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One national candidate 
shows up at forum in Levy County 
Danielle Hawk seeks U.S. House seat 

 
Danielle Hawk (D-Gainesville) speaks to the people in Williston on Friday 
night (June 24). 
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     WILLISTON – Danielle Hawk (D-Gainesville) is the only candidate in the race for 
United States House of Representatives District 3 who showed up to speak to voters on 
June 24. 
     Kat Kammack (R-Gainesville) is the incumbent in this new Congressional district that 
includes Levy County and 11 other North Central Florida counties. 
     On Aug. 23, Democrats will choose between Hawk or Tom Wells (D-Gainesville) in 
the primary for this position of representing the people on the national level. 
    On Aug. 23, Republicans will choose between Kammack, Manuel P. Arsenio (R-
Gainesville) and Justin Waters (R-Alachua). 
     On Nov. 8, Linda S. Brooks (No Party Affiliation), who qualified past the primary, will 
face the winning Democrat and the winning Republican to see who the voters choose for 
this post, according to records in the Florida Secretary of State, Division of Elections 
Office. 
     Hawk was the first candidate to speak that Friday night in Williston and she captured 
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the crowd’s attention with her clear messages. She did not hold back on being direct 
with her statements. 
     As she introduced herself, Hawk mentioned that redistricting brought Levy County 
into the Third Congressional District of Florida. 
     Unlike some people seeking election or reelection, Hawk said she has not been in 
politics for the past decade. 
     “I didn’t grow up saying I wanted to be a politician,” Hawk said. “I’m like a lot of you. 
I am a daughter. I am a sister. I’m an employee. I have a full-time job. And I call 
Florida’s Third Congressional District home.” 
     Hawk is familiar with community service, and she will continue standing up for what 
is right. 
     She told the audience that her parents taught her and her siblings that “Everyone is 
made in the image of God.” 
     “We need to love and respect everyone,” Hawk said, “regardless of what they look 
like; who they are; their religion; or their political beliefs.” 
     The candidate for the United States House of Representatives shared with people 
examples of her service to others, starting with a middle school project. 
     In that middle school project, Hawk made sure that hundreds of Christmas gifts were 
delivered to members of the United States military who were stationed overseas. She 
went on. 
     “For years as a teenager,” she said, “I tutored in a low-income school district. And 
after high school, I put off college, and I volunteered in a yearlong program in El 
Salvador and Guatemala, where I worked in humanitarian projects – like building 
toilets in rural villages, which is not as fun as it sounds.” 
     During that time, she also aided local non-profit organizations. 
     In her professional career, Hawk has worked in faith-based non-profits, where she 
organized community events like youth-tutoring opportunities, food banking, and 
housing projects. 
     As a university administrator, one of the first things Hawk did was to create equitable 
scholarship funding so that low-income, non-traditional students could access 
international educational opportunities. 
     Hawk now works at a digital startup company, which has a vision “To use our 
growing business to make an impact in the lives of our employees by paying them a 
living wage; but also supporting local organizations that are doing good work in their 
communities.” 
     This synopsis supports the statement she made next. 
     “Serving others is who I am,” Hawk said. “It is in my blood.” 
     Hawk then reminded listeners that her choices are not what all people will make. 
     “The sad reality is that there are people all over this country who are in public office, 
who are far more concerned with keeping their power and padding their pockets, than 
they are with helping the people that they have been elected to serve,” Hawk said. “And 
y’all, that is why I am running for Congress. I am sick and tired about being represented 
by people who are just concerned with keeping their seats; about getting really big 
donations; and what their next career move is going to be.” 
     Hawk said this type of federal politician is not concerned about representing the will 
of the American people. 
     This candidate then let people know who she sees as one of those people. 
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     Rep. Kammack, the incumbent, cares about herself more than she cares about the 
people in her Congressional district, Hawk said. 
     Hawk mentioned at this non-partisan event on June 24 that whether listeners are 
Republicans, Democrats, Independents or Non-Party registered voters, she wants 
everyone to know some facts. 
     “This Congresswoman (Kammack) is misrepresenting us when she actively is working 
against us,” Hawk said. “The congresswoman (Kammack) voted against the Extended 
Child Tax Credit that lifted millions of children out of poverty – some of them here in 
this district.  
     “She (Kammack) voted against the Bi-Partisan Infrastructure Bill that is going to 
bring rural broadband to this district, when hundreds of thousands of people in our 
rural areas do not have reliable Internet service,” Hawk continued. “She voted against 
closing background check loopholes twice.  
     “And just today,” Hawk added, “(Kammack voted against) the Bi-Partisan Safter 
Community Act, which the majority of Americans, the Fraternal Order of Police and 
National Association of Police Chiefs have all come out in support of. And she voted 
against having insulin (limited to be) at $35 (per month), when we pay in this district 
out-of-pocket $350. That is NOT real representation.” 
     Hawk said that Rep. Kammack is repeatedly voting against legislation that the people 
of this district desperately need. 
     Additionally, Hawk said Kammack spends a lot of time thousands and thousands of 
miles away from the people in this district. 
     “And when she does talk about these issues,” Hawk said, “she doesn’t offer clear 
solutions about what she is going to do about it.” 
     Hawk reminded listeners of even more universal thoughts about the race she has 
entered. 
     “But this campaign is not just about one person or what I think is important,” Hawk 
said. “I have spent the last year travelling over these 12 counties that are in this district, 
meeting with the beautiful people of this district, like all of you, and actually listening to 
what is important to you.” 
     Hawk found people her age who are struggling to be able to pay rising rents. She has 
met single mothers who must choose between buying food or putting gasoline into their 
vehicles’ tanks. 
     “We are in the middle of an economic crisis,” Hawk said. “And we need to do 
something about it. And not just when it is politically convenient for us to do that. We 
need sustainable, long-term solutions to keep this from happening over and over again. 
     “And we need to make sure hardworking Americans, like all of you, are being paid a 
livable wage,” she continued. “We need to make sure we have increased access to 
affordable housing. And we need to renew the Extended Child Tax Credit.” 
     The candidate for Florida Congressional District 3 reminded voters that this is the 
most rural of all Florida Congressional districts. 
     She has spoken with farmers about keeping family farms afloat, including the 
maintenance of equipment on those farms. 
     “Since the founding of our country,” Hawk said, “family farms have been at the 
backbone of our economy. And that is the heart of America.” 
     She said Americans need to help support farms. Hawk learned about “the farmer’s 
right to repair,” she said, which is legislation that if adopted will assure family-owned 
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farms will have the freedom to choose how they will maintain and repair their own 
agricultural equipment.  
     Wrapping up her seven-minute speech, Hawk said the federal government needs to 
enact laws to reduce prescription drug costs, as well as to expand Medicare to include 
vision, dental, hearing and homecare.  
     Hawk said Medicare eligibility should be extended beyond the point where it is now. 
People should not only be able to afford to go to the doctor, she said, but the people in 
this district should not have to drive for 45 minutes to an hour and a half to reach a 
hospital or a doctor’s office. 
     As she concluded her statements, Hawk said she will “show up and come to events 
like this,” if she is elected to Congress. She will listen to what is important to her 
constituents, Hawk said. 
     “And I will continue to do the hard work,” Hawk said, “like driving around 12 
counties to make sure that we are making a difference in your lives. My platform has just 
one purpose – to make a difference in the lives of ordinary people. It’s not about 
personal agenda. It’s not about power. And it’s not about money.” 
     Hawk said she wants Democrats to choose her on Aug. 23, and then for all voters to 
choose her on Nov. 8. 
     During the question and answer period, Hawk mentioned her appreciation and 
gratitude for Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and the staff members 
in that office, because Hawk qualified to run through the petition process, and it was 
through the work by Jones’ staff and Hawks’ staff that assured all petitions were verified 
in time to qualify.  
     Publisher’s Note: Watch HardisonInk.com for more stories and photos from 
this forum – Florida Commissioner of Agriculture; State House and Senate; Circuit 
Court Judge; Levy County Commission; Property Appraiser; and Levy County School 
Board. To see the first story about candidates qualifying – click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/6-19-22-candidates-qualify-for-election.pdf

