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Chiefland Woman’s Club hosts 
another successful Watermelon Festival 

Grace and gifts rain in Chiefland parade 
Politicians abound at watermelon events 
Royalty rolls in watermelon parade 

 
Collecting $3 per vehicle to park on the grass north of the festival this year 
were members of the Tri-County Athletic Commission (TCAC). The TCAC is 
a non-profit youth sports league that plays in Chiefland primarily but is 
spreading its wings beyond Levy County into Gilchrist County and Dixie 
County if all goes as hoped. Seen here are (from left, front row) Shyann 
Latner, 11, Amiyah Baker, 8, and Annie Demello, 16, and (standing behind 
these young sports enthusiasts) Victoria Larkin, a TCAC principal interest. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland Woman’s Club again hosted another successful 
annual watermelon festival and parade Saturday (June 4). 
     There were non-profit vendors, artisans both of the physical objects to buy and the 
musical kind to enjoy for free. There were food vendors galore. It was another fun day of 
buying, selling and having fun. 

 
The LifeSouth Bloodmobile stands ready to accept blood donations in 
exchange for a $20 e-gift card. A sign near the vehicle shows that as of 
Saturday (June 4) there was a critical need for Type O blood. 
 

 
Julia Strubbe (left) and Sabre Strubbe of Newberry are among the many 
people selling their creations at the festival grounds at Trailhead Park in 
Chiefland. 
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Josh Ruth, 10, sits with his face-painting process on the brink of 
completion. Crystal Huber of Chiefland is the artist who not only painted 
faces but also provided glitter tattoos. Standing to the right is Emersyn 
King, 5. The young Mr. Ruth is the son of Carol Ruth, one of the members of 
the Woman’s Club of Chiefland, which is the host organization for the 
event. 
 
Dixie 
Fixins 
Dip Mixes 
is one of a 
long list 
of 
assorted 
types of 
food 
vendors 
in the 
park this 
year. This 
was the 
second year for this vendor. 
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The Florida Department of Corrections continues in its recruitment effort. 
Seen here are FDOC Sgt. Sean Morris (left) and FDOC Lt. V.J. Born. 
 

 
Clyatt House Learning Center is among the educational institutions at the 
festival this year. Seen here are Addison Wood, 12, and Center Manager 
Alicia Hamm. 
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One stretch of a few areas to find food vendors is seen here. 
 

 
First Baptist Church of Chiefland’s Men’s Ministry cuts cold watermelon 
slices to give away during the festival. This is a time-honored festival 
tradition that has happened for decades now. Another tradition was 
competitive watermelon-growing, and auctioning of those prize-winning 
watermelons. 
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Once again, the band Middle Ground with (from left) Caleb Hardee, Noah 
Raulerson and Hunter Barrand provide listeners with music for free. Their 
genre is country music and classic rock. 
 

Grace and gifts rain in Chiefland parade 
     While there was rain and wind in South Florida from a storm, the weather in 
Chiefland for the parade and festival was great. 
     The type of rain that fell as part of that parade was grace and gifts. People in the 
parade provided onlookers with candy, beads, packages of peanuts, water in bottles, ice 
pops, stress plush toys to squeeze for hands, ink pens and even potted plants. 
 
The Chiefland 
Watermelon 
Festival 
Parade starts. 
Seen here, the 
procession is 
approaching 
Fourth Avenue 
Northwest and 
Fourth Avenue 
Northeast as it 
goes south on 
Main Street 
North (U.S. 
Highway 19) in 
Chiefland. 
That is near 
the Jim King Realty office. 
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Chiefland Police Chief Scott Anderson leads the parade southbound on 
Main Street (U.S. Highway 19). 
 

 
Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones drives one of the city’s firetrucks in the 
parade. City Councilwoman Lewrissa “Rissa” Johns and Deputy City Clerk 
Belinda Wilkerson were in a golf cart, and that photo is on the Facebook 
page of HardisonInk.com. There may be other City Council members in the 
fire truck, but it was moving and seeing inside was a bit tricky.  
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AmVets 
Post 42 of 
Chiefland is 
well-
represented 
on a float 
and in the 
pickup 
truck 
pulling it.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Tammy Jones 
and her 
husband 
Jimmy Jones 
are among the 
parade 
participants. 
Jimmy was 
driving. Seen 
here, too, is 
their grandson 
Tate Jones. 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Jones also 
provided voter 
registration 
and 
information 
on the upcoming 2022 election at the festival. 
Photo By Sharon Hardison 
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Levy County Commissioner John Meeks rides in the vehicle provided for 
the commissioners. County Commissioner Matt Brooks was seen walking in 
the parade, too. Other members of this set of elected officials are Rock 
Meeks and Lilly Rooks. 
Photo By Sharon Hardison 

 
Barnhill Landscaping brought at least a couple of dinosaurs on its floats. 
Children dressed in Jurassic Park outfits were on one of the vehicles towing 
the dinosaurs. They had toy guns to point at the T-Rex. This company gave 
away potted geraniums to people along the parade route. Hooray for 
Barnhill Landscaping! 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
The Gainesville Shrine Club sent small motorcycles and little cars to 
participate in the parade. Here is one part of that fleet of participants. 
 

 
Lighthouse Word Church is well-represented in the parade, including this 
small ‘train’ with children as passengers. 
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The Florida 
Department of 
Corrections 
participated in 
the parade and 
festival. Cross 
City Correctional 
Institution is 
seeking 
correctional 
officers. Call 352-
221-5870 for 
more 
information. 
Photo By Sharon 
Hardison 
 

 

Politicians abound at watermelon events 
     There were scores of supporters for the various politicians at the 2022 Watermelon 
Festival and Parade. 
     While not every candidate participating is captured in pictures on the daily news 
website or its related Facebook page, there is a plan to provide candidates with an 
opportunity to answer questions. Publisher Jeff M. Hardison is striving to complete that 
project this year for candidates in many races, including potentially federal, state, 
judicial circuit and county offices. 
     Meanwhile, here are some of those politicians and family members. 
 
 
Telisha Martin and 
her husband 
AuBroncee Martin 
enjoy the festival. 
husband 
AuBroncee Martin 
is among the 
candidates seeking 
election as an 
Eighth Judicial 
Circuit Court 
judge. 
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Sean Brewer and his 14-year-old son Blake Brewer participate in the 2022 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival parade. Sean Brewer is among the 
candidates seeking election as an Eighth Judicial Circuit Court judge. 
 
 
 

Brandon Peters 
is a candidate 
for Florida 
House of 
Representatives 
District 22, 
which includes 
all of Levy 
County. 
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Devin Whitehurst of Williston, a candidate for Levy County School Board 
District 5, participates in the parade with his son Tucker Whitehurst, 7. 
 

 
Billy Hinote (not in this photo) is a candidate for Levy County Commission 
District 4. He had people helping him campaign via the parade, while he 
shook hands walking down the route. This radio-controlled small 
vehicle had occupants – JaiLynn Jones and Georgia Grimm (Billy Hinote’s 
granddaughter) and the driver via remote control was Amanda Hinote 
Grimm (Billy Hinote’s daughter). There are more photos of candidates, 
royalty and other aspects of the festival and parade on the Facebook page 
of HardisonInk.com. 
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Jason 
Whistler, 
seeking to 
be elected 
as the next 
Levy 
County 
Property 
Appraiser, 
is seen in 
the parade 
with his 
wife B.J. 
Whistler. 
Among the 
vehicles in 
the parade 
was a 
pickup 
truck with 
many members of that family. There are more photos of candidates, royalty 
and other aspects of the festival and parade on the Facebook page 
of HardisonInk.com. 
 
 
Evelyn Etheredge, 100, rides in the pickup truck with the Whistler family. 
She 
endorses 
Jason 
Whistler 
for Levy 
County 
Property 
Appraiser. 
Etheredge 
worked as 
an 
educator 
in the Levy 
County 
School 
District 
for 35 
years 
before 
retiring. 
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Charlene ‘Watson’ Calvillo (in the pink shirt and waving) is among the 
candidates seeking election. Her watermelon-themed float was among 
those entered by people seeking election. 
 

 
Levy County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Max Long is the supervisor for the complete 
set of school resource officers in Levy County. Like everyone at the LCSO, 
he serves as an extension of Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum. Here, Lt. 
Long is helping guard the back end of the parade as it goes southbound on 
Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) in Chiefland. The parade was relatively big 
this year, taking almost an hour to pass any of the points along the route. 
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Royalty rolls in watermelon parade 

 
2022 Chiefland Watermelon Queen Caroline Schapansky is among the 
many pageants of royalty participating in the parade. Other queens 
included 2022 National Watermelon Queen Bethany Barfield and 2022 
Florida Watermelon Queen Amber Boykin. Also in the parade were 2022 
Chiefland Watermelon Princess Emma Maroon, 2022 Chiefland 
Watermelon Teen Queen Grace Bastow, 2022 Chiefland Watermelon Baby 
Queen Nora Smith and many others. Please see 
the HardisonInk.com Facebook page to see other photos from the 2022 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival and Parade. Unfortunately, that pageant's 
coordinators did not communicate with the daily news website this year. 
Hence, the coverage was relatively slim this year. 
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2022 
Chiefland 
Watermelon 
Toddler 
Queen 
Novalee 
Crawford 
rides in the 
parade.  
There were 
many 
winners and 
participants 
in the 
Chiefland 
Watermelon 
and May Day 
pageants. 
 

 

 

 
Miss May Day Margarita Ramos rides in the parade. To see the whole 2022 
May Day story and photos in the archives, click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/5-29-22-congressional-candidate-meets-people-at-may-day-in-chiefland.pdf
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Irma 
Phillips 
Maxwell - 
Miss May 
Day 1965 
Miss May 
Day 1963 
rides in 
the 
parade. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Carolyn 
Cohen-
Gent -  
Miss May 
Day 1963 
rides in 
the parade. 

 

 

 

 
Please see the HardisonInk.com Facebook page to see other photos from the 2022 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival and Parade.  

 


