuller Sr., Mills said she agrees with Harrell’s 
motto of shopping locally. 
     Beyond that, Mills said she is stable. Mills has been in Levy County for her whole life, 
she said, and she intends to stay here “and do my level best to support Levy County the 
best possible way and do what’s best for the citizens of Levy County.” 
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Levy County Commissioner District 4 
 
Charlene Watson Calvillo 

 
Charlene Watson Calvillo speaks to the people. 
 
     Charlene Watson Calvillo said she chose to run after she began covering government 
meetings four years ago and writing stories about what the elected leaders were doing. 
     Calvillo said that as part of her job, she felt it incumbent upon her to know how local 
government was run to better aid readers in seeing what the leaders were doing. 
     “Why would I want to do this (run for county commissioner)?” she asked. “I have 
been in Levy County all of my life. I get involved with people’s needs.” 
     Calvillo has a background in accounting, in the hospitality service trade and is a 
beekeeper as well as a wife and mother. 
     Helping people find organizations that can help meet their needs is something that 
drives Calvillo, she said. She noticed there has been low attendance to government 
meetings, like city councils and the County Commission, unless there is something 
controversial. 
     In answering a question, Calvillo said that when she chose to seek election to the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners, she looked even more at what duties that job 
entails, beyond what she learned to write about it. 
     “Ever since I signed up to run for this office,” Calvillo said, “I have been at every 
County Commission meeting, and they run for hours. I get the 300 pages of supporting 
documents. I go down those supporting documents. 
     “I already know what is going on in the county,” she continued. “I go to multiple 
workshops within the county. I went to the one for farmland preservation.” 
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     Calvillo said that by attending County Commission meetings, she learned that an 
ambulance selling for $200,000 before is selling for $300,000 now. 
     “You used to be able to get three ambulances for $600,000,” Calvillo said. “But they 
(the County Commission) just ordered two for six hundred and some-thousand dollars, 
and it’s going to take another year or so to get those ambulances.” 
     She explained that it is not like a person buying a new car off of a lot. It takes a year 
for a company to build, outfit and deliver the ambulance that is ordered. 
     Calvillo then spoke about Jared Blanton, MBA, CPA, the chief finance officer and 
chief deputy clerk for Levy County Clerk and Comptroller Danny J. Shipp. 
     She said Chief Deputy Clerk Blanton made it so the county is not borrowing money to 
buy the ambulances, but instead the county will be performing inhouse financing, which 
will save Levy County taxpayers about $70,000 in finance fees alone. 
     “So, part of my ‘Bridging The Gap’ (theme for her campaign) is attending meetings,” 
Calvillo said, “get out with people; (and) deliver the information to the people who may 
not have known otherwise about the things that are going on.” 
 
Billy Hinote 

 
Billy Hinote speaks to the people. 
 
     Billy Hinote introduced himself to the listeners. He said his parents moved their 
family to Levy County from south Florida, when he was nine years old. 
     He graduated from Chiefland High School, and then went to a trade school for 
electricians for a couple of years in Miami. He did not finish that schooling there, he 
said, because he preferred to live in Chiefland rather than Miami. 
     After returning to Chiefland, he obtained his license as an electrician and started his 
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business – Hinote Electric, which has been in existence now for about 30 years. He 
employs between 10 to 12 electricians in Levy County, as well as serving customers in 
surrounding counties. 
     Hinote has been married for 29 years to his wife Janet, who has been a teacher at 
Chiefland Elementary School for the past 15 years. They raised three children. Their 
oldest son is a law enforcement officer in Gilchrist County. Their daughter works for a 
restaurant company in Gainesville. Their youngest son is 23 and he works for his father. 
     Hinote said he chose to run for office because he felt with his experience as a small 
business owner, it would help him make decisions as a member of the County 
Commission. 
     “It’s very important for me to keep taxes low for our farmers, and our retired folks 
who are struggling now with gas prices and different things like that,” Hinote said. “And 
I just felt like, with my ability and how I feel about spending money – I’m always really 
thoughtful about spending money – that maybe next year we could drop the millage rate 
to try to help some of our retired folks.” 
     The millage rate which is multiplied by the appraised taxable value determines the ad 
valorem property taxes to be paid. In Levy County, there are also flat fees that are put 
upon all property owners for fire, ambulance and solid waste. 
     Hinote said he thinks that the County Commission can cut property taxes by reducing 
how much it spends to provide services to residents and visitors. 
     Hinote promised to not increase taxes, but instead to strive to reduce them. 
     Interestingly, Hinote then said the county cannot find people who will work as 
Paramedics and EMTs in the City of Fanning Springs unit of the Levy County Public 
Safety Department. That station is unmanned as of June 22, he said. Funding for that 
job comes from the General Fund, which derives its revenue from ad valorem property 
taxes. 
     “We really need for county commissioners to fight hard to get our EMS up and 
running. We need to somehow get a grant,” Hinote said. “If I get in, I will work hard for 
that to get another ambulance up and running.” 
     Grants generally are not dependable as a sustainable source of revenue for continued 
operational costs. 
     He continued with EMS needs in the county. He said that in addition to manning the 
station in City of Fanning Springs, he wants to buy another ambulance. 
     “And also, I feel like we could use another ambulance somewhere in the county,” 
Hinote said. “I don’t know, here again, how much it costs. If we could get a grant to get 
the ambulance, maybe the building wouldn’t be too bad to get. So, that’s how I feel 
about that.” 
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Tim Hodge  

 
Tim Hodge speaks to the people. 
 
     Tim Hodge said he is 54 years old, and he moved to Levy County when he was 23. 
     He has been her for 31 years, which is how long he has been married to his wife. They 
have three children. 
     They have been living on his father-in-law’s land, which has been in that family for 
more than 100 years, he said. As for the toll road, Hodge said he is against it going 
through Levy County. 
     Hodge said he is a fair, honest and hardworking person. Right now, he works for 
Shamrock Timber, which is a logging interest in Dixie County. In the past, he has owned 
his own trucks – hauling logs, and hauling other materials. 
     Money never came easy from his work, Hodge said, adding that he knows about the 
hard work done by farmers.  
     He concedes that he does have a lot to learn about being a member of the County 
Commission.  
     “I am willing to learn everything that comes along with it,” Hodge said. “It’s going to 
be a challenge.” 
     Hodge said he has spoken with many people throughout the county.  
     “There is a lot of opinions out there,” Hodge said. “I can promise you that. But I can 
say this, win or lose, I have got new friends. Right here in this town. Right now.” 
     Hodge said he has looked at budget matters in the county. He sees that without a 
good budget, day-to-day operations cannot be run, including the road department and 
EMS. 
     “I’m not going to sit here and tell you a lie,” Hodge said. “I am not going to tell you I 
am not going to vote when there is a situation to raise the taxes. No, I won’t. There is 
people on fixed incomes, and $10 or $20 is huge to them. 
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     “It may not be to some of us,” Hodge continued, “but $20 is huge to some people. But 
I think you do have to raise taxes at some point to get that fire department (EMS station 
in the City of Fanning Springs) back open. Where does the money come from?” 
     Hodge said he spoke with a man in Yankeetown who is very upset. This worker said 
the shifts he is working now are different than before. And, Hodge said, this man is 
almost ready “to throw in the towel” and quit his post in Levy County. 
     Unless the conditions are improved for the paramedics and EMTs in the Levy County 
Department of Public Safety, Hodge believes that the county may be losing some of 
them. 
     The candidate said that as a county commissioner he will do all that he can to bring in 
clean industry to the county. Likewise, he believes in supporting agriculture, including 
everyone in the logging industry. 
     Like almost every current and future County Commission candidate in Levy County, 
Hodge said he is against a toll road through this county. 
     As a county commissioner, Hodge said his door always will be open for people to 
speak with him. Beyond that, he pledged that if he is elected, his single job will be to 
serve as a county commissioner. 
 
Laura E. Mott  

 
Laura E. Mott speaks to the people. 
 
     When Laura Mott began her presentation, she first touched on the matters regarding 
first responders. 
     “One thing I do know is that we are down 10 to 13 paramedics,” Mott said.  
     She said that while Levy County is seeing this problem, it is a statewide issue as well 
as being a critical dilemma across the whole nation. 
     “Nobody has the heart to do it,” Mott said. “They don’t. And when it comes to law 
enforcement, there are one or two deputies to cover from Yankeetown to Cedar Key. 
When it comes to our firefighters, like I said, it takes heart.” 
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     The candidate went on to share with listeners that Florida rules for firefighting call 
for “two in, two out.” This means four firefighters need to be on an engine, she said. 
     “That’s about safety,” Mott said. “You’re going to be lucky if two show up, if 
something happens.” 
     She then spoke about the infrastructure. Mott said Levy County Road 345 needs 
repair. She listed several other roads, with county, state and federal designations in the 
county that she believes must be repaved. 
     Roads in poor condition are not safe for school buses, emergency vehicles or other 
motorists who use them, she said. Mott added there are roads with accident-prone areas 
on them, including State Road 24 near the former home of Bronson Speedway to the 
east of Bronson. 
     “This county is growing,” Mott said. “I know Williston is getting two housing 
developments. We had the trailer parks (RV resorts) in Chiefland that came up. I’m all 
for healthy growth, not rushed growth.” 
     Mott was the first candidate to mention that she has heard from county residents that 
they want the five county public libraries to be improved, including more activities for 
children and more activities for adults. 
     As for the toll road being built through Levy County, Mott said she is not necessarily 
for it, but she is not necessarily 100 percent against it. 
     “It could be done in different manners,” she said, “not destroying any of our grounds 
– our agriculture, our wildlife, our wetlands, none of it. You know, there’s ways that it 
can be brought around (environmentally, historically, or culturally sensitive areas).” 
     Mott added that conducting more research will be required before constructing the 
road. 


