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Rotarians donate to baseball team 
Skop announces candidacy 

 
Rob Alexander stands and speaks to Rotarians, joined by Bricen Clemons and Drew 
Drummond, two of the 11 players on the Chiefland Area Athletic Association’s 10 Years 
and Younger All-Star Baseball Team, which is going to compete for the state 
championship in St. Augustine starting on July 6 and going into the weekend. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 23, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – It was a double-header at the older of the two Rotary Clubs in Chiefland when 
members and guests of that club met in The Gathering Table Restaurant for the regular weekly 
meeting. 

Wilson Mathews of the 
Conyers, Georgia, Rotary 
Club, was among the 
Rotarians in the meeting on 
June 22. Mathews has been a 
member of Rotary since 1984. 
While he owns property from 
a homestead perspective in 
Georgia, he also is a 
homeowner in the Chiefland 
area, and he pays ad valorem 
property taxes without 
homestead exemption on that 
property. 
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Candace Martensen of Radiant (formerly SunState) Federal Credit Union is a Chiefland 
Rotary Club member who was among the many members of this club who showed up 
Wednesday. 
 
     With this meeting set to include two programs, Chiefland Rotary Club President Jeff Beauchamp 
said all fines due for that meeting as a result of previous absences, being late, cell phones going off 
and the like were forgiven. That makes a clean slate up to that point, however he did not mention 
whether members absent from that very meeting were pardoned from payment at the June 29 
meeting, which will be Beauchamp’s last meeting as club president. 
     Sean Smith, a local attorney and a winning baseball coach in the Dixie County High School 
program, is set to be the next president of this Rotary Club. 
     The members and guests present for the Chiefland Rotary Club on Wednesday afternoon (June 22) 
had the pleasure of learning about some successful local, young athletes, and in the second part of this 
double-header meeting, they heard from one of the four candidates seeking to be elected as the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit Court Judge Group 12. 
     After a presentation from Rob Alexander, a father and coach for one of the baseball players about 
whom he spoke, the Chiefland Rotary Club on Wednesday afternoon unanimously voted to donate 
$1,000 to the Chiefland Area Athletic Association’s 10 Years and Younger All-Star Baseball Team, 
which is going to compete for the state title. 
     This baseball team is the first CAAA players in that age range, Alexander said, that he can 
remember for all the years of the CAAA where they are going to the state level of competition. 
     The boys will be competing in the tournament of Cal Ripken Baseball in St. Augustine starting on 
July 6, and hopefully into that weekend. If the Chiefland team wins, they will go on to Southeastern 
United States Regional competition, and potentially then on to become the National Champions in the 
10 Years Old and Younger group of Cal Ripken Baseball. 
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    Calvin “Cal” Edwin Ripken Jr., nicknamed "The Iron Man," is an American former baseball 
shortstop and third baseman who played 21 seasons in Major League Baseball for the Baltimore 
Orioles. Ripken is now 61 years old. He retired from baseball in 2001. 
     As for the CAAA and these winning baseball players, Alexander told listeners that he helped coach 
this team this season. After the regular season, two teams in that age bracket were combined into one 
All-Star Team, Coach Alexander said. 
     At the Rotary Club meeting representing the team with Alexander were players Drew Drummond 
and Brice Clemons. Those boys are both good pitchers and second basemen, and one of the two 
players does well in outfield too, Alexander said. There are 11 members of this team going to compete 
for the state championship in the Cal Ripken League. 
     Alexander gave all the details of competing in games at the district level, eventually facing the 
Gainesville team and triumphing in that sporting event. These players made five trips, five days in a 
row, to Starke (Bradford County), Alexander said as he talked about the various games. 
    The players raised $1,000 this past weekend by having a carwash fundraiser. 
     The Rotarians’ $1,000 gift will help. How much will it cost to rent motel rooms, feed the players, 
buy gasoline and the like? It is a very expensive venture with preliminary estimates in excess of 
$10,000. 
     Alexander said the team will raise as much as it can, and the money will go as far as it can, and then 
the families are going to  
kick in to assure the children can all go play.  

 
Nathan Andrew Skop – Announced Candidate 

 
Paige Brookins, owner 
of The Gathering Table 
Restaurant and a 
member of the Levy 
County School Board, 
introduces Nathan Skop, 
one of four candidates 
running for election as a 
circuit court judge in the 
Eighth Judicial Circuit. 
Rotarians are tasked 
with bringing people to 
present programs. On 
this day, Brookins 
invited Skop to speak 
about his candidacy. 
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Nathan A. Skop (left) 
accepts an ink pen 
from Chiefland 
Rotary Club 
President Jeff 
Beauchamp. The club 
awards guest 
speakers with items 
such as pens, mugs 
and the like, as well 
as providing them 
with a lunch when it 
is a luncheon meeting 
such as this one. 
 
     Attorney Skop, a 
former Public Service 
Commission (PSC) 
member, is among the four candidates from whom the voters in the Eighth Judicial Circuit -- Alachua, 
Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties – will choose. 
     Joining Skop in that race are attorney Sean Brewer, who has served as an assistant state attorney in 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit and Alachua County's Felony Division Chief; attorney AuBroncee Starlin 
Martin, who has been a public defender for 24 years; and attorney Dan Weisman, a former prosecutor 
for the Attorney General's Office who now has a private practice in Gainesville that focuses on 
criminal and personal injury cases. 
     The seat on the bench these men are vying to fill is the one currently held by the honorable Eighth 
Judicial Circuit Court Judge Monica J. Brasington, who is not seeking reelection. 
     Skop told Rotarians that “after much prayer and encouragement I am humbly seeking election to 
be your next circuit court judge.” 
     Skop has been a member of the Florida Bar for more than 15 years. He is a Florida Supreme Court-
certified civil mediator and has served as a guardian ad litem, according to information he provided. 
     He has a Juris Doctorate from the University of Florida Fredric G. Levin College of Law as well as 
having earned a Bachelor of Science degree in aerospace engineering from the University of Florida. 
He also earned a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute.  
     He told the Rotarians that he is running for election as a judge to uphold the law and the United 
States Constitution. 
     The candidate said another reason he is running is from reading the Alachua Chronicle, a free 
news-site on the Web. 
     “Last Tuesday, we had another shooting in the city of Gainesville,” Skop told the Rotarians. “It’s 
become a shooting gallery. And that shooting was (by) a convicted felon in possession of a firearm. 
You may say, ‘OK. That’s right.’ 
     “The problem here was the same convicted felon that was in possession of a firearm that shot 
somebody on Tuesday," Skop continued, “was charged as a convicted felon in possession of a firearm 
in February. And those charges were dropped.” 
     Skop said the most recent shooting theoretically would not have happened if the first case went to 
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trial, the man was convicted, and was put in jail or prison for some period beyond last Tuesday. Skop 
did not say why the first case was not prosecuted. He did say the blame for this scenario is not from 
law enforcement officers or judges. 
     “It’s the state attorney,” Skop said. “You’ve got to ask yourself ‘Why?’ because, again, we live in a lot 
of zero tolerance on gun violence, and you have to ask yourself why violent felons are having charges 
dropped.” 
     Skop said this is not him saying that. It is what he reads in the Alachua Chronicle. 
     As he spoke to the Chiefland Rotarians, Skop was very critical of Eighth Judicial Circuit State 
Attorney Bryan Kramer’s choice to help the supervisors of elections in this circuit as a sort of 
clearinghouse to assist convicted felons to know what they must do to restore their right to vote. 
     To see the story and photos about State Attorney Kramer’s plan to help supervisors of elections in 
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties in this regard, click HERE. 
     Skop said he believes the Clerk of the Court is the person responsible to determine if a felon’s 
court-ordered restitution has been paid and if a convicted felon has met all obligations required 
before he or she can have the right to vote again. 
     Skop said he is not going to stand by and have State Attorney Kramer dictate to him who the next 
circuit court judge will be, as he intimated a preference by the state attorney for one of his former top 
assistant state attorneys. 
     As for his personal life, Skop said he came from humble beginnings. His father died when Skop was 
13 years old, he said, and he was raised by two World War II veterans who were both in the United 
States Marine Corps. 
     That man and woman who were his guardians also passed away, he said. 
     In 1985, Skop came to the University of Florida with $125 as all of the money in his pocket, while 
he tried to figure out how to complete college as the first person from his family who would do that, he 
said. 
     He said he values the United States Constitution and that this election of a circuit court judge is as 
important as the election of a governor because judges rule on cases involving The Second 
Amendment, property rights and more. 
     Skop also referred to his background in dealing in complex issues as an engineer and as a former 
member of the Florida PSC. He mentioned the civil circuit court matters that can include the 
equitable distribution of wealth in the dissolution of marriage, can be complex and how his 
background with an MBA better qualifies him than the other candidates in that realm. 
     As he was introduced, Brookins mentioned that Skop is a Republican; however, this race is non-
partisan.  
     When asked if he was married, Skop said he has a girlfriend. Part of the conversation by club 
members at the meeting then showed that none of the married men in the room owned three 
compound bows, like Skop said he owned, as he spoke about his love for hunting and outdoor sports. 
     One brave Rotarian jokingly ventured that if Skop does get married, the odds are that he will not 
have more than one compound bow. 
     Asked by a Rotarian about joining a particular non-profit group, Skop said he will join the local 
Ducks Unlimited club if he is elected and if he is invited to do so. 
     Attorney Larry B. “Snuffy” Smith said he would like to see a judge who can understand complex 
issues, referring back to Skop’s statements about being a circuit judge requiring an ability to rule on 
civil matters as well as criminal matters. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/5-18-22-state-attorney-starts-possible-statewide-program.pdf

