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Veterans honor the fallen 
on Memorial Day in Cedar Key 

 
A Lockheed C-130 Hercules flown by a pilot with the United States Coast 
Guard Air Station Clearwater (Pinellas County) provides a flyover for the 
service on Cedar Key. 
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     CEDAR KEY -- A group of local veterans held a presentation of Remembrance on 
Memorial Day to honor fallen soldiers. 
     The event took place at the Cedar Key Cemetery on memorial Day 2022 -- May 30. 
The program began at 11 a.m. 
     The organizers were Kenny Martin, United States Navy (retired), Ralph Alfonso III, 
United States Army (retired), Jennifer Alfonso, United States Army, Tabitha Lauer, 
United States Army, Jonathan Brooks, United States, Stephanie May, United States 
Marine Corps and United States Air Force, John Caddigan, United States Navy 
(veteran), Michael Bobbit, United States Navy, and Matt Garbett, United States Marine 
Corps.  
     The morning started off with an introduction and welcome of the host. This was 
followed by everyone singing the Star-Spangled Banner and a moment of silence. 
     The National Moment of Remembrance was created in 2013 by then President 
William Clinton to observe a moment of silence to occur at 3 p.m. (local time) on each 
Memorial Day. This is to encourage Americans everywhere, to pause for one minute at 3 
p.m. (local time) on Memorial Day, to remember and reflect on the sacrifices made by so 
many to provide freedom for all. 
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In this video, 
 a Lockheed  
C-130 Hercules 
flown by a pilot 
with the United 
States Coast 
Guard Air 
Station 
Clearwater 
(Pinellas 
County) 
provides a 
flyover for the 
service on 
Cedar Key. The USCG Air Station Clearwater is the largest and busiest Air 
Station in this region for the United States Coast Guard. In addition to the 
local area, its Area of Operations includes the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean 
basin, and the Bahamas. This station constantly maintain deployed H-60s 
for Operations Bahamas, Turks and Caicos (OPBAT), a joint DEA, Coast 
Guard, Bahamian Turks and Caicos anti-drug and migrant smuggling 
operation in the Bahamas. This station also has C-130s deployed in support 
of Joint Interagency Task Force (JIATF) operations in the Caribbean. This 
is done while simultaneously maintaining a constant Bravo Zero Search 
and Rescue response at home in Florida. CLICK ON THE PHOTO TO SEE 
AND HEAR THE VIDEO. 

 

 
 
Amazing 
Grace and Taps were 
played on the 
bagpipes by Matt 
Garbett, United States 
Marine Corps during 
the event. Garbett 
wore traditional 
Highland dress for 
the ceremony. In this 
video, Taps is heard. 
CLICK ON THE 
PHOTO TO SEE AND 
HEAR THE VIDEO. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbeNBmLaZ7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbeNBmLaZ7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKMX38d7IEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKMX38d7IEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKMX38d7IEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbeNBmLaZ7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKMX38d7IEY
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Stop Soldier Suicide is the nonprofit organization scheduled to receive 
donations raised by Cedar Key School’s FFA.   
 

 
Buddy Poppy, an embroidered star from the retired flag and the note that 
accompanies star are seen here. 
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The C-130 Hercules approaches to provide the flyover. Had the crew been 
called away for other duty, it would have altered its planned route. 
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     The poem “In Flanders Field” was read to the attendees. It was written during the 
First World War by Canadian physician Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. He wrote it 
on May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral of friend and fellow soldier Lieutenant 
Alexis Helmer.  
 

In Flanders Field 
By John McCrae

In Flanders fields the 
poppies blow 
Between the crosses, 
row on row, 
That mark our place; 
and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely 
singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the 
guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short 
days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw 
sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, 
and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with 
the foe: 
To you from failing 
hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to 
hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us 
who die 
We shall not sleep, 
though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 
     Cedar Key Cemetery is the burial site of 136 persons who served in the 
military. Each person’s name and branch of service was recognized during the 
ceremony of remembrance. Previous years the event was held in front of Cedar Key City 
Hall. The host moved the event to the cemetery this year due to it being the location of 
those remembered.  
     Amazing Grace and Taps were played on the bagpipes by Matt Garbett, United States 
Marine Corps, during the event. Garbett wore traditional Highland dress for the 
ceremony.  
     Tabitha Lauer discussed Stars For Our Troops. The non-profit organization uses 
embroidered stars cut from retired flags to give to veterans 
      A small note, “I am part of our American Flag that has flown over the USA. I can no 
longer fly. The sun and winds caused me to become tattered and torn. Please carry me as 
a reminder that You are not forgotten” is included with each star. 
     Everyone in attendance was given a star to pass on to a veteran.  
     Two FFA members from Cedar Key School -- Claire Ryan and Morgan Winfield -- 
collected donations and gave out “Buddy Poppies” to guest. The ladies were raising 
funds to donate to Stop Soldier Suicide a nonprofit organization. The host of day 
planned to match the lady’s collected donations.  
     Publisher’s Note: Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States for 
remembering the people who died while serving in the country's armed forces. The 
holiday, which is currently observed every year on the last Monday of May, was held on 
May 30 from 1868 until 1971. In 2022, the Monday holiday of Memorial Day turned out 
to be on May 30. 


