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Business owner warns about Google 

search results producing scammer bait 

 

Screen capture shows 

the results from using 

the Google search 

engine for ‘Towing In 

Chiefland.’ The phone 

number here is a 

phishing device. Do 

not call this one to get 

a tow. The actual 

numbers to call for 

Tri-County Towing & 

Recovery are 352-493-

1818 or 352-498-5401. 

Screen Capture On 

Monday Night (June 

6) 
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     OKEECHOBEE – A 

man who said is name is Victor David and who claimed to live in the City of Okeechobee and 

who alleged that he is “working from home” answered when the telephone number 352-268-

1491 was called at 8:41 p.m. on Monday (June 6). 

     That is the number that Google presents as the first pick for “towing in Chiefland.” 

     The owner of Tri-County Towing & Recovery said she discovered people using her company’s 

name under a Google search listing when a person types “Towing In Chiefland” are being misled 

and falling prey to fraud. 

     She discovered this after people who were defrauded called the correct telephone number of 

her business and told her what happened, seeking recompense from the actual business. She 

said those people had to stop the credit cards they had and get new credit cards after the thieves 

stole from them. 

     The actual numbers to call for Tri-County Towing & Recovery are 352-493-1818 or 352-498-

5401. 

     People who call the “268” number will be put on hold. Then they told they are being tape-

recorded, and then have a person answer the phone “24-7 Towing.” 

     Clicking on the Google “reviews” for this fake listing of Tri-County Towing and Recovery 

shows the writers do not have English as a first language. It also shows five of the 15 reviews 

happen within an hour, another sign that they are part of a counterfeit effort to trick people. 

     The difference between this person or persons who reportedly is or are working out of his 

home “in the City of Okeechobee” is that Tri-County Towing & Recovery will not ask for a 

driver’s license number or a credit card number over the phone. The real company will accept 
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the credit card number when they arrive to provide towing or recovery services. 

     The company owner said Google told her it refuses to correct the listing it has when this 

search comes up, until a court action forces it to do so. 

     Levy County and Florida law enforcement agencies reportedly have been informed of this 

phishing scam to get credit card numbers and driver’s license numbers. 

     The single best law enforcement agency to use if fraud is committed against a person by using 

the Internet is the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

    As noted by the FBI -- On the Internet: Be Cautious When Connected 

     “Everyday tasks—opening an email attachment, following a link in a text message, making an 

online purchase—can open you up to online criminals who want to harm your systems or steal 

from you. Preventing Internet-enabled crimes and cyber intrusions requires each of us to be 

aware and on guard,” the FBI notes on its page related to Internet-oriented crime. 

     See scams and safety tips by clicking HERE. 

     As noted on that website -- If You are a Victim, File a Report with IC3. 

     If you are the victim of an online or internet-enabled crime, file a report with the Internet 

Crime Complaint Center (IC3) as soon as possible. 

     Crime reports are used for investigative and intelligence purposes. Rapid reporting can also 

help support the recovery of lost funds. 

     Visit ic3.gov for more information, including tips and information about current crime 

trends. 

     Learn about other common scams and crimes by going HERE.  

     The owner of Tri-County Towing and Recovery wants everyone to become aware that there 

are criminals committing fraud by luring customers by using company names to steal. She said 

every company owner may want to look up their own Google listings to see if their name is being 

used to trick people into calling some telephone number that is not connected to their company, 

even though Google shows it that way. 

https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/on-the-internet
https://www.ic3.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes

