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Criminal circuit and county judges provide 

justice 

 

 

Eighth 

Judicial 

Circuit Court 

Judge 

William Davis 

looks at 

information 

during a court 

proceeding 

Wednesday 

morning 

(June 8). 

 

 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 9, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 

     BRONSON – At the Levy County Courthouse in Bronson on Wednesday (June 8), Levy 

County Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning and Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William Davis ruled 

upon various criminal matters that came before them. 

 

Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank P. Slavichak was the lone 

prosecutor at the outset of circuit court action in Bronson on Wednesday. 

Slavichak 

known to be 

among the 

excellent 

prosecutors in 

the office of 

Eighth Judicial 

Circuit State 

Attorney Brian 

Kramer. 

 



HardisonInk.com 
Eighth Judicial 

Circuit 

Assistant Public 

Defender 

Midori A. 

Lowry is seen 

moments 

before the start 

of court activity 

in circuit court 

in Bronson on 

Wednesday. 

She is among 

the excellent 

attorneys 

serving in the 

Office of Eighth 

Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott. All of the attorneys in the Public 

Defender's Office and the State Attorney's Office are excellent members of the 

judicial profession, based on observations by one journalist in this part of Florida 

for the past 16 or so years. 

 

 

 

Eighth Judicial 

Circuit 

Assistant 

Public 

Defender 

Yvens  

Pierre-Antoine 

is seen 

moments 

before the 

start of court 

activity in 

circuit court in 

Bronson on 

Wednesday.  
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Private attorney 

Michael ‘Mike’ 

Sawyer of the 

Gainesville-

based law firm 

DeCarlis & 

Sawyer is seen in 

one of the 

courtrooms in 

Bronson on 

Wednesday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSCO Deputy Rex 

Shevitski is among 

the bailiffs in 

action on 

Wednesday 

morning. Here, he 

pauses as a 

journalist 

demonstrates to 

him how loud the 

sound of a single-

lens reflex camera 

sounds when a 

photo is taken. 

 

     A very quick visit 

to the criminal side of 

jurisprudence on 

Wednesday morning (June 8) happened thanks to assistance provided to a journalist by Eighth 

Judicial Circuit Court Administrator Paul Silverman and at least one member of his staff, as well 

as Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis, Levy County Judge James T. “Tim” 

Browning, various bailiffs with the Office of Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, and others. 

     Civil county court and circuit court matters are decided in this courthouse as well. 

     This cursory review of one part of one morning showed the wheels of justice turning as they 

are designed to turn in this democratic republic, which is a nation of laws, where all people are 
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equal under the law. The brush with court activity was planned, although the plan was altered 

due to some actions delayed – or continued.  

     Justice delayed can be justice denied. There are reasonable and accepted practices in court 

procedure, nonetheless, that result in some actions sometimes taking longer than some people 

may think is “speedy.” As for a defendant, he or she must agree to delays in being tried, thanks 

to part of the United States Constitution.  

     The text of The Sixth Amendment shows “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 

the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 

crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, 

and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the 

witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to 

have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.” 

     “Defense” is spelled that way because it was accepted English at the time. 

     A morning consult by a visiting journalist with the honorable Eighth Judicial Circuit Court 

Judge Davis, as Levy County Sheriff’s Deputy Rex Shevitski provided the appropriate added 

court security, reflected that this judge continues serving the people of this circuit as he has 

taken an oath to do. 

     Joining Circuit Court Judge Davis in this circuit, which is one of 20 judicial circuits for 

Florida’s 67 counties and includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and Union 

counties. are the Hon. Mark W. Moseley, who is chief judge for this circuit; and the honorable 

circuit court judges -- Monica J. Brasington, Susanne Wilson Bullard, James M. Colaw, Craig C. 

DeThomasis, Denise R. Ferrero, Robert K. Groeb, Donna M. Keim, David P. Kreider, Phillip A. 

Pena, Gloria R. Walker and George M. Wright. Many of these judges have served at the Levy 

County Courthouse during their terms in office so far. 

     Among the first court actions that Wednesday morning were the first appearance hearings, 

probable cause hearings and setting of bail amounts for people suspected of committing crimes. 

     Levy County Judge Browning ruled on these actions for more than a dozen defendants that 

morning. He let all of them know they have a right to remain silent, except when they need to 

answer questions such as “Do you understand?” 

     The number of people charged in one 24-hour span, or another varies. In Levy County, there 

were relatively more people that Wednesday morning than what is an average of defendants who 

have started their journey through the justice system in the past. 

     The judge let the defendants, who would be tried in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, know that 

unless they told him otherwise, he was presuming they cannot afford an attorney. Therefore, 

their case would be given to the Office of Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott 

for their defense. 

     All of the defendants prosecuted in this circuit will be prosecuted by attorneys with the Office 

of State Attorney Brian S. Kramer. 

     There were a couple of defendants at first appearance before Judge Browning on Wednesday 

who are being charged with crimes committed in Dixie County and Taylor County, which is in 

the Third Judicial Circuit. Therefore, they will deal with a different state attorney and a different 

public defender, and a different set of judges. 

     When establishing initial bail amounts and conducting the other matters required in a first 

appearance, Judge Browning not only set the bail amounts, but he verbally told the defendants 

the added conditions for their freedom prior to trial if they were able to post bail. 

     These verbal instructions, which were provided in writing to the people as well, included 

commands such as to not drive without a valid license; to not use illegal drugs; to not drink 
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alcoholic beverages; to not contact people who are alleged victims; to not return to stores where 

they were arrested as suspected thieves; and similar judicial orders. 

     If defendants listened, they learned that they are presumed innocent until proven guilty, and 

that this process was just to begin their journey through the criminal justice system. Judge 

Browning let them know that he was not hearing any aspects from them regarding their charges. 

     Among the defendants appearing before Judge Browning to hear their charges, to be assigned 

to a public defender, and to have bail amounts set that morning were: 

     ● Brian Matthew Hine, 40, of Gainesville, charged with trespass at Walmart in Chiefland after 

warning and failure to appear (FTA). Judge Browning set bail at $1,000 for the trespass charge 

and at $50,000 for the FTA. 

     ● Glenda Fay Randall, 48, of Chiefland, charged with possession of a controlled substance 

without a prescription. Judge Browning set bail at $30,000. 

     ● Casey Michael Buesing, 37, of Cedar Key, charged with driving while license suspended or 

revoked (DWLSR) third or subsequent offense. Judge Browning set bail at $1,000. 

     ● Timothy J. Thompson, 51, of Beverly Hills (Citrus County), charged with DWLSR. Judge 

Browning set bail at $1,000. 

     ● Ruby Lucille Thompson, 51, of Chiefland, charged with battery. Judge Browning set bail at 

$5,000. 

     ● Johnnie Meza, 26, of Fort Meade (Polk County), charged with DWLSR. Judge Browning set 

bail at $1,000. 

     ● Liana Byrd, 44, of Trenton, charged with larceny, petit theft. Judge Browning set bail at 

$500. 

     ● Crystal Fay Cascaddan, 37, of City of Alachua, charged with larceny, petit theft. Judge 

Browning set bail at $1,000. 

     ● Jose Uriostegui-Garcia, 18, of Dade City (Pasco County) driving without a license. This 

defendant was released on his own recognizance (ROR). 

     ● Nancy Marie Weight, 35, of Bronson, charged with battery on a law enforcement officer. 

Judge Browning set bail at $50,000. 

     ● Nelson Barrios, 40, of Bronson, charged with battery. Judge Browning set bail at $50,000. 

     ● Maria Mendieta Palacios, 38, of Williston, charged with aggravated assault with a weapon, 

without the intent to kill. Judge Browning set bail at $75,000. 

     ● Leneiall Stanley Sapp, 28, of Bronson, charged with possession of weapon or ammunition 

by convicted Florida felon; and possession of cocaine. Judge Browning set combined bails at 

$75,000. 

     ● Rebia Emarantay Brown, 25, of Archer (Alachua County) charged with flee/elude law 

enforcement officer at high speed; two counts of cruelty toward child abuse child without great 

bodily harm; and possession of cocaine. Judge Browning set combined bails at $400,000. 

     Judge Browning finished his work related to first appearances before the 9 a.m. start of 

circuit court action by Judge Davis, who was in another of the courtrooms in the Levy County 

Courthouse. 

     Originally on the docket for Wednesday before Judge Davis, was the case management 

hearing for Jeffrey Taylor Madden, 41, of Chiefland. 

     That case management hearing was continued from June 8 to July 20, according to records. 

     Madden was arrested Feb. 9 for attempted murder and aggravated battery with a firearm, and 

other crimes, according to records. His bond was first set at $1.5 million, according to records. 

     Represented by attorney Robert Rush of the Gainesville-based Rush & Frisco Law, Madden’s 

bond hearing on April 20 resulted in a significantly reduced bond, which Madden paid through 
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Stone’s Bail Bonds of Bronson, according to records. 

     Since April 20, Madden has remained free on bond pending trial, according to records. 

     While the case management hearing for Madden, first set for June 8 was continued, Circuit 

Court Judge Davis ruled on several other actions as representatives from Eighth Judicial Circuit 

Public Defender Scott’s Office, and private defense attorneys, and Eighth Judicial Circuit 

Assistant State Attorney Frank P. Slavichak told Judge Davis why they were making motions 

and how they felt about facts, evidence and the law as it all existed before them at that moment 

in that courtroom regarding each of the defendants considered. 

     Private attorney Michael “Mike” Sawyer of the Gainesville-based law firm DeCarlis & Sawyer, 

succeeded in an effort to have his client serve time at the Levy County Jail on weekends. 

     Assistant State Attorney Slavichak and defense attorney Sawyer both spoke with Judge Davis 

about the potential for this client to serve through the Levy County Jail’s weekend program to 

allow that inmate the opportunity to continue his job. 

     This particular client had served 193 days of the 270-day sentence for violation of probation, 

leaving 77 days remaining. 

     At three nights per week, this means this inmate will be spending the next six months’ worth 

of weekends at the Levy County Jail. 

     Judge Davis reminded all parties that it is at the discretion of the Levy County Jail 

administration if this sentence revision can happen -- because, as the judge said, he does not tell 

the jail staff how to run the jail and they do not tell him how to conduct court business in the 

courtroom. 

     The privilege of serving time on weekends alone is not widespread. 

     Both the prosecution and defense attorneys intimated that they understood that this 

opportunity it at the sole discretion of the personnel serving under Levy County Sheriff Bobby 

McCallum, and that the Levy County Jail personnel had been made aware of this potential 

weekend inmate. 

     The judge said the man must appear at the jail this Friday (June 10) to start the sentence at 6 

p.m., and he will be released Sunday (June 12) at 6 p.m. for this first of many weekends. 

     In some of the first bond reduction hearings of the morning before Judge Davis, he ruled on 

motions by Assistant Public Defender Yvens Pierre-Antoine as Assistant State Attorney 

Slavichak stated the position of the State of Florida. 

     In the bond reduction hearing for Gary Dewayne Brown, 52, of Chiefland, Assistant Public 

Defender Pierre-Antoine sought a reduction for Brown to be released on his own recognizance 

(ROR), which early in the sets of those hearings seemed to be Pierre-Antoine go-to or default 

motion for bond reductions. 

     Brown, who was arrested on May 26 for aggravated battery causing bodily harm or disability, 

and for assault with intent to commit a felony, had an original combined bond of $500,000. 

After the state’s prosecutor noted relevant facts and evidence related to reducing the bond, and a 

stated concern for the safety of the alleged victim, Judge Davis chose to reduce the combined 

bonds to $300,000 from $500,000 -- rather than to the ROR amount sought by the Public 

Defender’s Office. 

     Joseph Lee Cook, 46, of Inglis who was booked May 23, was charged with resisting arrest by 

fleeing from a law enforcement officers while the officer had lights and siren activated, and Cook 

was charged with a moving traffic violation of driver license restrictions, according to records. 

Had combined bonds reduced to $6,000. 

     In another bond reduction where the assistant public defender sought an ROR, Judge Davis 

agreed with Assistant State Attorney Slavichak that this defendant’s previous criminal record, 



HardisonInk.com 
and his current charges -- which include at least one mandatory minimum sentence of seven 

years in prison for trafficking -- was reason to not reduce the current bond. Therefore, Judge 

Davis denied the motion for a bond reduction that was sought by Assistant Public Defender 

Pierre-Antoine. 

     There was a plethora of other criminal circuit court action that day, but this sample shows the 

honorable Judge Davis willing to make the rulings required for justice to not stand still. 


