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Publisher starts process for candidate questions 

10 weeks remain before vote decides 
final outcome in many races 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 14, 2022 at 12:12 p.m. 
     JEMLANDS – HardisonInk.com publisher and sole proprietor Jeff M. Hardison has started the 
process to seek answers from candidates in races for Florida House of Representatives and Florida 
Senate for residents of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County; Eighth Judicial Circuit and 
Third Judicial Circuit candidates; Levy County Property Appraiser; and County Commissions and 
School Boards for Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     “Most people don’t care how the sausage is made,” Hardison said. “They just want to cook it and 
enjoy it with breakfast or some other meal. However, I am providing this story, right here and now, 
for some candidates to notice, as well as to help people have an idea of what is planned for publication 
relatively soon” 
     The publisher said the deaths of Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner and Levy County 
Property Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker, and the governor’s choice not to replace them, caused a 
couple of short-term races to be opened and then decided on Aug. 23. 
     Added to that, the choice of the honorable Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Monica J. 
Brasington to not seek reelection has brought another race into the field to be decided Aug. 23. This is 
a unique race, because very often circuit court judges are relatively easily reelected, he said. 
     “The single most important thing I want potential voters to see in this story,” the multiple award-
winning journalist said, “is that the deadline to register or change party affiliation for the Aug. 23 
primary election is July 25. The second most important message is that the Aug. 23 election will be 
the only election to choose which person is elected in several races not matter what political party you 
are registered as.” 
     The 66-year-old Florida native said the first obstacle he faced was finding an email address for 
every candidate. 
     “My guess is that Brandon Peters and Chuck Clemons,” Hardison said, “are the probable Democrat 
and Republican candidates respectively who will win the primary election on Aug. 23 for Florida 
House of Representatives District 22. They both responded to an email request I sent to various email 
addresses to find the best one to send them questions. 
     “Both of those candidates personally responded within hours of me sending an email last night,” 
the University of Florida, College of Journalism and Communications graduate said. “Eva Olysha 
Magruder (D-Gainesville), another candidate in this race, indirectly sent me the correct email after I 
filled out a form on her political campaign website. Tayari Amie Appiah (R-Bronson) has not 
contacted me although I filled out a questionnaire on his website the same night I sought information 
from Peters, Clemons and Magruder. I also hand-delivered my business card to Appiah’s wife at the 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival and asked her to request her husband to send me an email to contact 
him. 
     “I am not going to detail other obstacles I am overcoming to communicate with these and other 
candidates,” the writer continued. “Elections are not decided by a candidate’s ability to communicate 
with his or her constituents. I really can never call an election. I may be betting on a Clemons-Peters 
faceoff in November, but it could be a Magruder-Appiah contest, or the other varieties of those 
candidates’ winning in August, which will lead to the choices in November.” 

QUALIFYING 
     All four candidates for Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge, Group 12 position have qualified, as of 
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a review of state records on Monday night (June 13). 
     Appiah, Clemons, Magruder and Peters were listed as “active” last night, which is the listing before 
being listed as “qualified.” 
     Qualifying for county and state races is set for yesterday (Monday, June 13) at noon until Friday 
(June 17) at noon. 

PLAN FOR COVERAGE 
     As for planned preliminary coverage of the races via HardisonInk.com, each candidate in each race 
will be sent questions from the journalist in an email. A deadline will be provided to the candidates to 
reply. Candidates will reply or just be noted as “non-responsive” if they fail to meet the deadline. 
     The journalist said he plans to have the answers from the candidates published in time for the 
people who practice early voting to have that information to consider before they cast their votes. 
     “If a candidate waits to read what another candidate writes, and then apologizes for not meeting a 
deadline and sends his or her answers, then his or her answers will not overcome the non-responsive 
tag they earned earlier,” Hardison said. “Some voters will have made up their minds even before 
seeing word one from a candidate. I’m just going to do what I can to help the people who are 
responsible enough to have registered and then to actually vote. I know I am writing for a minority of 
the population. I am an American journalist. This is something I believe is the best thing to do.” 
     The publisher said he is not going to attempt to interview candidates for the United States House of 
Representatives, the United States Senate, governor or other offices before the primaries, due to the 
volume of candidates in those races. 
     After the primaries, those candidates may see an email from the publisher to help readers see how 
they respond to questions. 
     “I have interviewed many high-ranking candidates before,” Hardison said, “including Jeb Bush, 
Bob Martinez, Kenneth Hood "Buddy" MacKay Jr. and others as they ran for election or reelection. I 
interviewed Adam Putnam when he first ran for Florida Commissioner of Agriculture, and I have 
interviewed other city, county, judicial circuit, state and federal candidates and officeholders. 
    “There is no way for me to predict what I will be able to do to help voters after the Aug. 23 choices; 
so, the best method I can give to readers, viewers and listeners (yes, the videos have audio 
on HardisonInk.com) is to just keep watching this 12-year-old daily news website, which does not 
charge a subscription fee,” he added. 


