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Prevention coalition provides review 
Summer camp starts 

 
Levy County Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis 
and LCPC Chairman Crystal Seley provide a photo opportunity June 3 in 
Williston. Seley and Lewis are among the group of people involved with the 
LCPC, which is a coalition committed to a healthy community. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 5, 2022 at 12:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The Levy County Prevention Coalition’s luncheon meeting on Friday 
afternoon (June 3) showed the LCPC is more about action rather than eating and 
meeting; nevertheless, as has consistently been the case, this group keeps shining the 
rays of hope for Levy County residents and visitors. 
     LCPC Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis and Rhett Munden of the Levy County 
unit of Tobacco Free Florida provided most of the information in what turned out to be 
another two-group meeting day. 
     Chairman Crystal Seley of Mission Family Williston opened the meeting with the 
grace and style for which she is known at these meetings. 
     A homemade hashbrown casserole by LCPC Development Coordinator Deedee 
Merando, ham, green beans, rolls, brownies, soft drinks, tea and water were enjoyed by 
all diners during the luncheon. 
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Seen here is LCPC Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis telling listeners 
about the success of the coalition in the past few months. Levy County 
Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, co-chair of the LCPC, is in the 
bright green shirt on the left in this photo. 
 

 
This is a view looking from the perspective of people looking out from the 
front tables at the meeting on June 3.  
 
     Held in the Williston Elementary School media and reading area (commonly known 
as a library), the meeting took place just a few days before WES will be among the eight 
schools in Levy County where the LCPC provides summer day camp for children at eight 
schools in Levy County – starting Monday (June 6). 
     LCPC summer day camps will run for five weeks, June 6 through July 8, offering 
children academic enrichment activities as well as some amazing field trips and other 
fun. There also is a Summer Bridge program offered July 11 through July 13 to assist 
Levy County fifth graders as they transition from their elementary school environment 
to the middle school and high school settings into which they will enter in the fall. 
     Chief Operating Officer Lewis noted his appreciation for assistance in the LCPC 
efforts, including by LCPC Co-Chairman Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris 
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Cowart and the whole Levy County School Board and school staffs; LCPC Secretary W.O. 
“Brett” Beauchamp III, who also is the undersheriff of the Levy County Sheriff’s Office, 
and hence the LCPC notes its thanks to the entire LCSO team; LCPC Founder and 
Treasurer Robert Wells, who also is the executive director of the Gilchrist Anti-Drug 
Coalition; and Lewis added, he is thankful for the help of many other county and state 
entities as well as to the media entity of record. 
     While this soon-to-happen repeat of excellent summer offerings by the LCPC is 
planned and announced, the Levy County Prevention Coalition meeting on Friday 
provided a chance to look at some of its progress in the preceding few month before that 
June 3 meeting. 
     On March 14, students enjoyed a field trip to Homosassa Springs State Park. They 
walked along the trails, viewed wildlife in natural habitats and saw fish and manatees in 
The Fish Bowl, an underwater observatory. 
     Children on that trip in March also learned about local birds as well as that this state 
park provides a place to live for some animals that could not survive in the wild. Leaners 
gained insight about conservation during this field trip. 
     On April 9, members of the Rotary Club of Williston and the LCPC joined forces at 
John Henry Celebration Park in Williston for a community Easter Egg Hunt, complete 
with an Easter bunny mascot that provided photo ops with children and parents. 
     Among the other happy events in which the LCPC worked with its partners was the 
Williston Elementary School Family Night program. 
     On April 30, the LCPC was among the interests working with the LCSO, the Cedar 
Key Police Department, the Chiefland Police Department, Inglis Town Hall, Walmart of 
Chiefland and the Williston Police Department as those entities joined forces with the 
United States Drug Enforcement Agency in its Drug Takeback Program. 
     In other LCPC activities noted, the coalition provided a taco bar, with cookies and 
drinks to the many children it has as mentees. The LCPC also gave these mentees a 
summer packet as they left their normal school year, and that packet included candy, 
popcorn and activities to help them start their summer right. 
     In other news of interest shared during the meeting on June 3, Levy County 
Undersheriff Beauchamp said the annual Crab Fest did not happen again this year, as it 
did not happen last year.  
     Normally, this annual event is on the last Saturday in April. 
     LCPC Operating Officer Lewis said there are efforts by community leaders to change 
this annual event, which grew to attract some level of drug-oriented criminals to the 
festivities. One hope now is for Crab Fest to evolve into an event more family-oriented 
community event for the area just outside the municipality of Williston in eastern Levy 
County. 
     The festive event started well, but devolved to include some level of criminal activity 
and even included a shooting death and injuries one year, where those responsible were 
arrested, tried and imprisoned. 
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Rhett Munden 
(standing) 
speaks about 
progress 
during the 
past school 
year by the 
Tobacco Free 
Florida 
program in 
Levy County. 
 
     As for the 
Tobacco Free 
Florida program in Levy County, the LCPC has accepted that. In the past school year, 
Munden said, there was a Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) group continued 
at Williston Middle High School. 
     Since the SWAT groups in other high schools in Levy County had disbanded prior to 
the global COVID-19 pandemic and given the Levy County School Board’s choice not to 
initiate new school clubs during the pandemic, the ones at high schools in Bronson and 
Chiefland are still not existing. 
     Munden said there is some hope of SWAT clubs resuming in Bronson and Chiefland 
this coming fall. 
     He also spoke about his extensive review of all of the many convenience stores, 
grocery stores and other outlets selling tobacco products in Levy County. Munden said 
he was surprised by the level of intensity via subliminal suggestion in advertising aimed 
at young potential tobacco product consumers. 
     Also during the anti-tobacco part of the meeting Friday, Cowart said he has learned 
about method that Levy County students are using to conceal their use of tobacco via 
vaping on school grounds. 
     The Levy County Prevention Coalition coordinators include Deedee Merando, 
Samantha Dean, Sarah Michele Swartz, Joelle Covarrubias and Rhett Munden, Joining 
the LCPC staff workers for at least a couple of months this summer is Dedee McLeod. 
Also during the summer, there will be LCSO deputies enjoying their duties at the eight 
schools, and there will be educators, support staff as well as young people helping in the 
day summer camp adventures. 
     In addition to Seley, Lewis, Wells, Levy County Superintendent of Schools Cowart, 
Levy County Undersheriff Beauchamp and LCPC staff, other individuals attending and 
participating in the June 3 luncheon meeting were Laurie Beauchamp of Chiefland 
Middle High School; Lucas Giffen, a senior this fall at Williston Central Christian 
Academy; Gwen Love and Ashley Hamynarine of CDS Family & Behavioral Health 
Services; Lorrie van Voorthuijsen, Shannon Prieto, Kody Latham and Sheri McLeroy all 
of the Hanley Foundation; Monique Bessette of Suwannee River Area Economic 
Council; and others. 
     The next luncheon meeting of the LCPC and the Levy County Unit of Tobacco Free 
Florida is to be determined. 


