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Watermelons Sold 

 
(from left) Maurice Corbin, Emerson Morgan, 1, Bricen Clemons, 9, Melba 
Tillis and Cason Tillis, 7 months old, are seen at the watermelon and other 
vegetables stand on U.S. Alt. 27, two miles east of Levyville (Levy County 
Road 134). U.S. Alt. 27 is marked as a north-south road, but on that stretch, 
it goes west-east. Another way to think of this location is two miles south of 
Levyville heading toward Bronson from Chiefland.  
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     LEVY COUNTY – As has been a tradition for one Levy County journalist for several 
years, the annual visit to the watermelon stand (and other vegetables) on U.S. Alt. 27 – 
two miles east of Levyville proved to be a winner again.  
     Located in front of the farmhouse of Melba Tillis, this stand recently had a fine 
assortment of locally grown delicious vegetables at reasonable prices. 
     The big, seeded watermelons were priced $6 each. The slightly smaller seedless 
watermelons were $5. 
     The yellow watermelon was priced at $5 each. 
     Other vegetables and prices on this visit were cantaloupe $1 each; zucchini and yellow 
squash – three for $1; eggplants $1 each; green tomatoes 50-cents each; green peppers 
50-cents each; and cucumbers 50-cents each. 
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The yellow-
colored 
watermelon 
seen uncut and 
then cut above, 
tastes very 
similar to the 
red version. 
This particular 
melon seemed 
slightly less 
sweet and not 
as crunchy as 
the traditional 
type. It was 
very enjoyable -
- only in a 
slightly 
different way. 
Every 
watermelon - 
red, yellow or 
any other color 
- is a 
watermelon on 
its own. Given 
the results 
from years of 
research, 
among the 
places to find 
the best 
watermelons in 
the Tri-County 
Area is at this 
vegetable 
stand. 
 
     Not all vegetables are there all the time, because people buy them. 
     This year, Melba Tillis shared some history from the stand. 
     Her children first started selling watermelons there decades ago. Those children are 
Murray Tillis, Terry Tillis, Jackie (Tillis) Alexander, Gail (Tillis) Frazier, Marilyn (Tillis) 
Perkins and the late Drucilla “Drew” (Tillis) Clemons, who was married to the late 
Ronnie Clemons. 
     This was the ninth year for Maurice Corbin to be manning the stand. Bricen Clemons, 
9, has been selling watermelons there for the better part of most of his summers. His 
great-grandmother Melba Tillis said she is very pleased with his work. 
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     Meanwhile, as serendipity and some informal planning would have it, a couple of the 
youngest members of the potential future watermelon-selling crew dropped by. 
     Emerson Morgan, 1, the daughter of Kelsi and Michael Morgan visited the stand. 
Kelsi is the daughter of Jackie (Tillis) Alexander and Rob Alexander. Also happening by 
and providing a photo opportunity was 7-month-old Cason Tillis, the son of Jason Tillis 
and Heather Tillis. 
     So, once again, it’s watermelon harvesting time in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie 
and Gilchrist counties. This famous stand in Levy County started its service to the public 
recently again this year. 
      This stand is renowned for high quality watermelons and cantaloupes year after 
year.  
     Sweet corn and Jalapeno peppers may show up for sale there, as they have in some 
years past. As noted, some vegetables sell out before a consumer reaches the stand to 
buy them. The best way to find out is to visit and check it out. 
     To see the 2021 coverage of the watermelon stand visit, click HERE.  

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/6-12-21-watermelons-sold.pdf

