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Mayor grows beard to help animals 

 
Williston Mayor Charles Goodman shows members and guests at the 
Williston Rotary Club meeting on Tuesday afternoon (June 21) a pictorial 
review of progress at the animal shelter being built near the Williston 
Municipal Airport. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 22, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – Williston Mayor Charles Goodman announced Tuesday afternoon 
(June 21) that he has begun growing a six-month beard. 
     Williston Police Chief Mike Rolls first offered the mayor $100 to grow a full beard 
and maintain it for three months after that, the money would go to the non-profit group 
Williston Animal Shelter Inc., the mayor said. 
     Other interests learned about this modest proposal from the police chief, and they 
increase the ante to the point where as of June 21, it was $425, and the mayor agreed to 
grow it. 
     This plan sprouted on June 18, the mayor said, when he was at an event at a local 
park.  
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Williston Police Chief Mike Rolls tells the Williston City Council on Tuesday 
night (June 21) about the visit by him and the mayor to the Williston Rotary 
Club earlier that day. The chief said he introduced himself to the club.  
 
 

 

 

 
Here is what the mayor showed 
Rotarians. The mayor said his wife 
created this graphic 
representation for display. 
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This is a picture of the front of the animal shelter as seen at about 1:30 p.m. 
on June 21. 
 

 
This sign shows the hopeful promise of a place for possible future adoptions 
of cats and dogs in Williston, and that it is set to open this year -- 2022. 
 
     Chief Rolls was joined by Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall, Williston Airport 
Manager Benton “Ben” Stegall, and a Drummond Community Bank representative, 
Mayor Goodman said. The big donors put in $100 each and there was a $25 donor.  
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     Mayor Goodman said he did not want to grow a beard, however for the sake of the 
animals, he agreed. 
     “So when you see me scruffy, remember anything I can do to aid the plight of our 
abandoned friends, I am committed to do,” the mayor said. 
     During the regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Williston, the mayor showed 
a picture chart of progress of one part of the construction. Williston Rotary Club meets 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 247 N.E. First St., Williston, from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
     During the regular twice-monthly Williston City Council meeting, Williston City 
Council President Debra Jones asked about other people donating to the project. While 
the mayor already has committed to the beard project, the police chief responded that 
people can donate to the Williston Animal Shelter Inc. to help this ongoing project to aid 
animals in the city. 


