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One of five commissioner of agriculture 
candidates speaks at forum 

 
Ryan Morales tells people in Williston on June 24 about his candidacy. 
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     WILLISTON – It was a big night in Williston at the R. Gerald Hethcoat Community Room on 
June 24 when 18 candidates in races at the national, state, judicial circuit and county levels showed 
up. 
     In the race for Florida Commissioner of Agriculture, one of the five candidates on the ballots for 
the Aug. 23 primaries spoke.  
     Democrats will have an opportunity on Aug. 23 to choose either Naomi Esther Blemur (D-Miami), 
J.R. Gaillot (D-Gainesville) or Ryan Morales (D-Clermont) as their candidate for Commissioner of 
Agriculture.  
     Republicans will have an opportunity on Aug. 23 to choose either James W. Shaw (R-Vero Beach) 
or Wilton Simpson (R-Tallahassee) as their candidate for Commissioner of Agriculture. 
     Morales came to Williston from Clermont (Lake County) to speak with people about his candidacy. 
     As he introduced himself, Morales said he is a small business owner. Morales and his wife for the 
past 10 years have owned the business named DelPuma. It is a marketing and business management 
firm located in the Green Swamp (Clermont). The company provides consulting for marketing, 
including right now the marketing of robotics used in agriculture to assist farmers in their profession, 
Morales said. 
     Morales said his is a “boxer rescue home,” where they have rescued three of this type of dog and 
they love their boxers. 
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     The couple has two daughters. Morales said he is running to help protect his children’s future and 
the future for all children. 
     Right now, he said, the environment is in danger. Ecology is fragile, Morales said, and algae blooms 
are an indicator of some of the problems between nature and the impact of humans on the planet. 
     Wildlife and agriculture are among the victims from overdevelopment in Florida, Morales said. He 
wants to protect Florida’s environment. 
     He told listeners that he is bringing technology from Australia to clean up algae blooms in Lake 
Okeechobee.  
     “If we can fix that right away,” Morales said, “you will never see an algae bloom on my watch. As a 
matter of fact, we are going to restore The Everglades. We are going to restore the seagrass, because 
that should not be an issue. We should be protecting that. 
     “That is sacred land to me, my people (Native Americans) and everybody in Florida,” Morales said. 
“If we lose The Everglades, this place will fall apart.” 
     Four more years of Republican control of government in Florida is not going to be good, Morales 
said. 
     As he spoke, Morales indicated his belief that Simpson would win the Republican primary. 
Simpson has served as a member of the Florida Senate since 2012. He currently represents the 10th 
district, which includes Citrus, Hernando, and part of Pasco counties, and Simpson previously 
represented the 18th district from 2012 to 2016. 
     Morales said it is his belief that Simpson is more interested in enriching himself rather than 
serving the people. As the Commission of Agriculture, Morales said he will take care of the people of 
Florida, especially by properly promoting the agricultural community. 
     Marketing Florida-grown products will move up on the priority list if Morales is elected, he 
intimated. 
     “Fresh From Florida is going to mean something across this nation,” Morales said. “We need to 
make sure Fresh From Florida means something. Our products are ‘A Number One.’ We grow more 
than 300 (different) products in the state of Florida.” 
     Morales said he is known as a cannabis activist. 
     “I'm in full support of the full legalization of marijuana. Home Grow is a must and 
decriminalization along with the release of any incarcerated due to possession needs to be done!” he 
notes on his website seeking election. 
     As far as the Conceal Carry Permits, which are licensed in Florida through the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Morales has noted that “My administration will continue to 
check ALL applicants and run appropriate background checks before issuing permits. We need to 
continue to push for more gun safety education in our schools and among all our constituents.” 
     During his speech, Morales said he wants to require, too, that someone such as a spouse vouches 
for an applicant. 
     To learn more about him, Morales asked people to visit his website, which can be seen by 
clicking HERE. 

https://ryanforflorida.com/

