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     OCALA -- The College of Central Florida will move forward with plans for a new nursing 

education center, thanks to support from the Florida Legislature and Gov. Ron DeSantis. 

     The $109.9 billion Florida state budget approved on June 2 includes $13.65 million for a 

Health Science Technology Education Center at the Ocala Campus in addition to other support 

for the college. 

     The project also has been awarded additional funding by the Marion County Board of County 

Commissioners and the Marion County Hospital District. 

     The new Health Science Education Center is planned to provide modern classroom and labs 

for the associate degree in nursing program to allow the program to expand to meet workforce 

needs. 

     Site work and infrastructure are in place, and building construction is scheduled to begin in 

mid-2023 with anticipated completion for use in the fall of 2024. 

     Additional funding will support operational expenses for new health science programs slated 

to begin in 2023, new positions to support critical needs within the college, and maintenance 

repair and renovations projects which will provide for ensuring health safety and ADA 

compliance. 

     In addition to this funding from the state, the CF Foundation received $150,000 to support 

educational outreach at the Appleton Museum. 

     “We appreciate the support of the Legislature, Gov. Ron DeSantis, and the Department of 

Education in providing funding that will support our students and community,” said Dr. Jim 

Henningsen, CF president. “We have been recognized and rewarded for leveraging resources 

from our partners and reallocating our existing resources to modernize and expand critically 

needed workforce programs. Our collaborations are ensuring win-win-win solutions for our 

students, team, business partners and community.” 


