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Commander John Caddigan honored by 
United States Coast Guard 

 
John Caddigan, 
commander for the 
United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
Division 15, Station 
Yankeetown, Sector St. 
Petersburg, is seen 
holding his most 
recently presented 
awards, The Auxiliarist 
of the Quarter, 
Outstanding Auxiliarist 
Plaque and a challenge 
coin from Station 
Yankeetown and a 
challenge coin from 
Sector St Petersburg. 
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June 10, 2022 at 4:12 
p.m. 
     ST. PETERSBURG 
– The United States Coast 
Guard honored the 
commander for USCG 
Auxiliary Division 15, 
Station Yankeetown, Sector 
St. Petersburg recently. 
     United States Coast Guard Capt. M.A. Thompson, the USCG commander of Sector St. 
Petersburg, noted that Commander John Caddigan was selected as Sector St. 
Petersburg's Auxiliarist of the Quarter (AOQ) for the first quarter, Fiscal Year 2022, in a 
letter dated Jan. 25, 2022. 
     “I note with pride and am pleased to announce your selection as Sector St. 
Petersburg's Auxiliarist of the Quarter (AOQ) for the first quarter, Fiscal Year 2022,” 
Capt. Thompson wrote to Cmdr. Caddigan. 
     Capt. Thompson noted that during the previous three months, Caddigan had 
“consistently demonstrated your incredible and steadfast subject matter expertise and 
dedication to Division 15, Station Yankeetown and Sector St. Petersburg. Your efficiency 
in boating safety education and willingness to train and assist others has been a fixed 
point around which the Auxiliary has operated as we continue to serve the American 
public. 
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     “Your efforts in disseminating the boating safety message were evident through 17 
press releases and social media posts,” the captain continued, “the distribution of over 
1,200 boating safety books and brochures, and over 30 advertisement signs around 
town, including an electric roadway sign displaying ‘Life Jackets Saves Lives. Wear It!’ 
This was instrumental in ensuring local mariners remained safe on the water.” 
     Caddigan’s dedication and judgment were demonstrated through his involvement in 
community outreach, too, Capt. Thompson noted. 
     “During the quarter you conducted nearly 100 vessel safety checks, 34 of which were 
performed in the Cedar Key area,” Thompson wrote. “In addition, you presented a safe 
boating course to Cedar Key High School students participating in the University of 
Florida's SALT program, a two-year certification program focused on preparing students 
to enter the clamming industry.” 
     Caddigan’s ability to work around obstacles was noted in the document showing why 
the commander earned the recognition. 
     “Facing COVID-I9 restrictions,” Capt. Thompson wrote, “that kept you from 
presenting to the students in the physical classroom, you quickly adapted to using 
virtual presentations to ensure students met their training requirements and were well 
educated on safe boating practices.” 
     Capt. Thompson, the United States Coat Guard commander of Sector St. Petersburg, 
thanked USCG Auxiliary Cmdr. Caddigan for all that Caddigan does for the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and for Sector St. Petersburg.  
     “Your significant contributions towards the safety of life at sea, to your shipmates at 
Station Yankeetown, and the boating public are well beyond our expectations. Your 
commitment to Team St Pete serves as an inspiration to us all,” Capt. Thompson noted 
in conclusion of his letter noting the award. 
 


