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for Internet service improvement 

 
This map from the March of 
2021 survey, shows Lafayette 
County as the only one of 
Florida’s 67 counties where no 
person noted they lived as they 
answered questions about the 
Availability and Accessibility of 
Broadband Internet in Florida. 
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     TALLAHASSEE – A request 
from HardisonInk.com for more 
information about the effort to 
improve Internet service in Florida, 
and if fiberoptic cable was the lone 
method for “broadband,” resulted in 
Leigh McGowan, the press secretary 
for the Office of Communications 
and External Affairs in the Florida 
Department of Economic 
Opportunity (DEO), 
providing information to help the public better understand the state government's role in this 
endeavor.

 
Additionally, the DEO is in the final stages of developing Florida’s Strategic Plan for 
Broadband to increase and improve the availability of, access to, and use of broadband 
Internet service in the state. The Strategic Plan is due to the Governor and the Florida 
Legislature on June 30, 2022. 
     -- Leigh McGowan, the press secretary for the Office of Communications and 
External Affairs in the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

 
 
      A June 2 request to DEO Office of Broadband Director Katie Smith brought the June 15 response 
from the press secretary who provided answers to many questions as well as offering resources for use 
by the general public. 
     The DEO partners with federal, state, local and private organizations and businesses to gain 
insights and opportunities for expansion of current and future broadband services for Florida 
residents, specifically in small and rural communities, McGowan noted. 
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     According to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), broadband can be provided over 
different platforms, including digital subscriber line (DSL), cable modem, fiber (fiberoptic lines), 
wireless and satellite. Additional information on broadband is available on the FCC website. 
     That FCC website can be visited by clicking HERE. 
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/getting-broadband-qa 
     The DEO is implementing several initiatives, including the facilitation of Local Technology 
Planning Teams and the development of Florida’s Broadband Availability Map, to identify existing 
needs and bring Florida’s communities up to speed, McGowan said. 
     The Levy County Local Technology Planning Team has met three times so far. Every county in 
Florida has an LTPT, and the urban counties have shown more progress in moving more quickly 
toward obtaining grants and forming plans to overcome Internet service shortfalls in those parts of 
Florida, according to information shared during a discussion at the Levy County LTPT meeting on 
June 2 in Bronson. 
     The Florida Legislature directed the DEO to build and facilitate Local Technology Planning Teams, 
McGowan said, representing the many economic sectors in Florida communities, as part of the state’s 
efforts to further involve communities in the state’s broadband planning process, McGowan said.  
     Local Technology Planning Teams, along with the DEO, work on county or regional levels to gain 
insight on their current broadband availability, locate unserved and underserved businesses and 
residents, identify assets relevant to broadband deployment, build partnerships with broadband 
service providers, and identify opportunities to leverage assets and reduce barriers to the deployment 
of broadband internet services in their communities, McGowan said. 
     More information about the resources that the DEO has made available to Local Technology 
Planning Teams across the state can be seen by clicking HERE. 
      The DEO has developed Florida’s Broadband Availability Map to identify a location’s speed, 
connectivity, and access to broadband services, McGowan said. 
     This map is further developed through the state’s one-minute, anonymous Internet Speed Test, 
which helps to better identify unserved and underserved areas of the state. Results from the speed test 
populate the map in real time, and can assist local communities and internet service providers with 
broadband planning efforts, McGowan said. 
     Additionally, the DEO is in the final stages of developing Florida’s Strategic Plan for Broadband to 
increase and improve the availability of, access to, and use of broadband Internet service in the state. 
The Strategic Plan is due to the Governor and the Florida Legislature on June 30, 2022, McGowan 
said. 
     Previously, McGowan said, the DEO conducted a survey on the Availability and Accessibility of 
Broadband Internet in Florida. The results of that survey can be found by clicking HERE. 
     Those results from March of 2021 show Lafayette County was the only one of 67 Florida counties 
with zero responses. From the Tri-County Area, Dixie County had more responses than Levy County 
and Levy County had more responses than Gilchrist County. 
     To view DEO’s Broadband Availability Map, Take the Speed Test, or to stay up to date on new 
information regarding the Office of Broadband, click HERE. 
     To see the June 2 story in HardisonInk.com and to see photos about that third 
meeting of the Levy County Local Technology Planning Team click HERE. 

https://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/broadband/office-of-broadband/ltpt
http://floridajobs.org/docs/default-source/2015-community-development/ocp/broadbandsurveyresultsfinal.pdf?sfvrsn=41a74cb0_0
https://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/broadband/office-of-broadband
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/6-2-22-levy-county-ltpt-may-recommend-endorsing-cfec-efforts-for-better-internet-service-via-fiberoptics.pdf

