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Levy County Jail repairs planned 

 
Levy County Sheriff’s Office Col. Mike Sheffield (at the podium) tells County 
Commissioners about needed repairs at the Levy County Jail, as he explains the 
challenges of rising and unstable construction costs, and materials delays, as well as 
the logistics caused by inmates and a building that has no windows to open, as Levy 
County Sheriff Bobby McCallum stands by his chief of staff. 
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     BRONSON – The four members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday 
morning (June 7) agreed to move forward with what needs to be done to repair the Levy County Jail. 
     Roof repairs and replacement of air-conditioning/heating and ventilation system parts are needed. 
     The agenda item was listed as “Request for County to provide funding and to move forward with 
bid process for repairs for Jail roof and air handlers for the Levy County Jail.” 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum said he needed to discuss serious structural problems “at 
your Levy County Hotel,” jokingly referring to the Levy County Jail. 
     Levy County Sheriff’s Office Col. Mike Sheffield, chief of staff; LCSO Lt. Todd Horne in charge of 
Facility Operations; LCSO Maintenance Supervisor Aaron Wells and LCSO Finance Director Nicole 
Gore were all present at the Tuesday meeting. 
     Col. Sheffield spoke after the sheriff introduced the LCSO team members he had brought that day. 
     The original construction of the Levy County Jail, Col. Sheffield said, was in 1988. Some of those 
original parts, he explained, have reached the end of their lifespan with it being 35 years old now. 
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     The Pod 3 construction added in 2006, Sheffield continued needs roof repairs. Pod 1 and the lobby 
have roof leaks, too, he said.  
     Some quoted prices for roof repairs on Pod 1, the sheriff’s office and Pod 3 show the following: 
     ● Gainesville Roofing - $16,725 
     ● RKS Construction and Design - $17,180 
     ● Matt’s Metals - $18,650 
     ● Mac Johnson Roofing - $34,800 
     Those quotes are from April 1, according to Maintenance Supervisor Wells. 
     Sheffield went on Tuesday to say air-handlers in the original 1988 construction of the jail and the 
sheriff’s office are the original units. 
     They are 34 years old as of last month, he added. The units put in Pod 1 and Pod 2, Sheffield 
explained, were built into the ceiling and the building was constructed around them.  
     Replacing A/C units at the jail, he said, will create a unique challenge. There are no windows to 
open. The entire building is enclosed. If the air-conditioner stops working, it quickly results in 
uncomfortable and then dangerously hot conditions. 
     This replacement, Col. Sheffield said, will need to be in the late fall or early spring. Replacing them 
now in the late spring and through the summer is not possible. 
     The problem with the air-conditioner providers, he said, is that they can no longer give a 120-day 
quote. They will not commit to a 30-day quote. Seven to 10 days is the time they will put on quotes for 
work, Sheffield said. 
     Materials ordered, Sheffield said, can take from four to five months before they are delivered on the 
site. 
     A roofer told HardisonInk.com last week that he does not want to advertise because he cannot 
accept work. The ability to get some required material is putting him in a bind with people who do not 
understand that if something is not available, it cannot be installed, despite him telling them that at 
the outset. 
     Jared Blanton, MBA, CPA, Levy County Finance Officer and Chief Deputy Clerk for Levy Clerk & 
Comptroller Danny J. Shipp, was asked by the County Commission if he sees the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars available in the county’s coffers for all the work that needs to be done. 
     Blanton said he sees this coming from the General Fund for capital outlay; however, until he has 
firmer numbers, he cannot completely address the funding solution to the problem. 
     On a motion by Levy County Commissioner John Meeks, seconded by Commissioner Matt Brooks, 
with commissioners Rock Meeks and Lilly Rooks concurring, the Levy County Commission agreed to 
continue moving forward with the bid process to obtain quotes to complete the roofing and air-
condition repairs needed at the Levy County Jail. That process includes tentatively accepting the two 
lowest bids for roofing and for air-conditioner repairs, with those prices currently hovering in the 
$200,000 range. The process is contingent on it meeting standards for procurement. 


