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NCBDC slates Alabama trip, approves shirt 

purchases 
NCBDC director seeks clarity for job 
Adding counties to Levy County’s economic development 

group put on hold 

 
Members of the Nature Coast Business Development Council photographed Thursday (June 9) are (from 

left) NCBDC Treasurer Bob Krefting of Central Florida Electric Cooperative; Phil Geist of the Small 

Business Development Center; NCBDC Secretary Joyce Wilson of the Unity Family Community Center; 

Greg Galpin of the Weyerhaeuser Co.; Daniel Vaudreuil of ANCORP; NCBDC Executive Director Scott 

Osteen; NCBDC Vice Chair George Buckner III of Apposity LLC and of Central Florida Electric 

Cooperative; Denny George, general manager of Central Florida Electric Cooperative; and Holly 

McGlashan, provost at the Jack Wilkinson (Levy County) Campus of the College of Central Florida. 

Absent members of the NCBC Board of Directors from the June 9 meeting were Cathy Galica from 

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion; Mary Swoope of Duke Energy Florida; Dr. Richard Streeter of the 

Withlacoochee Gulf Area (Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce; and Levy County Superintendent 

of Schools Chris Cowart. The next meeting of the NCBDC is set for July 21 at 3 p.m. in the College of 

Central Florida Jack Wilkinson, (Levy County) Campus. 
 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 12, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. 

     LEVY COUNTY – The Nature Coast Business Development Council, as of information shared Thursday 

afternoon (June 9), shows the group taking action. 

     Guided by its relatively recently appointed executive director, the NCBDC members present for the June 9 

meeting decided to budget for shirts, magnetic nametags and a magnetic sign for a vehicle. 

     The group is moving forward with a planned trip by NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen to Thomasville, 

Alabama, on July 12, 13 and 14. 

     And the group learned from Osteen of a possible letter of agreement, or contract, with North Florida 

Economic Development Partnership (NFEDP) on a “project.” As part of the NFEDP “project,” though, that will 

not include the proposal for inclusion of Dixie County and/or Gilchrist County into Levy County’s NCBDC, 

which is Levy County’s economic development organization. 

     Below is some history, planned promotional purchases, an Alabama field trip, Tri-County EDO put on hold, 

and NCBDC staff member wants job clarity. 

Some History 

     The Levy County Development Authority was created in 1985 through a resolution by the Levy County Board 
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of County Commissioners. 

     Neal Benson was its first paid executive director, hired on a part-time basis in 1988. He was succeeded two 

years later by Debbie Beauchamp, who was succeeded by George Sandora in 1990. Sandora served for seven 

years. 

     The Levy County Economic Development Council (EDC) was incorporated in 1990 "to promote orderly and 

beneficial economic growth and to provide input and lend support to any function or project of the Levy County 

Development Authority (LCDA)."  

     In May of 2001, the County Commission created the Nature Coast Business Development Council Inc. 

(NCBDC), by combining the EDC and LCDA into one organization. 

     There were a number of those paid executive directors, after Benson, Beauchamp and Sandora, including the 

most recent NCBDC Executive Director David Pieklik. 

     Pieklik served from November of 2011 until he accepted a job in Citrus County in January of 2021. 

     Scott Osteen was appointed as the new executive director after about a year of the group being without an 

executive director.  

Planned Promotional Purchases 

     The NCBDC Board of Directors approved Osteen’s request to have shirts with NCBDC logos on them for 

himself and for the volunteer directors, magnetic name tags for himself and directors and a magnetic sign to 

put on the car the county leases for Osteen. 

     These items not only help promote the Levy County economic development group, but they give some level 

of recognition for the NCBDC to people who see the logo and name. 

An Alabama Field Trip 

     The monthly meeting on June 9 of the NCBDC showed it approving travel to Alabama to see a small town 

where economic development has grown. 

     On July 12, a group of people will be going to Thomasville, Alabama, where Mayor Sheldon Day has 

experienced success in attracting business interests that fit into a rural community. 

     From the NCBDC, Osteen is going as is NCBDC Treasurer Bob Krefting. From Gilchrist County, that County 

Commission has approved Gilchrist County Tourist Development Executive Director Donna Creamer, County 

Administrator Bobby Crosby and County Commission Vice Chairman Darrell Smith to go on the trip. 

     Osteen intimated that Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon and some others from that county government 

will go, too, as well as Carol West of the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 

     Everyone will travel to Alabama on July 12. On July 13, they will tour Thomasville, and return to their home 

counties on July 14. 

     Given the date of the trip, the next regular monthly meeting of the NCBDC was changed from July 14 to July 

21. That meeting is scheduled to start at 3 p.m. in a conference room at the College of Central Florida Jack 

Wilkinson (Levy County) Campus. 

Tri-County EDO put on hold 

     The group discussed a first draft of a possible contract (letter of agreement) between the NCBDC and the 

North Florida Economic Development Partnership (NFEDP). Some of the verbiage is too vague right now to 

suit at least one of the directors, and everyone present on June 9 concurred. 

     That current letter shows the “project” will cost NCBDC $15,000.  

     The draft shown at the NCBDC meeting June 9 showed the NFEDP with assistance from the NCBDC will 

create the NCBDC Economic Development Steering Committee. This committee, which will be a subset of the 

NCBDC, will work with the NFEDP “and other designated staff to guide a comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategic Planning Process/Project for the NCBDC.” This is what is labeled as “Project” in the 

first version of the letter of agreement. 

     Among the other parts of the work the NFEDP will do for the $15,000 from the NCBDC, currently in the 

version of the letter of agreement now proposed, are to: 

     • Conduct an inventory of economic development assets in Levy County, such as property, 

buildings, available workforce talent and the like. 
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     • Develop a list of targeted industries based on the available assets noted as existing. 

     • Facilitate discussion and identify options for recruitment of economic development to Levy 

County. 

     • Complete a final report from the NFEDP to the NCBDC with recommendations regarding 

the “Project” results and the next steps. 

     Osteen will continue to work on fine tuning the letter of agreement, which may include the NFEDP working 

on an employee handbook for the NCBDC, as well as putting down duties of the director and the revised bylaws 

for the group. 

     There was some discussion about Levy County Attorney Nicolle M. Shalley reviewing the final draft of this 

potential letter of agreement, or contract, between the NCBDC and the NFEDC for this first “project.” 

     Osteen seemed unsure to what extent the Levy County Board of County Commissioners’ attorney can put her 

resources to use for the NCBDC. Attorney Brandon Peters, who was the only non-NCBDC Board member, other 

than the press present at the June 9 meeting, said if the NCBDC needs an attorney to review a final draft of a 

letter of agreement, he is able to perform that action. 

NCBDC Staff Member Wants Job Clarity 

     As far as general direction of the NCBDC, an idea to incorporate Dixie County and Gilchrist County into the 

Levy County organization has been put on the back burner, Osteen mentioned in passing as he spoke about the 

NFEDP’s possible “project.” 

     While representatives from the other two counties are going on a tour of a town in Alabama to help them 

learn about tips for economic development, the link of the three counties via one economic development 

organization is not going to be made for a while. 

     Osteen said he wants first to better clarify his duties and other aspects of the NCBDC, before expanding it by 

adding one or two more counties. 

     As it stands, Osteen is the first NCBDC executive director to enjoy benefits, thanks to an agreement between 

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion and the Levy County Commission. 

     The new NCBDC executive director wants the NFEDP’s project to include improved bylaws for the 

foundation of the NCBDC to stand on. At the least, this will provide its only paid staff member with more 

understanding regarding his or her duties. 

     The method for hiring the NCBDC executive director is not addressed in the current NCBDC bylaws, Osteen 

said. 

     “How am I fired? What is my job description? What am I actually supposed to be doing with my job?” 

Osteen asked, noting those questions are not answerable via the current NCBDC bylaws. 

     “It is very concerning for me,” Osteen said, “and it should be for anybody that takes a job, to not know how 

you’re graded on your job.” 

     Osteen mentioned that there is no protection for the executive director of the NCBDC to think he or she will 

keep his or her post. However, in Florida, with it being a “right to work” state, most workers have little or no 

job security. Florida is anti-union. 

     He added the NCBDC is not protected against an executive director, either, from a person not doing what is 

best for economic development in Levy County, despite him or her being paid with a salary and benefits. 

     When Buckner mentioned Osteen’s partial payment via the CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion providing 

benefits, Osteen said this is an interesting situation as well, because there is no guarantee that benefits 

coverage will last more than the current state fiscal year or the county’s fiscal year. 

     Progress on this letter of agreement between the NCBDC and the NFEDP may be among the matters that 

may be on the agenda for the NCBDC meeting set for July 21. 

Other News 

     In other news from NCBDC meeting, Denny George, general manager of Central Florida Electric 

Cooperative, clarified information from a recent meeting with a county ad hoc group interested in improving 

Internet service in Levy County. 

     George said the CFEC Board of Trustees are meeting June 28. They will either vote to move forward with the 
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current research project related to CFEC providing Internet services via fiberoptic lines, or the trustees will 

vote to stop the CFEC research into that, or the trustees will seek more information before ruling one way or 

another. 

     Meanwhile, Elon Musk continues having successful rocket launches and placement of satellites to create 

another Internet service provider to rural areas and urban areas where that service is needed. 

     As for the NCBDC’s presence on the Internet. Scott DeBerry created a website for the group. 

     As for Osteen having an office, he continues working out of his home and uses a car the county has leased for 

him. 

     The directors talked about fundraising methods for the NCBDC. One idea was to sell ads to border a paper 

map with graphics on it, like the one used by the Levy County Tourist Development Council (TDC), which does 

not have ads. Those current TDC maps are used as placemats at restaurants as well as given away as souvenirs. 

     The NCBDC directors spoke about having Levy County business owners buy sponsorships for the 

organization. When the question of “return on investment” to the business interests who would be sponsoring 

the NCBDC was brought up, there was no clear answer. 

     Another obstacle as the NCBDC considers various fundraisers is that there are at least five Chambers of 

Commerce in Levy County, and they all tap business interests for donations; and then there are the 

schoolchildren who sell things because the public school system is underfunded; and then there is the fact that 

Levy County is economically disadvantaged. 

     In regard to another possible revenue source, NCBDC Executive Director Osteen said he has been speaking 

with Ovid Solutions, a Wakulla-based company, regarding a deal for it to serve as a grant-writing entity for 

NCBDC. 

     Meanwhile, the NCBDC is not showing how it specifically is attracting new business or helping existing 

business in Levy County. Perhaps, when there is a set of measurable objectives given to Osteen, he can show 

how he meets them. 

     For now, Osteen continues touring the county and learning about economic development, and he will soon 

tour a small town in Alabama to see how that town attracted business interests. 


