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Children enjoy 
transplanting Cuban 
oregano liners to take 
home. This was during the 
Levy County Public Library 
System’s week of exploring 
Italy during its four-week 
program this summer, 
where children ‘visited’ 
four different countries. 
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     BRONSON -- Dozens of excited children participated at the 2022 Levy County Library Summer 
Program during each of the four weeks of different programs at the five public libraries in Levy 
County. 

     The theme for this summer was “Explore The World. 
     Students went to the five public libraries in Levy County as the “traveled” to four different 
countries. 
     The Levy County Public Library System presented its program from June 6 through July 1 this 
year. 
     Programs were from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (noon) each of the five days of the week at the libraries 
listed below on those days. 
     During the week of the summer program when the children “visited” Italy, UF/IFAS Extension 
Levy County, in cooperation with Levy County Library Director Darlene Slattery, and Library Office 
Manager Layce Hallman, let children enjoy a program focused on common herbs and crops of Italy, 
specifically corn, basil, and oregano. 
     Nature Coast Master Gardeners (NCMG) visited five branch libraries during the week-long 
program for Italy. The traveling roadshow provided 90 minutes of fun and educational activities. 
     Goals of this one week of the four weeks of events in the libraries included discussing factors 
influencing seed germination, functions of roots, stems, leaves, flowers and plant-insect-human 
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interdependence. 
     During the sensory experience, children squeezed leaves of basil and oregano plants releasing 
essential oils. Many found the aroma familiar, reminding them of spaghetti sauce or pizza sauce. They 
examined NCMG’s portable herbarium specimens identifying similarities and differences of roots, 
leaves and flowers. 
     After manipulating the square stemmed salvia Duke H. asked, “are all plants with square stems 
mints.”  Liam shared that an herbarium was “a place to buy herbs.” 
     The NCMG portable herbarium documents and holds information about plants in Dixie, Gilchrist, 
and Levy counties. It is a collection of dried plant specimens mounted on archive safe scrapbook 
paper. Each bound book covers one season: spring, summer, autumn or winter. It documents plant 
diversity, and our collection travels to festivals, events, and is designed to be handled. The collection 
is housed at the Levy Extension Center, Bronson. 
     Using hand magnifying lens participants got an up-close look at the short, dense, and somewhat 
spiny hairs on okra and a pressed herbarium specimen, bull nettle (Cnidoscolus stimulosus). The 
latter is covered with stiff stinging hairs.  
     Children compared the rough, prominent vein of sweet corn compared to the feathery, wispy stalks 
of juvenile dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), and leathery oak (Quercus spp.) leaves. Children 
were cautioned to never eat anything growing in the wild without adult supervision.  
     After describing seed characteristics, shape, color, size and identifying seed dispersal methods, 
Gaillardia seed pods were dissected. Children pulled gaillardia seeds tufts from freshly collected seed 
heads. Children packaged seeds in herbarium-grade glassine envelopes to take home. Bella D, aged 
nine- and-a-half, asked “how long does it take seeds to grow [germinate]?” Adults were provided 
sowing directions. 
     Local gardens were identified, and adults encouraged to expand upon this learning experience by 
exploring gardens, parks, preserves and plant nurseries. Based on participants’ comments, both 
adults and children had a good time. 


