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Dixie County commissioner to plead for 
mercy for convicted county attorney 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 17, 2022 at 6:12 a.m. 
     OLD TOWN – Dixie County Commissioner Mark Hatch last night (Thursday, June 
16) received a 4-0 vote of approval to travel to Jacksonville this morning (Friday, June 
17) to plead with the United States Middle District (federal) Court for some leniency for 
the Dixie County Attorney, so that the county attorney can tend to some government 
legal issues in Dixie County.     Dixie County Commissioner Jody Stephenson made the 
motion, which was seconded by Dixie County Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills to 
allow Commissioner Hatch to ask the court for some time before the county attorney is 
put in federal prison. 
     County Commission Chairman Jamie Story voted in favor of the motion as did 
Commissioner Hatch, who had made the request of his colleagues to go to Jacksonville. 
Dixie County Commissioner James Valentine was absent for about 90 percent of the 
meeting that night, coming in near the end of the meeting. 
     Hatch told the other three members of the County Commission present during that 
part of the meeting last night that he had received a call from Dixie County Attorney M. 
Michael O’Steen asking for a representative of the County Commission to present to the 
federal court a plea for O’Steen to have some time to get his legal work in order for a 
smoother transition to the time when another attorney will be named as the interim 
attorney to represent matters on behalf of the Dixie County Board of County 
Commissioners  
     Dixie County Attorney O’Steen has continued to represent the Dixie County Board of 
County Commissioners while he was free on bail after being indicted about a year and a 
half ago for some federal criminal offenses. The County Commission apparently took no 
prior action to prepare for the potential conviction of O’Steen on federal felony charges. 
     On Wednesday, a jury decided the federal government proved beyond and to the 
exclusion of reasonable doubt that O’Steen was guilty of one federal felony and one 
federal misdemeanor, according to court records. (Please see related story below, 
published yesterday). 
     Taylor County Attorney Conrad C. Bishop Jr. sat as the substitute county attorney for 
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one night Thursday night in the County Commission held in Old Town, according to 
what he said at that meeting. Bishop intimated during the regular twice-monthly 
meeting of the Dixie County Commission the Florida Bar generally suspends or even 
permanently revokes the right of a Florida attorney to practice law relatively soon after 
that attorney is convicted of a felony. 
     Bishop said he was called at the last minute to assist the Dixie County Commission 
Thursday evening, because most involved in observing the federal criminal trial of 
O’Steen presumed the trial, including the time the jury would deliberate, would last 
through today (Friday, June 17). 
     Attorney Chana M. Watson of Cross City is the heir apparent to take the post that 
O’Steen probably must surrender if the Florida Bar takes away his ability to practice law 
in Florida. She was present for part of the meeting Thursday. 
     It can be one to three months before a federal judge sentences O’Steen after the jury 
ruled he is guilty of interference with commerce by extortion, and as a subset -- guilty of 
both extortion and extortion under color of official right; as well as being guilty of failure 
to file Form 8300 as required by law. (The law requires that trades and businesses 
report cash payments of more than $10,000 to the federal government by filing 
IRS/FinCEN Form 8300.) 
     During his request for approval from the other commissioners for him to go to 
Jacksonville as the representative of the County Commission, Commissioner Hatch said 
he felt that O’Steen had done an excellent job representing the county during the 
previous five years. 
     For more coverage of the complete meeting of the Dixie County Commission from 
Thursday night (June 16), including a follow-up of whether the clock in the Dixie County 
School Board’s meeting room in Old Town had batteries added, as long as two weeks 
after that shortcoming was first published in HardisonInk.com, please continue 
checking the daily news website. 
    Click HERE to receive alerts of new stories published on the award-winning daily news 
website. 
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