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Fisherman cited, fish released 

 

These pictures are 

part of the public 

record provided. 

They show the two 

undersize redfish 

that were returned to 

the water, as noted 

in the report by the 

FWC officer. The ink 

pen on the right side 

of the pictures shows 

where the back part 

of the tail fin of the 

redfish should touch. 
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     TALLAHASSEE 

– As best as can be 

determined from 

research of Florida law 

regarding open public 

records, the Florida Fish 

and Wildlife 

Conservation 

Commission’s (FWC) 

Division of Law 

Enforcement may be 

relatively lax in 

complying with that law. 

     One request for 

public records related to 

an arrest for boating 

while under the 

influence of alcohol or 

other drugs was 
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provided within five days after the June 2 request, but another request took almost two weeks. 

     The June 2 request for that set of records and one other set of records resulted after the FWC 

Law Enforcement Weekly Report of April 29, 2022, through May 5, 2022, had been sent via 

email June 2 to all recipients of those reports. 

     In a June 15 email, information about an April 30 citation was provided to HardisonInk.com, 

after the June 2 request for public records. 

     Following is a relatively brief review of the applicable law regarding the release of public 

records. Then, there is the story that would have been published about two weeks ago, had the 

information been provided then. 

     The information about the public records law noted in this story is included in the 2022 

Government-In-The-Sunshine Manual, and while there are no quote marks, the text in that 

regard is heavily word-for-word. 

 

Duty to acknowledge requests promptly  

     The custodian of public records or his or her designee is required to acknowledge requests to 

inspect or copy records promptly and to respond to such requests in good faith. 

(Acknowledgement of receipt of the two requests for records in this instance was very prompt.) 

Automatic delay impermissible  

     A policy which provides for an automatic delay in the production of public records is 

impermissible. For instance, a city may not delay public access to board meeting minutes until 

after the city commission has approved the minutes. (This delay was reported due to a review 

process of records by the FWC.) 

Unjustified delay  

     The Public Records Act does not contain a specific time limit (such as 24 hours or 10 days) for 

compliance with public records requests. However, “delay in making public records available is 

permissible under very limited circumstances.”  

     Otherwise, the only delay in producing records permitted under Chapter 119 of Florida 

Statutes, “is the limited reasonable time allowed the custodian to retrieve the record and delete 

those portions of the record the custodian asserts are exempt.”  

     Thus, an agency’s unjustified delay in producing public records constitutes an unlawful 

refusal to provide access to public records. 

     Unlawful refusal under Florida Statute’s section 119.12 includes not only affirmative refusal to 

produce records, but also unjustified delay in producing them. 

 

     The public records request by HardisonInk.com on June 2 and designated as “W155372-

060222,” was answered within five days more or less. That record showed a 19-year-old Levy 

County man charged with BUI/DUI (operating a boat while his ability to do so safely was seen 

by law enforcement as having been impaired to the level to cause danger). That boat operator 

was also given a written warning about possession of alcoholic beverages by a person younger 

than 21 years old. 

     In regard to public records request by HardisonInk.com on June 2 and designated as 

“W155371-060222” is like the other request. Both public records requests resulted from a review 

of monthly FWC law enforcement action in Florida for April. That report is known as FWC Law 

Enforcement Weekly Report of April 29, 2022 through May 5, 2022. 

     The notation provided via email to recipients of that June 2 information from the FWC 

showed the following: 

     “Officer Bell and Lieutenant Johnston were on water patrol when they conducted a safety and 
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resource inspection on a vessel with four occupants actively fishing. The captain was in 

possession of two undersize red drum, one undersized mangrove snapper and was missing some 

of the required safety gear. The captain stated that he knew better, and he shouldn’t have kept 

the fish, but they were planning to have a fish fry that night. All the undersize fish were returned 

to the water and the appropriate citations and warnings were issued.” 

     The public records from that June 2 request showed the information, when that request was 

fulfilled June 15 via email, and below is the story that could have been published earlier had the 

FWC not delayed the release of information for about two weeks, although it must take two 

weeks for this state agency to review records to the extent it needs for whatever purpose it 

deems is proper. 

Fisherman cited, fish released 

     On April 30, according to records, Jimmie Wayland Lamb, 46, of Sparks, Georgia, was cited 

for the misdemeanor of violation of Florida Administrative Code pertaining to red drum 

(redfish) - size limits. 

     That law shows “No person shall harvest or unnecessarily destroy, any redfish of total length 

less than 18 inches, nor greater than 27 inches.” 

     Lamb was operating a 1997 Century open motorboat on that date, in Dan Mae Creek (Levy 

County), according to records in the report by FWC Officer Corrie Bell. 

     FWC Officer Bell and FWC Lt. Robert Johnston were conducting water patrol in the coastal 

area of Levy County, on April 30, at approximately 4:30 p.m. between Dan Mae Creek and 

Bennet’s Creek, Bell noted.  

     They saw a green vessel with a Georgia boat registration number with four people on board 

actively fishing, according to records. 

     As noted, Lamb was the vessel operator. 

     “As we approached the vessel to conduct a vessel safety/resource inspection, the captain 

stated that there were some short fish on board,” Bell noted in his report. “I asked Mr. Lamb 

what fish he had on board, and he said that he had some redfish (red drum). While inspecting 

the fish box, Lt. Johnston found the following violations: 

     • One 13-inch Red Drum 

     • One 17-inch Red Drum 

     • One 9-inch Mangrove Snapper” 

     The report further noted that Lamb said he knew the fish were short and the fishermen 

aboard the boat were planning to have a fish fry that night. The suspected law violator, said that 

he knew better, Officer Bell reported, and he shouldn’t have kept them. 

     Records show that a vessel safety inspection revealed the following safety violations were 

found: 

     • No fire extinguisher 

     • No type 4 PFD on board 

     • No certificate of registration on board 

     Officer Bell cited Lamb for one count of the undersize redfish, but not for the mangrove 

snapper, according to records. 

     Officer Bell issued Lamb a uniform boating citation for not having a type 4 flotation device on 

board, according to records.  

     Lamb received written warnings from Officer Bell, including for the other violations to 

include the undersize mangrove snapper, according to records. 

     Photographs of the undersize fish were taken, and the fish were returned to the water. No 

further law enforcement action was taken at this time, according to records. 


