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Williston is winning the fight against blight 

 
Williston CRA Chairman Nick Williams announces construction and other 
improvements to improve the blighted area across the street from City Hall. 
That stretch of dilapidated buildings has been an eyesore in downtown 
Williston for many years now. 
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     WILLISTON – The five members of the Williston City Council, Williston Mayor 
Charles Goodman and others heard Tuesday night (June 21) about the biggest project 
ever attempted by the Williston Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA), since its 
creation on March 16, 1999. 
 
 
(from left) 
Williston City 
Manager Jackie 
Gorman, 
Deputy City 
Manager and 
HR Director 
Deanna Nelson 
and Williston 
City Attorney 
Kiersten Ballou 
are among the 
appointed municipal staff who assure this easternmost Levy County city 
continues its high standard of living and quality of life for residents and 
visitors. 
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These two 
photos are 
from the 
graphics that 
were brought 
to City Hall 
for the 
meeting to 
show some of 
an artist's 
conception of 
the future for 
this part of 
the city. 
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Moments before the start of the June 21 meeting Williston City Planner 
Laura Jones is seen as she sits ready for the event. Jones is a vital part of 
the team seeking to continue progressing in the city with growth, while 
maintaining the appeal of this quaint city. 
 

 
Williston City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson and City 
Councilman Michael Cox prepare to perform their local legislative duties on 
June 21. 
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Williston Mayor Charles Goodman and Williston City Council President 
Debra Jones agree to a photo op just before the start of the regular twice-
monthly meeting of this municipal government body. 
 

 
City Councilman Zach Bullock, the newest member of this City Council, 
prepares for the start of the meeting Tuesday night. 
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City Councilman Elihu Ross, one of the statesmen who serves his 
constituents as he has for several years, is seen moments after casting his 
first vote of the evening on June 21. 
 
     Williston CRA Chairman Nick Williams announced improvements for almost every 
part of the structures right across Main Street (State Road 121) from City Hall.  
     It has taken many years for the CRA to address blight conditions in the center of 
Williston’s downtown area, Williams said. Improving blighted conditions to help 
communities is among the reasons the Florida Legislature many years ago created the 
CRA option for municipalities, and other political subdivisions of the state. Ridding 
areas of slum conditions is another driving force for the CRAs of Florida. 
     Williams let listeners know it took years for the CRA to buy the property to improve 
it. 
     “We also purchased, for demolition, buildings that had been sitting there – unused – 
in a state of decay, for perhaps half a century or more,” Williams said. 
     The work before the actual construction began includes decades of efforts by CRA 
volunteers and city staff. 
     The arcade walk-through area from the sidewalks on Main Street going into the 
structure is among the parts being improved in this project where Walker Architects 
designed the improvements and Oelrich Construction is making those architectural 
concepts become a reality. 
     This arcade will serve as a gateway to the existing businesses on Main Street, 
Williams said, and it ideally will provide a better environment for new business 
interests. 
     Williams said all of the construction will be completed within the next few months, 
when he was asked outside of the meeting room to define “soon” on the graphic posters 
that showed “Opening Soon.” 
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     The Williston CRA Vision Statement notes “The goal of the Williston Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) is to revitalize business and residential sections within 
the downtown area. By suggesting improvements intended to preserve and enhance 
downtown Williston, the CRA envisions a town that is visually attractive and welcoming 
to visitors and those who live in the surrounding countryside. The CRA plan will ensure 
the safety and enjoyment of all pedestrians, motorists and bicyclists, while at the same 
time maintaining a town of diversity and interest. Williston will be appealing for its 
services, as well as cultural, educational and health facilities, maintaining what is best 
about our town, physically and spiritually.” 
     During the meeting Tuesday night (June 21), Williams spoke about the scope of the 
work that has started on this huge project in Block 12, one of the places in the city 
designated as suffering from blight. 
     During the May 9 meeting of the CRA, Chairman Williams said, Oelrich Construction 
was approved for construction and renovation of the arcade, the building that used to be 
a Coca-Cola bottling plant (from the early 1900s), as well as the replacement of awnings, 
painting and repairs of five storefront on Main Street. 
     The awning replacements and façade work will not include the buildings, along that 
stretch, on the southern corner of Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27), nor at the northern end 
of that city block, he said, as a result of the property owners for those buildings refusing 
to cooperate with the CRA efforts to end blight conditions on that city block. 
     The City of Williston Public Works Department completed some of the demolition 
work on this project, Williams said, saving the city a significant amount of money on the 
project. Among the many existing things being removed are seven large palm trees, 
Williams said. 
     There will be four skylights in the arcade that is being built, he said. An opportunity 
will exist for artwork in the future on both sides of the hallway of that arcade, he said. 
Both ends of the arcade hallway will have decorative gates, he added. 
     There will be a space created in this project for a passive park for outdoor gatherings, 
Williams said. In the future, there may be a stage and movie screen added to that park 
part of this project, he added. 
     As for the question on some business-owners’ minds, the parking lot to the east of 
this set of structures will be improved. That is set to start next year, Williams said, 
adding that the revitalization of the stores jumped in front of the projects planned as a 
result of problems with planning, designing and starting the work needed to complete 
that parking lot. 
     A five-year permit that had been acquired from the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District expired, he said. That had to be renewed. An attempt for 
supplemental funding did not succeed, he added. There may be grant funding now, 
Williams said, for paving the parking lot. Also, by working with the city’s utility 
department, this project is being set for next year. 
     In the meantime, the existing parking lot is functional, and businesses such as Back 
Door Antiques and Gifts have customers who use it now. After the Florida Department 
of Transportation removed on-street parking on Noble Avenue and almost all of Main 
Street, business interests like Back Door Antiques had customers finding new places to 
park. 
     The antique and gift shop has a back door main entrance as a result of the FDOT 
actions from years ago – hence, its name Back Door Antiques and Gifts. 
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OTHER ACTION 
     Among the other actions and informational items on Tuesday evening, Williston City 
Manager Jackie Gorman and City Planner Laura Jones announced the city is getting a 
$500,000 grant to improve Cornelius Williams Park. 
     The mayor and City Council recognized Christy Richardson and Alex Rodriguez for 
earning their licenses in regard to natural gas utility services in the city. 
     Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall received a unanimous vote from the City Council 
for the city to buy a 2022 Dodge Sierra Brush Truck to replace the Williston Fire Rescue 
(WFR) Brush Truck that is being retired. 
     Williston City Attorney Kiersten Ballou said that the City Council foregoing its three-
bid requirement for this relatively big purchase is justified by the immediate need for 
this emergency services vehicle. 
     The fire chief said that by replacing the outgoing truck in this timely manner, the city 
maintains its ISO rating that affects property insurance rates in the city, by showing the 
level of fire service available in Williston is continuing rather than declining by what 
would have been the loss of one firefighting vehicle. 
     In other WFR news, Chief Stegall said the new extrication equipment the Fire 
Department obtained is working as expected, and it had a first-use just recently as WFR 
personnel put it to work to help people in need. He thanked City Council for its help in 
obtaining the lifesaving equipment. 
     And, while there were many other actions and announcements, City Manager 
Gorman shared that the quarterly newsletter from the city will be going to the utility 
customers with their next billing statement. 


