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Governor reactivates FLSG after decades of 
dormancy 
DeSantis seeks 
members and a leader 
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     TALLAHASSEE – Gov. Ron DeSantis is 
restarting a state-sanctioned civilian armed 
response force to supplement the federal 
government’s armed response force in Florida 
after the group had been dormant for decades, 
according to information from the Governor’s 
Press Office (GPO). 
      The Florida State Guard (FLSG) is the 
currently inactive state defense force of the 
state of Florida, which was active during World War II. The FLSG was created to serve as a stateside 
replacement for the Florida National Guard while the National Guard was deployed abroad. 
     Now, the governor is restarting the FLSG despite the Florida National Guard being active, and even 
though the Florida National Guard is not deployed in a worldwide war. 
     DeSantis announced plans in 2021 to revive the force after decades of dormancy. The state guard, 
he said, will assist the Florida National Guard during natural disasters and other states (conditions) of 
emergency, such as after a hurricane. 
     As for using the federal government’s deployment of military in Florida by the governor, DeSantis 
activated the Florida National Guard on Jan. 15 in response to possible protests at the state capitol in 
Tallahassee. 
     In an executive order that took effect immediately on Jan. 15, DeSantis directed the Florida 
National Guard’s commanding officers to coordinate with state and local law enforcement to maintain 
peace in the state through the inauguration of then President-elect Joe Biden on Jan. 20. That order 
remained in effect until Jan. 24. 
     There was an unsuccessful violent attempt to overthrow the federal government on Jan. 6; 
however, the traditional peaceful transfer of power succeeded, and the United States remained as one 
nation. There has been no attempt to overthrow the state government in Florida. 
     Meanwhile, on Tuesday (May 31), the Day after Memorial Day 2022, the Governor’s Press Office 
sent a press release to seek a new leader of the reactivated FLSG, and to find people who, among other 
things are “Ready to be a part of history.” 
    “Application Portal Open for Director of the New Florida State Guard,” the GPO noted in its 
Tuesday press release. 
     “The newly re-established Florida State Guard (FLSG), Florida’s civilian force that will assist in 
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supporting state emergency response, is looking for a Director,” the GPO noted 
     With that opening, the following is the verbatim press release sent by the GPO: 
     Florida seeks an individual with a strong background in military operations and culture to lead the 
men and women of the FLSG. The Director of the FLSG will be in charge of the 400 guard members 
and will oversee recruitment, training and mobilization of the force in the event of an emergency. The 
ideal candidate will have demonstrated experience in military style operations, emergency 
management, leadership and problem solving. You can apply to be the Director of the FLSG here. 
     To be a member of the FLSG, Florida is looking for individuals between the ages of 18 and 60, to 
volunteer and train to ensure that the Guard is ready to step in when emergency strikes. If you love 
the state of Florida, have a desire to help your community, and have skills beneficial to protect the 
state from a disaster, we encourage you to apply to join the FLSG. Skilled Floridians with emergency 
response, law enforcement or military training are encouraged to apply. You can apply to be a part of 
the Florida State Guard here. 
     Do you want to be part of the FLSG? Do you think you have what it takes to mobilize in the face of a 
disaster? Applicants will be required to meet the same standards as the Florida National Guard: 
     ● Florida resident between the ages of 18 and 60, with a desire to serve the state. 
     ● Willingness to work in a team. 
     ● Tactical or emergency response knowledge. 
     ● Ability to pass a physical. 
     ● Ability to participate in annual weekend training. 
     ● Ready to be a part of history. 


